Petition to the Pope, 1800
(LEBP 2287)

R
A) (Written by Father Coudrin)

The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, following the Rule of Saint Benedict, humbly prostrate at the feet of your Holiness state 1) that the society was approved…

(Written by Mother Henriette) at your feet we dare to ask Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an Order practicing the rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration…

(written by Father Coudrin) of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of Zealots etc. of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and…

As grafts on the stalk of blessed Saint Benedict, we trust that you will cast a favorable regard upon an establishment that heaven has blessed since 1793 when it was born in Poitiers and where, to the edification of Catholics, it has continued despite the persecution of the malicious against the church of France. Its foundation has been self-abnegation, desiring to bring about a revival of his virtues, practicing the austerity of his life, abnegation of self, his poverty, his meekness, his humility, his obedience, his charity by bringing up and forming young hearts to be like that of Jesus, to set the whole world on fire if possible by spreading devotion to the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, wherever your Holiness would want to send us. Approved by his Excellency the Bishop of Poitiers and lawful superiors since its inception in 1793, perpetual adoration has never been interrupted night or day in the society of women. The Priests in the society of adorers, dedicating themselves to missions, live under the rule of donnés. The establishment (is) confirmed by vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. All form two bodies under the same Superior, with each…

May your Holiness be so kind as to approve such an establishment that has been built on the ruins of so many others, and which desires to inherit all their virtues and particularly that of boundless devotion to the Holy Apostolic See. 
____________________

B) (Written by Father Coudrin)
The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, to the most Holy Father Pius VII, Sovereign Pontiff.

Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at your feet, we dare to petition Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an order practicing the Rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary.

As grafts on the stalk of the glorious Saint Benedict, practicing the austerity of his life, sweetened by the holy love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, desiring to revive his virtues particularly his self-denial, his humility, his gentleness, his poverty, his obedience, his charity in raising and forming young hearts to love the Sacred Hearts, to set the whole world on fire, if possible, with holy love by spreading the devotion to the divine Hearts wherever Your Holiness would call us. This establishment came into being in Poitiers in 1793 and (was) approved successively by Monsignor the Bishop and by the Superiors while the See was vacant. Perpetual adoration day and night has never been interrupted in the women’s branch. The priests of the society of adorers, giving themselves to missions and to the difficult work of their ministry lead the life of donnés. This establishment has been ratified by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. All form two bodies under the same Superior, where each one according to the measure of talent confided to him/her, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or in the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary the homage of sacrifice, love, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment of which we have been trying to give an overview. The order will add the vow of stability if Your Holiness sees fit to confirm a work which seems to be for the greater glory of God, as has been communicated to your Holiness by Monsignor Raboteau, Administrator of the diocese of Tours. This establishment has laid its foundation on the ruins of so many others whose virtues we desire to inherit, particularly that of unbounded devotion to the Holy Apostolic See and to your sacred person. Prostrate at the foot of the altar we implore you assistance and we ask you apostolic blessing.
The most humble and very obedient servant of Your Holiness,

Brother Marie-Joseph Coudrin, Priest – Superior General

C) (Written by Sister Gabriel de la Barre)

The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, to the most Holy Father Pius VII, Sovereign Pontiff.


Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at your feet, we dare to petition Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an order practicing the Rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary.

As grafts on the stalk of the glorious Saint Benedict, practicing the austerity of his life, sweetened by the holy love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, desiring to revive his virtues particularly his self-denial, his humility, his gentleness, his poverty, his obedience, his charity in raising and forming young hearts to love the Sacred Hearts, to set the whole world on fire, if possible, with holy love by spreading the devotion to the divine Hearts wherever Your Holiness would call us. This establishment came into being in Poitiers in 1793 and (was) approved successively by Monsignor the Bishop and by the Superiors while the See was vacant. Perpetual adoration day and night has never been interrupted in the women’s branch. The priests of the society of adorers, giving themselves to missions and to the difficult work of their ministry lead the life of donnés. This establishment has been ratified by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience.  All form two bodies under the same Superior, where each one according to the measure of talent confided to him/her, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or in the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary the homage of sacrifice, love, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment of which we have been trying to give an overview. We will add the vow of stability if Your Holiness sees fit to confirm a work which seems to be for the greater glory of God, as has been communicated to your Holiness by Monsignor Raboteau, Administrator of the diocese of Tours. This establishment has laid its foundation on the ruins of so many others whose virtues we desire to inherit, particularly that of unbounded devotion to the Holy Apostolic See and to your sacred person. Prostrate at the foot of the altar we implore you assistance and we ask you apostolic blessing.

The most humble and very obedient servants of Your Holiness,

Brother Marie-Joseph Coudrin, priest- Superior General

Henriette Aymer, Superior General

Sr.Gabriel de la Barre, Novice Mistress

Brother Joseph Hilarion Lucas, professor

__________________

D) Copy of Father Hilarion
The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, to the most Holy Father Pius VII, Sovereign Pontiff.


Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at your feet, we dare to petition Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an order practicing the Rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary. As grafts on the stalk of the glorious Saint Benedict, practicing the austerity of his life, sweetened by the holy love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, desiring to revive his virtues particularly his self-denial, his humility, his gentleness, his poverty, his obedience, his charity in raising and forming young hearts to love the Sacred Hearts, to set the whole world on fire, if possible, with holy love by spreading the devotion to the divine Hearts wherever Your Holiness would call us.
This establishment came into being in Poitiers in 1793 and (was) approved successively by Monsignor the Bishop and by the Superiors while the See was vacant. Perpetual adoration day and night has never been interrupted in the women’s branch. 

The priests of the society of adorers, giving themselves to missions and to the difficult work of their ministry lead the life of donnés.
This establishment has been ratified by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. All form two bodies under the same Superior, where each one according to the measure of talent confided to him/her, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or in the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary the homage of sacrifice, love, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment of which we have been trying to give an overview. We will add the vow of stability if Your Holiness sees fit to confirm a work which seemed to be for the greater glory of God, as has been communicated to your Holiness by the Administrator of the diocese of Tours (Monsignor Raboteau). This establishment has laid its foundation on the ruins of so many others whose virtues we desire to inherit, particularly that of unbounded devotion to the Holy Apostolic See and to your sacred person. 

Prostrate at the foot of the altar we implore you assistance and we ask you apostolic blessing.

The most humble and very obedient servants of Your Holiness,

Brother Marie-Joseph Coudrin, priest- Superior General

Henriette Aymer, Superior General

Sr.Gabriel de la Barre, Novice Mistress

Brother Joseph Hilarion Lucas, professor

Note of Father Hilarion. This petition was found written entirely by Mother Henriette. It must have been sent after December 25, 1800 and before February 2, 1801. I believe that the letter of M. Raboteau, of August 17, 1801, is a response to this petition that he had taken upon himself to send to Rome.  

