Billets to the Good Father
*
(February 1801)


I vowed to be crucified in everything. In other words, in heart, spirit, will, action. I must accept all the crosses, all the suffering, all the annoyances which will present themselves and say, “Even more, Lord” in such a way that if something indifferent in itself annoys me I must not refuse it.


I also commit myself by this vow to take pleasure in nothing. In other words if something good or commanded, I must do it, in spite of the fact that I would find satisfaction in it. But in such a case I must act by reason of the goodness of the action or out of obedience and without conscious acceptance of the satisfaction that I can find in it. I had the intention and the mind to say to the good God that I would not respond at the first movement of satisfaction or repugnance. I asked him not to take away from me that which causes me all kinds of discomfort and disturbance, but only the grace not to consent to that.

I asked him to send me all the sorrow and all the suffering of certain individuals. I asked to expiate in this world, or even in the other, all that they would have to suffer in purgatory. I offered my life, even my damnation, for their personal salvation and for the salvation of all. Finally, despite my unworthiness, I dared to offer myself as a victim for all.

LEBM 11

(around February 1801)


You have to write a few words to Mr. De Vil…to answer him for the sheet, without saying the color, he said he would send. The good God is impatient for him to make his sacrifice. You must speak to Mr. De Mon…the good God put on his heart that he has to answer us. Mr. de Mxxx would be our persecutor, if he were not so afraid of offending the good God. He naturally has great weakness of character. 

LEBM 12


Nature repressed in its tastes and its tendencies. Repugnance and rebellion sacrificed to duty. Caprice subjected and enslaved by the rule, the senses under constraint and the most austere modesty, the body reduced in servitude and under the yoke of penance, the spirit annihilated and no longer thinking of itself, the will captive and only moved by an outside force. Exact vigilance, sustained regularity, constant fidelity, continual death: that is what a spouse of Jesus Christ undertakes in giving herself to Him.

LEBM 13


As far as I can remember, it was Saturday that I saw that soul, with the beginnings of the love of the good God. That soul must come to us. She offered something to our Blessed Virgin, a novena, a candle, I do not know what. That person must replace me; at least that is what I believe. I say to the good God, “But still two years to go. That is a long time.” If she does not correspond to the good God’s graces, I will live longer. She must have a share in the graces that I have. But despite that they will miss me up above. She might have a cold and severe exterior. I hope some that it is Miss V…however I am not sure. I would believe it, because it is I who am the reason she is like that. That soul was chosen because of her detachment from the things of earth. I saw today that we would have more or less six months more than the two years. In other words, I have more or less that much time left to live so that she might have some time of profession.
LEBM 18


Tomorrow I will try to speak to Miss V… without telling her that you have run her errand, unless she asks me. If she would want to go to confession, you should let her speak and then reject that foolishness as being as far from her as from you. Seem to be sure of your facts; assure her that it is a trick of the devil, that one should not pay attention to it. Remind her that Our Lord was tempted, even though in another way. Remind her also of the sufferings of his heart. If there were a way of proposing to her a time of mortification, that would do her good. She must begin to enter upon the crucified life. I hope that communion tomorrow will heal her. In everything she has great need of this powerful help, so that the feeling of the presence of God is impressed in her heart in such a way as to weaken the false reasoning of her head.
LEBM 20


It is certain that Mr. David’s vows will be very pleasing to the good God. He wants him to make the sacrifice of delaying his ordination, but perhaps that will not delay it. He will tell the Bishop of Vienna that he is a religious. He will explain to him our situation. He will say that his only concern is that the Holy See approve it or at least tolerate it and that we are all of the same intention. It is not only the Blessed Virgin who wants this order, but it seems to have become a need for the Heart of God, so great is his mercy toward us. It is impossible for me to explain for I have told you nothing in comparison with what I learned or sensed on this matter.

LEBM 21


A shower of blessings is falling on Lussa and Rochette, relative to their ceremony of the habit and their…The Blessed Virgin has been praying for us since midnight. I also saw the little vow book. You have something else to do for me. I am not sure what it is.

