Petition to the Pope, October 2, 1801
(LEBP V, 2242)

R
Most Holy Father

For the last eight years in the diocese of Poitiers there have existed two fraternities, free of any Gallican influence, constantly useful and devoted to the divided church. One is made up of priests and clerics and the other of women. Under the title of Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers, going to the Heart of Jesus through the Heart of Mary and under the patronage of Saint Joseph, they desire to reproduce in their life the different ages of the life of Christ, his childhood, his adolescence, his apostolic life and his crucified life according to what is proper to each of the societies. Approved by ordinary authority, following the Rule of Saint Benedict with their own constitutions which encourage adoration, bound by the three simple vows, they strive to increase the faithful’s love for Christ and their devotion to the very loving hearts of Jesus and Mary. Your Holiness granted these fraternities indulgences for the invocation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on April 20 of this year 1801.
At this time the petitioners humbly ask that they be encouraged and approved at least provisionally until such time as we can submit our constitutions to you. In that way the Zealots will be able to more easily establish themselves in other dioceses. Following in the steps of the Apostles and providing for their own needs, they will have nothing to request of civil authority. The obligations (that they have fulfilled up until the present) consist of spreading the teaching of Christ among the people, preparing children and young people for the sacred ministry, making continual reparation for the insults which so bitterly offend the most holy and immaculate Hearts of Jesus and Mary and pierce them with a cruel wound. Prostrate at the feet of your Holiness the petitioners humbly implore your provisional approval and apostolic blessing.
Bro. Marie‑Joseph, Superior General of the Brothers, confirmed by the Ordinary
_______________


We attest that the above is true and in good faith and we recommend it to the kindness of the apostolic See. 
At Poitiers, the second day of October of the year 1801.

+ J.B. Bishop of St. Claude.

