Draft of a Petition to the Pope – Early 1801
R

(In Gabriel de la Barre’s handwriting)

There has existed in the diocese of Poitiers since 1794 a religious Society devoted by a special cult to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The primary motive for this association’s existence has been the desire to appease God’s anger and to offer itself as victim in continual atonement in order to intercede effectively for the Church and the State and to repair the insults that Jesus Christ receives in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar. Adoration is made day and night and it has never been interrupted in spite of the persecution and the tumult of the French revolution. (In the Good Mother’s handwriting)
This establishment was approved at the time by the late bishop. (In G. de la Barre’s handwriting) What’s more in the midst of those same difficulties this institute, blessed from above, grew and took on a certain stability. 

It follows an austere rule but one that weaker temperaments have been able to bear well enough. The principal points are the recitation of the small offices of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and the diocesan breviary, the office of the dead on days when matins of the breviary does not have nine lessons, the rosary and two hours of prayer in adoration.

For food: coarse bread, vegetables, milk and fruit. They observe the fasts prescribed by the rule of Saint Benedict and those who can bear them
 make use of all the mitigations that rule allows. The sick may use all they need to get well, even meat.

We have seven hours of sleep and rising is always at two o’clock in the morning. We sleep on a plank covered with a piece of wool and a straw pillow. 

We wear wool and, except in case of necessity, we usually keep silence. Experience has shown that this type of life is the one that most easily facilitates the imitation of the virtues most dear to the Heart of Jesus and the purpose of the Association, which is the sacrifice of ones whole being in reparation for the crimes that have flooded the earth and that afflict it still. We join to this first intention that of seeing to the upbringing, up to a certain age, of children from among the very poor. We intend to undertake this when circumstances and our finances permit. There are données particularly indicated for that work.
The diocesan administrators approved this establishment and allowed the members to take yearly vows of chastity and obedience.


We accept lay members, who lead the same kind of life. We accept données, who are obligated by a less austere rule. They fast only on the days that the church requires; they sleep on a straw mattress and make the two hours of prayer. They do not say the large breviary and they only get up at 6:00.

A society of men has been formed in the same diocese with the same rule and for the same reasons. The priests of the society are devoted to the missions and to all the difficult works of their ministry and live according to the rule of the donnés.
All form one body where each one according to the measure of the talent he/she has received, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or amidst the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Heart of Jesus the duties of sacrifice, love, adoration, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment. 

May his Holiness deign to cast a favorable and benevolent regard on it and grant it the graces he might want to bestow.
� The fasts prescribed by the Benedictine Rule