LEBM 22

The good God let me know that it was not necessary right now that you read about the duties of the monastic life because you would adopt things which, however good, are not for you right now. You would not be able to maintain them, not being accustomed to the common life, and you would worry about having to renounce them. The good God has granted you the precious gift of his constant presence, in other words, when chatting, moving about, doing something else, without being aware of it you are thinking of him.  In other words, he is more in you than you are yourself, if one can say that. In order to respond to this special grace, he would like you to withdraw into the depth of your heart several times a day to adore him, even if but for a moment. For he makes his dwelling there and he likes to be there. For that reason the faults you commit are never with complete deliberation. Even on the days when you are the busiest, the good God would like you to take the time to make your little half-hour and on other days an hour taken at two different times. In return for your fidelity in entering with the good God into the depth of your heart, you will remain at his feet with a certain ease. There will be no more room for boredom, for the distractions that even if they tire you will be far from you and will not bother you. I can assure you that the good God desires and plans to give you special graces. I would almost dare to say his Heart needs to do that. The good God says that you have committed some mistakes. The chagrin and boredom you have causes you some headaches which you can not master.  And so you get in a bad mood with yourself and that overflows at times to others. That increases your grief for then you think you have committed a lot of voluntary faults and your real mistake is to have worried just about yourself, rather than immediately entering into your heart with the good God who would close the wound that fear of committing a fault had created. Or if it were real, he would pour forth the consoling balm of suffering love on it. The good God also complains that you form certain ideas that would just pass if you were not scared of them. With this way of acting that you incite temptation, you get yourself into trouble and worry. Clearly you only make the mistake of being too afraid.
LEBM 23


Simplicity is the first of the virtues that Our Lord practiced. It seems that without this virtue we never arrive at the perfection of any other. The first reason which proves Our Lord’s love for simplicity is that in being born, he had the reason of a mature man and he wanted to preserve the simplicity of an infant. The second is that the shepherds were the first called in consideration of their great simplicity. The heart of the Holy Child lit up when they came to adore him and the magi were received with tender seriousness. The third reason is that a converted sinner becomes simple in the measure that Our Lord removes the rust that sin left on his soul. The fifth
is that scruples come from a lack of simplicity. This is why the scrupulous never arrive at a certain degree of perfection. Finally, without great simplicity, there are no sweet communications with God.


Humility is the faithful companion of simplicity. These two virtues have an infinite rapport. There is no true humility without simplicity.


There is no act of a priest, done by reason of his state, that does not obtain a grace for him or for the one for whom it is done. Rarely are indulgences gained from the blessing of rosaries, crosses and medals but the grace of the blessing is renewed. Priests could never give too much attention to the blessing that they give before confession. Some sinners coming with bad disposition have been converted and in spite of themselves even forced to admit their hideous crimes by the grace of the priest’s blessing. It is as if God is forced to grant an extraordinary grace if the priest who blesses asks it of him. When you go to confess venial sins and the priest gives you the blessing, not only are they effaced but the blessing gives you the strength not to fall so often or some other grace. We deprive ourselves of so many graces in not paying enough attention to the blessing before Communion. One preceded by (self) accusation truly is more effective. Blessings of candles, clothing bring with them infinite graces.

LEBM 24


The Blessed Virgin was born with all the virtues. She never had temptations. She was predestined from eternity to be the mother of God. But she merited this great favor, first by her complete fidelity to God’s graces and then by the three virtues which she practiced eminently at the moment the angel came to announce this great news to her. The first is her love for virginity. The second is her humility. The third, which is the complement of all, is her perfect abandonment to the will of God out of pure love for Him. At the moment that Our Lord was conceived in her womb, he gave her his heart which he placed as yours is embroidered. The Blessed Virgin’s is the first because she existed and Our Lord did not exist humanly speaking. That is why in our order the house of women must be established so that the men’s house might begin. That is also why there will never be an establishment of one without the other. Let us go back to the Blessed Virgin. When Our Lord gave her his heart, she had the sentiment, that is to say the awareness of his life, his sufferings and his death and she received in her heart the same wound that Our Lord was to receive in his passion. In other words, the Blessed Virgin experienced a lovingly painful feeling which she preserved until the moment that the angels took her to heaven. It was the same angels who were destined to render her homage. It is their only occupation. They praise and adore God by honoring and serving the Blessed Virgin.

The Blessed Virgin never felt the malice of sin or the odiousness of the human heart. She only knew the sorrow it causes God. That is why she is so greatly merciful.  

