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Chapter I
VOCATION AND MISSION
OF THE CONGREGATION

1.
In the communion of the Church, the People of God, the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and of Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar is an Apostolic Religious Congregation of pontifical right, founded by Pierre Coudrin and Henriette Aymer de la Chevalerie. Brothers and sisters, united in the same charism and the same mission, form a single Congregation approved as such in 1817 by Pope Pius VII.

2.
“The Consecration to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary is the foundation of our Institute” B.P.1

From this consecration our mission has its origin: to contemplate, live and announce to the world God’s love, which was made flesh in Jesus. Mary has been associated in a singular way with the mystery of God made man and with His saving work: this is what is expressed in the union of the heart of Jesus and the heart of Mary.


Our consecration calls us to live the dynamism of saving love and fills us with zeal for our mission.*

3.
“In Jesus we find everything: his birth, his life and his death. This is our Rule.” B.P.2

We make our own the attitudes, options and tasks that led Jesus to the point of having his Heart transpierced on the cross. In our radical following of Christ, Mary his Mother, model of faith in that love, precedes and accompanies us so that we can enter fully into the mission of her Son.*

4.
Aware of the power of evil that opposes the Father’s love and disfigures his design for the world, we wish to identify with the attitude of Jesus and with His reparative work. Our reparation is communion with Him, whose food is to do the Father’s will and whose work is to reunite by his blood the dispersed children of God.*


Our reparation makes us participate in the mission of the Risen Christ, who sends us to announce the Good News of salvation. At the same time, we recognize our sinfulness, and we feel ourselves to be in solidarity with the men and women who are victims of injustice, hatred, and sin in the world.


Finally, our reparative vocation encourages us to collaborate with all those who, led by the Spirit, work to build a world of justice and love, sign of the Kingdom.

5.
In the Eucharist, we enter into communion with the thanksgiving of the Risen Jesus, Bread of Life, and Sacrament of Love.


The Eucharistic celebration and contemplative adoration make us participate in the attitudes and sentiments of Jesus before the Father and before the world. They impel us to assume a ministry of intercession and remind us of the urgency to work for the transformation of the world according to the criteria of the Gospel. Like our Founders, we find in the Eucharist the source and the summit of our apostolic and community life.*

6.
Our mission urges us to evangelizing action by which we enter into the interior dynamism of Christ’s love for his Father and for the world, especially for the poor, the afflicted, the marginalized and those who have not heard the Good News.


To make the Kingdom of God present, we seek the transformation of the human heart and we endeavor to be agents of communion in the world. In solidarity with the poor, we work for a just and reconciled society.


Availability to the needs and demands of the Church, discerned in the light of the Spirit, and the capacity to adapt to circumstances and events are characteristics inherited from our Founders. *


The missionary spirit frees us and makes us available to exercise our apostolic service where we are sent to bring and receive the Good News.

7.
We live our vocation and mission in community. Simplicity and the family spirit are the characteristics of our relationships within our international Congregation, which desires to be open to all people. Our community life gives witness to the Gospel and makes our announcement of redeeming love more convincing. *

8.
The brothers and sisters of our religious family constitute one Congregation. Each branch has its own juridical autonomous personality, legislation, structures of government and formation, community life and temporal patrimony.


Since its foundation, our religious family has had but one charism, one mission and one spirituality. Aware that it constitutes a significant value, the brothers and sisters assume together the responsibility to maintain and strengthen their unity.*


The governments of both branches on their distinct levels are especially responsible for promoting this unity.


The General Government of the brothers and sisters are jointly, in the final instance, the guarantors of the unity of the whole Congregation.

9.
Since its origin the Congregation has had a secular branch. Its members commit themselves to live the mission and the spirit of the Congregation, and it has its own Statutes approved by the Holy See.*

10.
Besides the Constitutions and Statutes the Congregation has a “Rule of Life” which expresses the fundamental values of our spiritual tradition and is an element of communion and an instrument of formation.

1 Cf. Mémoire sent by the Good Father to the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Regulars (6.12.1816): LEBP, 519.


2 Cf. Mémoire of the Good Father, LEBP, 2197.
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