Sermon of the Good Father

Let the Little Children Come to Me

(LEBP 2200)
*


Let the children come to me, says Our Lord. Very consoling words, my dear children, since it is Our Lord Jesus Christ himself who speaks them for you and for your good. I seem to see our divine Savior present on our altars, choosing you among all the children of this parish, holding you in his arms and saying to us as he said to his apostles, “ Place no obstacle in the way of the most tender pledge of love that I want to give these children. ‘Sinite parvulos venire ad me.’ And why, my dear children, such an admirable distinction on the part of our loving Master? Because if you show yourself to be just as we piously believe you to be, you will have a special and particular right to Our Lord Jesus Christ’s caresses: "talium est enim regnum coelorum."


So, my dear children, you must look within yourselves, examine yourselves at the foot of the altar in the presence of Jesus Christ and the holy Angels, as to whether you can flatter yourself that the Lord is in the depth of your hearts. (Do you have) that purity, that innocence and that lively and sincere sorrow which, united to the Sacrament of confession, effaces the faults of dissipation and youth? (Do you find there) that candor, that solid devotion, finally all the dispositions needed to worthily approach the most august and most frightening of sacraments for the first time in your life? That is the subject of the first reflection.


Then I must speak to you of the fruits that Jesus Christ expects of his grace, that your loving pastor, that your parents, that the whole parish pray that you gather from the greatest thing you will do in your life. All of that is the subject of this talk after which…..



My dear children, according to the spirit of our religion First Communion is the greatest act of one’s life because you begin to nourish yourself with the bread of Angels; because today Jesus Christ makes his entrance into your hearts, which he takes possession of as his temple; because in the Eucharist you receive not only the grace of Jesus Christ but Jesus Christ himself who is the author of grace. Therefore the dispositions that you bring to this must be eminent. With confidence I am going to remind you of them because you have heard of them more than once during the instructions that you have received. As your first Communion must prepare you for all those that you will have the joy of making during your whole life, which will be an abundant source of graces for you, it is only right that you always have these dispositions present. And it seems to me that there is no better time than this august celebration to engrave them firmly on your minds.


The first disposition must be a lively faith and a knowledge of the mysteries and precepts of our religion appropriate to your age. This must not be a weak faith which leaves but faint marks on your minds but, as Saint Augustine felt, it must be lively and loving. This faith must penetrate you with the most religious respect for the real presence 
of Our Lord in this adorable sacrament of our altar and lead you to honor him by the greatest purity. For if, according to the precept of the Apostle, every Christian must examine himself before eating this heavenly bread, you must also, my dear children. You have taken on a serious duty and everything calls you to fulfill this rigorous precept fervently. In fact, how awful it would be if the first time you nourish yourself with the adorable flesh of Jesus Christ your Master, you were to drink and eat to your judgment because you were unable to distinguish this divine nourishment; if the first time you have the joy of approaching the sacred altar, you were to commit the most horrible sacrilege. We like to think, my dear children, that helped by the grace of the Holy Spirit, you have preserved yourself from such great evil by a general and exact confession of all the sins of your life, by a contrition that the supernatural motifs of religion have formed in your hearts, which have been changed into new and purified hearts by the merits of the precious blood of Jesus Christ. This has been explained to you in the sacrament of Penance. You have been washed of all the stains on your soul, at least serious ones. My dear children, we think this but if at this moment your consciences accuse you of negligence which could have grave consequences for your salvation, my dear children, may an evil shame not keep you any longer on the edge of the precipice. There is still time. We are ready to welcome you. Deliver yourself from the worry and the remorse that tears you apart. Come receive the peace that will be the consolation of your days. Have confidence in us. Jesus Christ is calling you. The Angels who care for your soul urge you not to miss the favorable moment of the Lord’s mercies. 