In his mother’s womb Our Lord, as a man, had the same reason, wisdom and prudence as when he was thirty. Out of love for us, after his birth he wanted to preserve the appearance of the weakness of a child to make us feel that we can and must imitate him in everything. He really possessed that kind of simplicity. He joined to it sweet gaiety, tender naiveté and a perpetual tendency to the good which made him the most beautiful and most lovable of the children of men. The Holy Child Jesus only caressed his mother until the age of three. Up to that age, he reached out his arms to Saint Joseph. But after that he no longer gave them exterior signs of tenderness. Sometimes there was a tender look at Mary and that look went right to the depth of her heart. Each time it increased the tender and lively ardor of her love, for Mary’s love for Jesus grew constantly until the very moment the angels took her to heaven. That feeling could never remain static. If it did not grow it would diminish. There is a great difference between their three beautiful hearts. There is more distance between the purity of Saint Joseph’ and Mary’s than between that Mary’s and Jesus’. Saint Joseph’s had been stained. He always had the tendency toward evil. What’s more, unlike Mary he did not have all the infused virtues. The Heart of Mary, like that of Jesus, had a perpetual tendency toward the good. Saint Joseph’s heart was purified. The Heart of Mary was divinized and that of Jesus was humanized. What proves the great difference between their three hearts is the end of their life. One died. That is the irrevocable penalty attached to sin. Mary was taken up into heaven. Our Lord wanted to die but he was raised up.


The Blessed Virgin was conceived without sin. God had sent forth a divine breath on Saint Joachim and Saint Ann during that act to keep far away any concupiscence. Saint Ann fell into profound contemplation, completely taken up with the good God and the child that was to be born of her, for whom she had a sort of respect, but without a clear idea of what she was to be one day. Saint Ann never offended the good God during her pregnancy. She never even had the least feeling of rebellion, in her flesh, her spirit or her heart. During that time she always had perfect peace of soul. God wanted that so that the substance of the one to be the mother of his Son would be as pure and simple as a human could be.

LEBM 25

October 10, 1801


Last evening I found myself so despondent that it seemed my heart would burst open. I was strongly tempted to ask the good God to take back his graces because they had become a cause of grief for me, which I was not able to bear, being unable to give an account of what was happening in my heart. I am really afraid of not being of good faith in my inability, even though it would be a great relief for me to say everything. But a certain confusion takes hold of me. I would like to be able to bury myself in a hole. I even confess that I close my eyes to the good God’s graces, when their object is somehow related to me. I do not believe that I have even dared to think of them or to thank him for them as if they were for myself. Yesterday finally, in all my despair, I cried out and asked the good God to have pity on me. I was so with the good God that I heard myself speaking without knowing that it was me, that voice only. I complained that the fear, the emotion, together with the invincible repugnance that I have to dare think and speak of all that, as it concerns me, made me tell you nothing in depth. I reproached the good God for not giving you enough courage to put up with me and for leaving me without help, without support, not wanting to have recourse to anyone but experiencing such a great abandonment that the bottom seems to be falling out. At that moment, Our Lord Jesus Christ showed himself on the cross but without his side pierced. He said to me, “This how it was for me on the cross.” Then he disappeared. What struck me was that this morning, you said that to me when I went to confession. I could not or I did not dare to tell you what had happened to me. After Holy Communion Our Lord again showed himself to my soul in the same way and it was as if I received in my heart the wound his was lacking. That pain remained with me until evening. It came back from time to time so strongly that I was close to becoming sick. 

This morning I saw Saint Bernard with the Lord. He was the first I could make out. Then Saint Dominic and Saint Augustine, whom I had trouble finding, Saint Pacomius, whose name I had to be told as I took him for Saint Jerome thinking that he was to pray for you. You, you alone, must do all that the institutions they founded did. Saint Pacomius means that you will have a large number of disciples and that they will lead a penitent life; Saint Augustine, that you must easily believe in the conversion of sinners, receive them, help them, that you will convert many with an easy manner; Saint Dominic stands for erudition and that you are to preach and instruct youth. But it is Saint Bernard that you are to imitate. He includes everything: his love for children, his solitude, his dealings with the Pope, Kings, the great. You will be criticized and persecuted like him, even if your undertakings come from God.

Finally, I suffered so much, I was so overwhelmed, that I do not really know what I saw of them. I only know that Saint Bernard is the one with whom you have most in common. I also know that they are our protectors, especially yours, for I was praying very much for you when they appeared. They seemed to join with me in praying to Our Lord who was there. As Saint Bernard was close, I looked and I saw that the side of the Lord was still not pierced. That’s about all I know.


