Petition to the Bishop of Poitiers  (May 22, 1802)
(LEBP V 2243)

R
Monsignor,

Divine Providence had hardly designated you bishop of Poitiers and I hastened to come before your Excellency to tell you of a very special favor that the same Providence has given the capital of which you are the pastor. For I can not say how happy I am to offer you the homage of my devotion. While I dare to hope that you will look with kindness upon my petition and upon that which it concerns.

For nine years now a double association has existed in Poitiers under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. They have always been immune from novelties and constantly useful to the suffering and persecuted members of Jesus Christ. One part is made up of priests and clerics and the other of persons of the female sex. They practice in part the rule of Saint Benedict with particular constitutions. The principal and most rigorous observances of these associations are wearing wool always, sleeping on a board or a straw mattress, fasting when in good health, keeping perpetual silence and observing strictly the three simple vows.

Besides these obligations each member of these associations also has individual duties to fulfill which are regulated by obedience and are in keeping with the purpose they propose for themselves in imitating as much as they can the four ages of the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Some are destined to go to the countryside to give missions, instruct the people and spread devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Others are involved in instructing children that they propose to bring up to become priests or zealots according to their vocation and talents, or even good Christians living in the world. Others still are like other Moses destined to ceaselessly lift their hands to heaven to obtain the benediction of the Lord on the work of their brothers and to repair the outrages the Sacred Heart of Jesus has received, receives and unfortunately will receive from wicked Christians. And for the last nine years this reparation has never been interrupted in the women’s association during either night or day, despite storms and persecutions.
Monsignor, this the substance of the overall plan of the Congregation of Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a rather ambitious plan given our feeble means, but we dare to have great hope thinking that our Lord did not reject the widow’s mite. We hope that you will grant your approval to a society which already has been approved provisionally, a society to which the Holy See has granted favors which are the joy of all who are members, a society that asks nothing material of anyone and that perhaps one day will be the consolation of the Church winning for it good subjects. We lay at your feet our humble petition and whatever the result, we will not be any less attached to your august person or obedient to your decisions.
Monsignor, such are the sentiments of our brothers and sisters, of whom I am the spokesman. Monsignor, allow me to add the assurance of the deepest respect with which I have the honor to be the most humble and obedience servant of your Excellency.

f. M. J. Coudrin, S. gl.

Paris, May 22, 1802.
