Request for the Approval of the Society of the Sacred Heart (September 6, 1797)
(LEBP 22bis)

R
To Monsignor de St. Aulaire, Bishop of Poitiers

Monsignor,

You are already aware that at the height of the persecution a small society of women was formed in your diocese who, coming from different backgrounds and being of the highest virtue and bound only by a simple resolution, gave themselves to all sorts of good works especially those of mercy so as to turn back the divine anger by appealing especially to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, inexhaustible source of grace and love.

Without any exaggeration we could say that God seems to have poured forth on this budding establishment singular favors.  For the desire for perfection, joined to practices that are prudent as well as beneficial, grows daily and fills with admiration whoever comes to see it as it is really meant to be.
But this society, founded on obedience and governed by legitimate authority,  nevertheless lacks the seal of your approval.

Monsignor, it has always hoped that you would be so good to affix it. Please be so kind as to grant this grace which will be the source of great assurance. If, as can be believed, Providence soon makes you responsive to our desires, we will receive from your Excellency, with humble sentiments of recognition, signs of your paternal protection, the only object of our ambition.

 
Awaiting that happy moment, (the Society) requests your fatherly blessing and asks that you be assured that it will never cease to raise hands to heaven that you might have a long life, something so precious to the whole Church. 
_____________

Father Hilarion copied this petition as number 44 of the first volume of documentation. He gives it the title “A Letter of Several Priests of Poitiers to the Bishop of Poitiers, September 6, 1797.” He adds a note: “This letter was written by the priests who directed the society of the Sacred Hearts, begun at Poitiers in 1793. As yet they were unaware what had happened in Paris on September 4 (Fructidor 18) and they were expecting the Bishop of Poitiers to return soon to his diocese.” Bishop de St Aulaire died at Fribourg in Switzerland on January 17, 1798.