LEBM 26


This morning I did not see anything at communion. Since I have been receiving it for your intention, I have not asked anything particular for you. From the moment I enter the church, I find myself with the good God. I take your heart to his and I remain there, as dead. I pray very forcefully, however it seems that I have never been so absolutely lost with the good God.

LEBM 27

February-March 1801


For my consolation I saw the little book again. This little book tells me that we are the only ones, that we will be approved, that Mary is and will always be our protectress, our support, and that we will always share in the affections of her heart; that when God withdraws we must have recourse to her. In our troubles, in our desolation, in our infidelity, if we invoke her instead of becoming discouraged, she will pray for us.

LEBM 28

October 1801

This morning I found myself even more with the good God than ordinarily. I never heard Mass like that. I prayed for you constantly and it seemed to me that the good God was hearing me. At least, I can assure you that he pours a very special mellifluous love into your heart, when I pray for you. Particularly in the time after Communion, something like a big cloud passed over me. It opened up and I saw on one side Saint Magdalene at our Lord’s feet. I felt the Lord’s presence but he was in the cloud. On the other side was Saint Joseph. In the middle was Mary presenting you to Our Lord. She was between Saint Joachim and Saint Ann. Behind were our four Saints who were presenting paper scrolls which contained their institutions. They seemed to intercede for us and say, “They will do all that.” We must have special devotion to Saint Magdalene and like her remain at Our Lord’s feet. You must have devotion to Saint John.
 We will have Saint Joachim and Saint Ann for protectors. You must preach devotion to these two saints whose intercession is sought very little. It could be a source of many graces. We must have a very special feast for that.
LEBM 29

March 1801
Our Lord reproached me because yesterday I did not say that that he had showed himself crucified at the end. That tells us we will have many crosses. This evening he told me that we would be persecuted even by saints. The Blessed Virgin prayed during Mass but for you alone. It was also shown to me that some good subjects, men, would come to us who would give us many consolations according to God and who would also earn much respect for us. That will be at a time when we are humiliated, even a bit discouraged. The Blessed Virgin will not cease praying for you. I asked why.  It is because you will receive a great cross. I do not know whether it is to obtain the grace to carry it well or whether it is in order to divert it. What I believe, but I am not sure of it, is that it will arrive on Saturday and that it will come from Paris. I do not think I need permission in order to try to get a hold of it, if I can. If that be, forgive me the past and give me complete liberty for the future.
LEBM 31


With difficulty I found myself at your feet this morning. Several times I have experienced the same difficulty but, I believe, never so strongly. In the depth of my heart I have something I would like to tell you and perhaps I will understand it better in telling you about it. What I am saying to you is not a daydream, even though it might seem to be. I think I can assure you that it is true, that it would be useful to you and that it would do you good. You would need a little bit of time at your disposal so that you might be a bit quiet. You would speak to me a bit, in such a way that I would not be able to guess what you were thinking, for then I will fall at your feet. I would like to be able to sink into the floor where I am standing. The only thing that I am capable of is feeling how unworthy I am of all the graces I receive.  I no longer have the strength to admit it…I was too taken up with Mr. Isidore to be entirely with God. No one desires more than I that he get better both for the work and for you. I would like the good God to give me that grace also because it would be like an antidote for the uncertainties hanging over your head. But in all that I was afraid to heal it and I would have been very sad about that. Forgive me, I have this feeling within in spite of myself. It grows in proportion to the graces that I receive. I have need to speak of them, and in fact it really pains me that someone know them. I have agonized about it all day. I experience an unspeakable need to be at the feet of the Blessed Sacrament but I dare not give into it nor remain there too much. It seems to make my days shorter. I wanted to pray for Mr. Isidore during Mass and Communion but I was not able. That time is reserved entirely for you.
LEBM 32

February 3, 1802


The good God let me know that he showed himself bodily to Sister Marie Alacoque, so that she would make known the devotion to his Sacred Heart. He granted that grace to the daughters of the Visitation, because their rule is mild, adapted to all, even though it demands a great interior spirit. He poured forth a certain loving kindness, on them in order to extend this devotion and to make it loved. Now that it has been adopted, he wants an order destined to adore his Heart, to repair the outrages that he receives, (an order) that will enter into the interior suffering of this Heart and that will retrace the four ages of his life. He wants the rule to be a bit austere, so as to imitate his crucified life but he wants the members to enter especially into the interior crucifixion of his Heart. For that reason He will only communicate interiorly and they will suffer much. He tells me that I will no longer have the consolations that ordinarily accompany the revelations He gives. It is you who will have them and you will also eventually have revelations. The small societies will not last a long time. Several of their subjects will come to us. We will always have large society, of another kind, which will be a kind of third order. This is the difference with the Visitation. People sign up to be part of the Society of the Sacred Heart and they really are not at part of it (the Visitation). While with us, they will really be one with us. We will renew the resolutions every year.

