Petition to the Vicars Capitular of Poitiers, May 1801
R
(Written by the Good Mother)

Sirs,

Knowing of your zeal for the growth of God’s reign and your burning desire to see it established in all hearts, we dare to entreat you to grant your approval to a group of several priests and laymen forming a society under the title of the Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, practicing part of the Rule of Saint Benedict with their own constitutions. The principal and most rigorous observances are always wearing wool, sleeping on a straw mattress, fasting when in good health, keeping habitual silence and strictly observing the three vows.

Besides those obligations, each member of the society has their own duties to fulfill, which are determined by obedience and which are in accord with the purpose they have chosen. Some are sent to the countryside to give missions, to instruct the people and to spread devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Others are involved in teaching children with the idea of raising them to be either Christians living in the world or priests or religious, according to their vocations or their gifts. Finally, others like new Moses are destined to ceaselessly lift their hands toward heaven to obtain the Lord’s blessing on the work of their brothers and to repair the outrages that the Heart of Jesus has received, receives and unfortunately will receive from bad Christians.

In substance this is the general plan of the Society of the Zealots of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. It is really a rather ambitious plan given our means, for we lack resources of all kinds, but we dare to have great hope knowing that our Lord did not reject the widow’s mite.
______________________

(Father Hilarion’s copy)

Sirs,

Knowing of your zeal for the growth of God’s reign and your burning desire to see it established in all hearts, we dare to entreat you to grant your approval to the assembly and to the form of life of several priests and laymen forming a society under the title of Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, practicing part of the Rule of Saint Benedict with their own constitutions. The principal and most rigorous observances are always wearing wool, sleeping on a straw mattress, fasting when in good health, keeping habitual silence and strictly observing the three vows.

Besides those obligations, each member of the society has their own duties to fulfill, which are determined by obedience and which are in accord with the purpose they have chosen. Some are sent to the countryside to give missions, to instruct the people and to spread devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Others are involved in teaching children with the idea of raising them to be priests or zealots, according to their vocations or their gifts, or even good Christians living in the world. Finally, others like new Moses are destined to ceaselessly lift their hands toward heaven to obtain the Lord’s blessing on the work of their brothers and to repair the outrages that the Heart of Jesus has received, receives and unfortunately will receive from bad Christians.

In substance this is the general plan of the Society of the Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. It is really a rather ambitious plan given our means but we dare to have great hope knowing that our Lord did not reject the widow’s mite.

We also hope that you will grant your approval to a society which is the happiness of those who are members, and which perhaps one day will be the consolation of the Church by procuring it good subjects. We place our humble petition at your feet and whatever the outcome, we will be no less attached to your persons or submitted to your decisions. 
Such are the sentiments of the Zealots of which I am the spokesperson. Allow me to add the assurance of our profound respect with which I am, Sirs, your very humble and most obedient servant.








f. Marie-Joseph