My dear children I issue this most tender invitation not in order to alarm your consciences. I have reason to believe that you are firmly set in your first innocence. What you need now is that solid piety inspire you and that holy desires lift your soul on the wings of charity. For it is not sufficient not to profane the Body of the Lord by sins whose stain remains because you did not declare them sufficiently before the tribunal of Penance, or by evil habits that you do not have the firm resolution to renounce. You must also strive to honor him by a chaste and delicate purity which is alarmed at the least danger. Jesus is the spouse of the pure soul. He reposes with delight among pure and innocent hearts which, like lilies dazzlingly white, have never been soiled by the world’s corruption. But if this first innocence is lacking, Lord, you will not refuse the sacrifice of a contrite and humble heart. I feel that after offending you, it is only by my tears that I can gain access to your infinite mercies. My dear children, say with the Prophet, “Lord, forgive me the faults and dissipation of my youth; forget the ignorance, the inconstancy and the looseness of my early years.’ Delicta juventutis meae et ignorantias meas, ne memineris, Domine'.” For remember, my dear children, that Jesus Christ does not grant the favor of his embraces because of the age and the appearance of the children that he allows to come to his feet to render him homage but to the virtues with which grace has adorned their hearts and of which their age and their innocence are but the image.


In fact, the Venerable Bede says that a child the Lord blesses is an innocent, meek, docile and obedient child. Duplicity and lying are far from him. He is full of respect and love for his God and of submission toward his parents whom he respects as his masters. My dear children, this is how you must be, and as Saint Chrysostom teaches us, if you want to share in the privileges of your age and the caresses of Jesus Christ. Happy fathers and mothers! Happy children! When they found themselves in Jesus’ arms, when he pressed them against his breast, when he lavished on them his divine caresses. My dear children, let us not envy their lot at all.  Ours is a happiness utterly beyond words. You see the children that the Lord has given you, “Ecce ego et pueri mei, quos dedit mihi Dominus." After lifting their gentle and pure hands toward the altar, they turn their eyes toward you, fathers and mothers. They seek your prayers. They ask pardon for all the sorrow and suffering they have caused you in their childhood. Ah, forget those troubles, which are more the fruit of the weakness of age than malice. Give them your blessing; support them by your prayers. Offer these dear children, the most precious treasure that you have in this world. Offer them to Jesus Christ. Consecrate them to his service. Encourage them by your example. Saint Chrysostom teaches us, when explaining that passage in the Gospel “Sinite parvulos…”, that parents have the obligation to present their children to the Lord often. My dear brothers and sisters, it is at this time more than any other that piety obliges you to fulfill the precept given you by this great doctor of the Church. And you, my dear children, unite your desires to the desires of your parents and of all the hearts of this parish. May you have one heart, well prepared and may it be inflamed with divine love.


Such are the dispositions that you must ask of the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Master. Lively and sincere sorrow for all the sins of your life, filial fear, profound humility; holy desires animated by charity and trust, sustained by solid piety, in the goodness of the Lord who invites you with these tender words, “Let the children come to me” and who promised to supply for your efforts. Such are the dispositions that, with the help of the Holy Spirit, must obtain for you a fervent communion.



What are the fruits that you must draw from Holy Communion? That is the subject of the second part.



The first fruit of your First Communion, my dear children, is the first obligation that you incur. It is founded on the words of the Gospel. It is to live only for Jesus Christ. "Qui mandu​cat me ipse vivet propter me." I will say more, you must live in Jesus Christ as Jesus Christ lives in you. The blood of Jesus Christ that flows in your veins and his adorable body that has placed the seed of the future resurrection in your body must transform you into new men. You are no longer your own. "Jam non estis vestri.” Not only your souls but also your bodies belong to the sweet Savior. The union of his adorable flesh has consecrated your bodies. They are changed into temples of the Holy Spirit. How then could eyes that have had the joy of seeing Jesus Christ look in such a way as to soil the purity of your souls? How could a mouth that he has blessed, lips that tasted the blood of the Lamb, a heart where he reposed with delight as on a throne, allow themselves to be enslaved by passions, trod under by the cruel power of Satan, and lose the abundant grace that you have received.


What? Would this heart sanctified by the Savior God rise up against him? Would this mouth consecrated by his divine presence proffer words that would cause you to loose your innocence? Would you use these hands, which bore him like those of Simeon, to do evil? And these feet that brought you to him must they not refuse to take you down the path of vice? It would be better to depart this life, it would be better to loose your members, which are members of Jesus Christ, than to profane them by using them as vile instruments of passion and sin. My dear children, it would be better to die, as the holy elder Simeon, after the inestimable blessing of the Communion that you are going to receive. It would be better to die in the love of your God, than to live a sinful life.