LEBM 33

February-March 1801


The Blessed Virgin is in heaven when she prays for us. The little book is there also. I believe that is to make us realize that nothing will happen to us, that He had cast a glance of mercy upon us. He reproached me for not having faith. But it was at that moment that I saw the palace and the two men bringing someone there whom I did not know. Our Lord brought me back to how I am now, where he lets me know the secrets of his heart. I came down to tell you that. Since I have been here I have prayed that nothing will happen. Our Lord told me to write. I asked to say my rosary. After that, He reminded me that He had told me that his Mother wanted our affair,
 that it had become her own. He told me that He wanted me to write. I saw my papers making a small book. The good God withdrew completely seeing that I was not going to get the writing case. I was forced to leave.
LEBM 34


I do not think that the good God requires that I say anything to you this morning. The suffering has stayed with me, along with an unspeakable joy. My heart is so filled with these two feelings that if I had not experienced this situation some, I would think that I would remain this way my whole life long, which in reality would not be long, for my heart seems to expand and melt. Suffering increases happiness and happiness increases suffering. Tell me if I must remain like this, or die of it, so as to explain what is completely unexplainable and what is so embarrassing to admit especially as it has to do with myself. 

LEBM 35

February 10, 1801


During the “Salve” the good God open his heart to us. He said, “Come, my children, come my friends, come plunge yourself into my heart, come submerge yourselves in love and sorrow.” The Blessed Virgin was not praying as ordinarily. She was joyful and seemed to show us to her Son. The angels were gathered attentively around her. I fell down in adoration. In spite of that, I was thanking the Blessed Virgin. I was revived and I left. When I came back, the good God again opened his heart to me. He placed in mine inconceivable suffering and love. I remained a while in that situation. Then he reproached me for my confusion, my emotion today, my lack of trust in his interior counsel. I answered that yesterday I had been mistaken. He told me that I had not been mistaken, but had poorly explained things, because I did not want to speak of myself; that I should have confessed the wonders he was doing in my soul; that I would have peace but always suffering; that He was reserving for me many stronger embraces; that He loved my dependence on you; that I did well in putting myself at your feet this morning; that I should always receive communion in spite of the difficulty; that it was always Him, in spite of the fact that He did not make himself felt; that He was supporting my soul in its weakness; that He wanted me crucified. He told me to pray that He pardon them for what they did today. He told me to ask you for such a penance for them. He did not require that I name it. That is between the two of us. The good God said, “I so love charity, pardon Miss Geoffroy.”
LEBM 36

Our Lord loves the suffering that writing causes me but he wants me to make the sacrifice, even for the things that will seem insignificant to me. It seemed that I would be unable to turn aside or even diminish any adversity without my heart taking it on and experiencing all the suffering. In short, today it is as if I had the fusiliers, the two who interrogate the writer and those who suffer, all of that was in my heart. What is more I do not know if the affair is finished but there was a lot less trouble. I was unable to find anything out this evening. Our Lord wanted me at his feet to suffer and to adore. It seemed perhaps for five or six minutes that all the instruments of the Passion, except the cross, were in my heart. It will be better if Lussa does not involve herself in the marriage of Esther and her cousin.                                                                                      LEBM 37

Last evening I asked the good God if I was not deceiving you. In short, I told him of my pain and my trouble. Right then he showed me a number of white mantles arranged in two lines with you in the middle, a bit removed from the others in the place that the Superior would have in a choir with stalls. He showed me several establishments. I saw them all over, formed of three, of six religious, and especially one in a large city. The Jesuits are in black. It seemed that I saw a scapular on their cassock. They will be considered scholars and you (will be considered) saints. People will be infatuated by you, but that will not last. Their ambition will destroy them and the truly devout, who will always love us, when they see the others come back to us, will say, “see, we were right.” There will be a rivalry between us. At another time I saw that the other religious orders would not be reestablished. I saw your little nephews with the white mantle but in the big city. Another time I saw that without you
, religion will not be reestablished. There is not enough zeal, strength…among the secular priests. Also because missions are necessary. You will be designated with the title of priest regulars. In spite of everything they say about religious, in the majority of cities it was two or three religious who, by their sanctity and their prayers, held back God’s anger. The reestablishment of religion will never be complete without religious. 

