Petition of the Founders to His Holiness

(October 25, 1814)
(LEBP 475)

R
Most Holy Father,

The Brothers and Sisters of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary founded quite recently in France by Fr. Marie-Joseph Pierre Coudrin, priest, present very humbly to Your Holiness the purpose and intention of their Institute.

This Congregation, which has many members, priests and other faithful of both sexes, began in Poitiers when France was undergoing the cruel persecution provoked by the National Convention. It then obtained some graces from Pius VI, of happy and glorious memory, predecessor of your Holiness. Later it spread to different cities in France. Now it is established in seven of them: Paris, Poitiers, Mende, Cahors, Laval, Le Mans and Seez and there is the firm hope that it will spread even more, as there are requests from several other cities. Lately, as attested by the indult of September 4 of this year, it obtained from your Holiness many indulgences for thirty years under the title of the Confraternity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the most Holy Heart of Mary.
This Congregation is consecrated to the Most Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. It recognizes as its patron Saint Joseph and it has adopted the Rule of Saint Benedict with Constitutions proper to the institute. It has special devotion to Saint Pacomius, Saint Augustine, Saint Bernard and Saint Dominic. Its main goal is to recall the four ages of our divine Savior: his childhood, by instructing poor boys and girls and forming young students for the sacred ministry; his hidden life, by repairing through perpetual adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament the outrages made to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary; the Most Blessed sacrament of the altar is adored without interruption, day and night, especially in the houses of the Sisters, who are more numerous; his apostolic life, by preaching the Gospel and Missions; finally his crucified life, by practicing mortification of the flesh and spirit, as far as our human weakness allows. All, brothers as well as sisters, make perpetual vows of chastity, poverty and obedience.
The priests of the Congregation teach children the doctrine of the faith, the liberal arts and the sacred humanities and they form young students in theological science. They preach, hear confessions, and give missions with consent of the bishops. They lead a common and regular life in obedience to the Superior General of the Congregation and the particular Superior of each house, designated by the Superior General. There are also brothers who are not destined to embrace the ecclesiastical state and who, under the same laws of obedience, give themselves to different works in each house. 

The sisters of the same Congregation teach young girls the basic elements of the faith and the arts proper to their sex without asking a fee. They lead a regular life, in obedience to the one among them who is the Superior General and who appoints other superiors in each house. The Superior General herself makes a vow of obedience to the Superior General of the whole Congregation. The Superior General of the whole Congregation is chosen by plurality by the local Superiors of each house and to that the vote of the last Superior General is added which counts as two votes. The Superior General of the sisters is chosen by the local superiors of the houses of sisters, in the same way as for the Superior General of the brothers.
During the unhappy time when Your Holiness was so persecuted, the brothers and sisters never stopped praying to obtain from heaven deliverance for the Supreme Head of the Church. For almost three years in some of the houses of the Congregation at all hours of day and night the seven penitential Psalms were said for your Holiness. 
The brothers and sisters of this Congregation humbly ask your Holiness:
1. That you deign to confirm their Institute by the Authority of the Apostolic See.

2. That the indulgences which, by an indult of Your Holiness of September 4, 1814, were granted to the brothers and sisters of said Congregation for thirty years, be extended also to the students of both sexes who are or will be educated in the houses of this same Congregation, those already erected or those that will be in the future. That they also be extended to the faithful, who by a special communion of prayer, are or will be associated to this Congregation: who recite each day the “Salve Regina” and who will make at least a half-hour of adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament.
3. That the priests of this same Congregation have the faculty to recite the office of the Sacred Heart of Jesus every first Friday of each month, even transferring double feasts that are celebrated on those days, except feasts of Our Lord, of the Blessed Virgin or of the Saints which are obligatory.

4. That these same priests, by concession of the Holy Apostolic See, have the power to admit the faithful to the Confraternity of Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament and those of the Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of Our Lady Help of Christians, of the Holy Rosary and of the Holy Scapular of Mount Carmel, with application of the usual indulgences and without this concession prejudicing in any way other indults which have been or could be granted to any of them.
The brothers and sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, very humbly
prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness, ask that you deign to grant them, their family members and the children of both sexes confided to their care your paternal and apostolic blessing.
The most humble and obedient children of Your Holiness:
F. M. J. Coudrin, Superior General of the whole Congregation
H. Aymer, Superior General of the sisters
At Paris, October 24 1814.

We know and we testify that everything stated above is true; that this Congregation has already been very useful to the Church and that it will be even more so in the future, if Your Holiness, to whom we recommend it with respectful entreaty, deigns to confirm it.

+ J. B. de Chabot

Formerly Bishop of Mende.

We, the undersigned, attest freely that the society in question, already established in Paris several years ago, to our knowledge has not been the object of any complaint. Quite to the contrary, the priests who are members have given themselves with constant zeal to the salvation of souls. The sisters on their part, who have given themselves to God, have given and give daily much edification to the faithful and to the glory of God by practicing all the religious virtues, especially humility, voluntary bodily mortification, zeal for a life hidden in Christ and fervent love for God.
With faith in which we are the undersigned:

Paris, the 29  of September 1816

D'Astros, Vicar General