But remember, my dear children, that your obligations are not finished on this day that you must regard as the holiest of your life. Nor are they lessened in any way. You will be out of our sight. Our cares and our attentions can not be the same in your regard. However your duties increase daily as you get older, after the precious gift that heaven grants you. You are going to go out into the world and there take upon yourself a state of life. Perhaps you will find yourself exposed there to the most violent temptations and the most dangerous occasions. Up until now you have been children and you can say truthfully what Saint Paul said of himself, “When I was a child, I thought, I spoke, I acted as a child. …'cogitabam ut parvulus, loquebar ut parvulus, sapiebam ut parvulus. Now I have put aside childish things…'nunc autem evacuavi quae erant parvuli.’”


Up until now your faults have been excused by reason of age. They have not even been all that serious in the eyes of God. Enveloped by the darkness of childhood, you were not capable of discerning good from evil, of judging things soundly or of sensing the consequences. Now you can no longer excuse yourselves by reason of ignorance. And the Lord tells you that he will demand much of the one who has received much. You must draw from light and strength holy communion, as from a divine spring. The former will enlighten your spirit and latter strengthen your footsteps in the way of virtue. My dear children, frequent the sacraments if you want to remain strong in piety and preserve your innocence. Flee bad company, never allow yourself to read bad books and carefully avoid harmful conversations. “Corrumpunt mores bonos colloquia mala.” They infallibly corrupt the purity of your morals. Protect yourselves from the contagion of the world; carefully preserve the gift of religion and faith. Faithfully render God homage by humble prayer. For, as a holy Father tells us, “It is horrible for a Christian to spend one day without praying to God.” “Horrendum est diem sine oratione transigere.” 


Toward your parents, you must show respect and submission which is only surpassed by that which you have for God. It is what they expect in recognition of all the care they have shown you during childhood. Ah, my dear children, you will never know what the tender love of your father and mothers for you has cost, only when you yourselves are obliged to do the same for your own children. You owe them for the good instruction and the good example they have given you and for the ardent prayers they have offered to heaven that you might remain safe and wise. And what do you not owe the deserving pastor who governs this parish so prudently and wisely? What goodness he has and what vigilance to form you! Fulfill his desires. Be always attentive to observe God’s law and the duties it imposes on you. Faithful lambs, make up for the loss of those who refuse his care. It is what Jesus expects of his abundant grace which he wants to give you in the sacrament.


But, my dear children, I reproach myself for delaying the precious moment. Behold the Lamb of God; behold him who takes away the sins of the world. "Ecce Agnus Dei." This is the moment when your holy desires must be enflamed, when the burning fire of charity must set you ablaze with piety and the tenderest love. Young victims, unite the sacrifice of your hearts with the sacrifice of the divine Lamb, who is going to immolate himself on our altars. Approach the throne of mercy with confidence. Angels of peace, guide their timid and faltering steps. And you, holy Virgin, look favorably upon these children who place in you, after God, all their trust. Deign to be their mother. Deign to take them under your protection and speak in their favor at the feet of Jesus Christ your Son, “Here I am with the children you have given me.” “'Ecce ego et pueri mei quos dedit mihi Dominus.” Spouse of Jesus Christ, Church pure and spotless, we present to you these young children that you have welcomed to your bosom, that you have begotten in holy baptism, that you have nourished with the milk of God’s Word. We humbly ask the help of your prayer, before confidently giving them the bread of angels to be their nourishment. Worthy (pastor) of this parish, Pontiff who is going to offer the holy oblation and the victim of propitiation for our sins, you see these tender lambs at your feet. With their tears they ask you to offer them in holocaust and to make the precious blood of Jesus Christ, whose merit must purify all the impurity of their souls, to flow for them. They promise to be your joy, your crown and the dearest objects of your ardent charity. 


Divine Jesus, deign to come forth from your sacred tabernacle to receive the first fruits of these young hearts who consecrate themselves to your service. “Egredere itaque, Domine Jesu.” Deign to captivate them with the allure of your love. Deign to attach them to yourself by bonds which no faithlessness can break. Lord, do not allow that these dear children, for whom we offer the most ardent prayers, ever be separated from you. “Ne permittas separari a te.” Defend them against the powers of hell that do everything they can to see that they are lost. By giving them the pledge of blessed immortality, deign to join them to your Saints in eternal life, which I wish for you etc.
� On the first page of the sermon is this declaration in the founder’s handwriting “This sermon is M. Jerome’s, Catholic Priest.”


This sermon could have been written by Fr. Dodain, former Vincentian, who was a friend of the Good Father and who was guillotined in April 1794 at Poitiers.


� There seems to be something missing from the original.