LEBM 38

 (October 1801)

I was not able to discover for certain what impedes the progress of religion. What is certain is that the good God has been deeply wounded in his Heart; that he is not happy with the seeming lack of concern that real Catholics have shown in this circumstance. They have not prayed for it insistently. This applies particularly to us to whom the good God showed this assembly gathered for this intention. Twenty bishops had such a pure intention in handing in their resignation that that act opened heaven to them. I can not tell you all that I saw. I do not have enough courage for that. I am afraid of not making myself understood the way God wants and I am upset at not saying everything. 

You must leave here in silence, begin the "De profundis" at the foot of the stairs, finish it at the top, say the prayer for the dead. Then all the brothers go to bed. You give each holy water as they pass by. They must receive it as if it were the sign of peace. Then you knock and everyone prostrates themselves. You begin the “Miserere,” then a “vive.” A prayer to the Sacred Heart, a short prayer to the Blessed Virgin that she present us to her Son at the hour of death. You must have it in Latin. You remain for about two minutes. You knock so that they prepare to receive your blessing. You give it and then you knock again. Each stands to go to bed and everyone goes off. There is no prayer for the morning. At the moment of rising, each one kneels down for about five minutes. They dress, they do what they have to do and they go immediately to church. No one must say anything unless really necessary and then it should be said very lowly. It is desirable that, except for important business, you not even give them permission to speak to you. If you do you would have reason to fear that they will never have real silence among them. Do not say the “Domine.” That should be said at chapter.

(October 2, 1801). It was two days ago that I found myself in the good God’s presence. Our Lord made himself felt in my heart in a very special way. He reminded me of an assembly that he had previously showed me and this struck me so that I came to tell you of it immediately. The First Council had made an insidious proposition to the Legate, in other words a proposition completely harmful to the interests of religion. Only the Legate sensed the importance of it all. The decision was put off. They had another conversation in which Bonaparte declared his intentions. Then the Legate asked for time to think it over or to send a courier to Rome. I am not sure of the last part. What makes me suspect something is that something favorable to us happened and that there is to be something on All Saints day. It is already clearly agreed upon. The good God has received a deep wound from it. I only dare tell you that I felt it in a sensible way. It was the day that I saw Our Lord but his heart was not pierced. It was the same day that I saw all the saints who intercede for us. All of that continues and if I had the courage to admit everything, you would know the results of it all. I feel that and I suffer from it but I can not say anything more. I must however tell you that I would be dead if everything had happened and in his great mercy the good God would be content with such an unworthy victim. From now on I will try to say everything, but it is always of things beyond me that I speak, which is the reason why my affairs are not clear.

I asked if the brother of Miss V…was in heaven. He was then shown to me. The whiteness of his garment struck me. He has never ceased praying for his sister. He goes especially to the Blessed Virgin for her. It was he who obtained the grace for her to make her vow. He is also the reason that she does not fail in it. What he has prayed for the most is that his possessions be used for the church. According to the questions you and she gave me, I asked the reason for this white garment that I had not seen on others. It is because of his complete devotion to the Blessed Virgin and to show the desire that he has for the establishment of our Order. He is one of our most zealous protectors. He was the cause of my first agreement with his sister. It is also his insistent prayers to the Blessed Virgin that are the reason that she never used a certain sum of money without permission and without having trouble and that she always ended up speaking to him about it. He prays ceaselessly for her. He always loved her in an uncommon manner. There is reason to believe that, if she is faithful to the graces he obtains for her, she will be what I told you, in spite of the noises in her head which might be troublesome for her and for us. It would be good to speak to her a bit about her prayer. She does not abandon herself enough to the good God. If a good feeling comes over her, she lets it pass in order to follow her reason. She has some short good periods, but it is almost in spite of herself, in spite of how good she may feel. 


