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For more than half a century, a false and odious philosophy ceaseless trying to defeat religion has succeeded in extinguishing zeal for the glory of God in the hearts of almost everyone. That beautiful zeal which set the King-Prophet on fire for the Lord’s house is generally neglected. Everywhere one meets but unfaithful and lax Christians, who have forgotten the duties of Christianity or who fulfill them with a listless half-heartedness. The very expressions which bring people back to religion are in someway banned from society. Grandiloquent words such as humanity and philanthropy have replaced such a beautiful and consoling expression as Christian charity. At times people still speak well of respect for the Supreme Being, but they no longer know what the love of the Good God means.
Finding ourselves in such a situation, desiring to call people back to confidence in the love of Jesus Christ and consecrated by our vows to this good work, we had to take a name which in itself could strike people’s minds and call them to more lofty sentiments, which could make them understand that they must open their hearts to a divine fire and finally lift their eyes towards heaven, eyes that for too long have been dragged down toward the earth.

That is precisely why we adopted the title “Zealots.” We were not unaware that this name had been profaned in former times by a blood thirsty sect. But that sect, an offspring of Judaism, never had any relationship to the religion of Jesus Christ. It only existed for a few years at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem and when the new covenant had already replaced the shadows of the old law. In the church, no heresy ever dared distinguish itself with the name Zealots. 
Therefore this title, particular to our Institute, could not be open to any odious interpretation. There could be no connection made to any foreign sect and even less to a sect forgotten now for almost eighteen hundred years.

The title of Zealots also has great advantages in relation to the end we wish to attain, namely, the sanctification of souls by the propagation of the devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. If the tenderness of the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the salvation of souls really takes root within, how could one not be enflamed by zeal so as to respond to the love of such a good Master?  If one thinks of the maternal tenderness of the Heart of Mary for the men who have become her children in the person of Saint John, would it be possible to not feel one’s heart aflame with a holy zeal to honor the Virgin of virgins?  Now that is precisely what is contained in the name Zealots.

I could say the same thing considering our Institute in itself and its members. We need a name which will remind our brothers each day of their duties and obligations, which will help them never forget that they must sacrifice themselves out of zeal for the Lord; that they will fail at their most essential vow the moment they want to live for themselves and not work for the salvation of their brothers and sisters; that they must enter into the silence of the cloister only to find new strength to combat more courageously the enemies of religion; that in the final analysis their vocation is zeal and to be inflamed with zeal. That is what the members of our Society must think, that is what they will not be able to forget as long as the bear the title ZEALOTS. Like the stones of the sanctuary, their very name will cry out against them if they do not fulfill the duties it imposes on them. It will be a continual reproach to their conscience. And if God forbid they would one day be overcome by a sort of idle self-indulgence, it would draw them back from such shameful dullness.

The same observations apply to our sisters, and with even more force. Naturally led to give themselves to the sweetness of contemplation, the daughters of Sion would rather try to rid themselves of the tiresome cares involved in the education of youth, if their name of Zealatrices did not ceaselessly call them back to the obligations of a more expansive charity.
The Congregation of Bishops and Regulars thought they should consult Monsieur l’Abbe d'Astros. That pious and wise cleric examined our Constitutions twice. We ourselves submitted them for his approbation last October. He found no difficulty with the title Zealots and Zealatrices. 
He had been here with us and as a consequence even better situated to judge whether there could be any drawback to our having this title. Why would someone want to refuse us the grace to keep a name under which he himself had thought well to approve our Constitutions and Statutes?
Please allow me to note that the title of Zealots is often used in pious books. We have a small office of the Sacred Heart of Mary, printed more than half a century ago and known all over France, in which the Heart of Mary is honored under the title of beneficent Zealot of souls: Zealator alme cordium. That expression is found in the hymn for None. In another work, just as widely known, souls are invited to unite themselves to the Heart of Jesus. They are represented by the symbols of different sentiments that the devotion to the Heart of Jesus might produce. There one finds the loving soul, the compassionate soul, the soul on fire and especially the zealous soul. As you see, this title is in no way strange to pious people.

I will add a last thought: the consecration to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary is the foundation of our Institute. We would really like to preserve a remembrance of that Consecration in the very name of our religious Society. It is under the title Zealots that we have joyfully borne more than twenty years of persecutions and trials. It has been our consolation, our happiness and, I would dare say, our strength and our support. Now that it is calm why make us abandon a name that has been our consolation in the midst of the storm?
For all these reasons that I have the honor to make this request of the Congregation of Bishops and Regulars, I beg you to let us keep the name of Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.

f. m.j. Coudrin, Superior General and Protonary Apostolic

� The memo arrived in Rome too late to be studied by the Sacred Congregation, which had already approved the Institute and its basic Constitutions on December 20, 1816. 