(October 1801). I am completely unable to give an account of what I saw last evening just as I saw it. First, a bit before Compline, it seemed to me that my heart was breaking. Then it burned me. The pain was so great that I had difficulty speaking. When I came down, I saw the little house in Limoges, different things that I told you and that I do not remember well. The pain in my heart increased. When everyone had left, I prayed to the good God rather peacefully. It seems that I was completely with him. All of a sudden I saw (with the eyes of the soul) a rather big bed whose curtains were drawn. There was a man in the bed who seemed to be drawing his last breath but whose arms were raised toward heaven and were twisted. He lowered them with an air of despair more frightening than one could tell. That vision awakened me. Then along with the pain in my heart I felt a frightening shock. Coming back to myself a bit, I was once again with the good God. Then I saw again my man and I awoke once more. Then I asked the good God what that meant. It seemed to me that his soul was going to appear for judgment at that instant. I saw it fall into hell and that was because of his lack of faith. I wanted to pray to the Blessed Virgin. He did not believe. I asked the good God if, in fact, he would go to hell (for I saw him constantly making the contortions of one in despair). There is hope until the last breath. Fright came over me as never before. However I asked the good God to know who it was. I could not find anything out. My heart broke, then it burned me in an infinitely painful way, except during Mass when I once again saw my man each time that I prayed to the good God. 

(November 2, 1801). Yesterday, during the second Salve, I saw the Blessed Virgin with a large bouquet in her hand. I do not know what kind of flowers they were but it was really superb. I asked the Blessed Virgin whom they were for. I presented the bouquet to all in the chapel, it was not for anyone. Then it was offered to me close by. I said to the Blessed Virgin, “It can not be for me. If it were a bouquet of thorns, that would be right. You know well that flowers are not for me.” I do not believe I ever had such a deep and real feeling of my unworthiness. Finally, embarrassed, shocked, troubled, I said, “Isn’t this a trick of the devil? Is it really you?” Then the Blessed Virgin drew very close. I never saw her so close and the bouquet touched me. I have never seen anything so magnificent, even if I can not say what it was. I asked her and I received this answer, “Take it.” A sense of God’s presence came and was one with the presence of the Blessed Virgin. I asked pardon for having feared the devil. I told him my reason. The bouquet got closer. I said that I could not take it without permission. Then I awoke but I believe because wax fell on my fingers and burned me. I believe nothing has ever made such an impression on me. During the “Miserere” I saw it again. When I went down, she appeared again. I asked her insistently what it meant. No response. I spoke to the good God, I implored him. I fell down as if I were going to die, with an unspeakable pain in my heart. I remained quite a while like that, in other words as if I were in agony. I believe that I was unable to move or to call out. Coming back to myself, I began again to pray. Same sight, same suffering, but this time it was stronger and longer and I sensed the Blessed Virgin presenting me to the good God. A loud sound pulled me away from there, for I believe that I could have died. I felt my heart almost detach itself, my soul take flight, I almost stopped breathing. That situation caused me anguish that I have no way of expressing.
I saw again the bed of the man who caused me such fear. The curtains were closed, the casket was near. I then became aware that he was in purgatory.


I have reason to believe, after all that I suffered, that the bouquet that the Blessed Virgin offered me, signified death. What is certain is that I was not allowed to accept it as long as it was not for me. After that event, I did not see it again.


(November 5, 1801). Wednesday, being in the good God’s presence, I saw the Blessed Virgin and near her someone with a crown on his head. I believed that it was the good God. I then had the feeling that it was the same thing I had seen around two months ago. At the time I was obliged to pray much and to make a number of communions, without knowing who it was but only that it was a being infinitely important and in danger. Seeing him again, I asked who he was. Just then I saw little Madame Elizabeth and I received the answer: (he thinks like her). That does not mean that it was the little king who was saved but I hope so and I have reasons, not sure or clear enough to be able to explain them, which however give me reason to think so. I believe I can state that it is a Bourbon, whom we will have as king. I can not say the exact time. I believe that it will be rather soon. Bonaparte is confused. He does not know if he will remain First Council, if he will have himself proclaimed king, or if he will give the crown to the one who should have it. I was unable to find out the path he will take.


Yesterday, being before the good God, I once more saw the Blessed Virgin and the king and I was told, “pray that he be crowned.” I saw him another time. I was told to have ten persons from the house, who were pointed out to me, each take a day to receive Holy Communion for this intention and to say the “Vexilla Regis” and the “Sub tuum” on the same day. I asked if he will be proclaimed king shortly. I received as a response, “You will not know. Have these prayers said always, you will be doing something pleasing to my Heart.” I then saw that the Catholic religion would restore France to all its splendor, that this king would be very pious, that until we had him, we would have nothing really solid in favor of religion. 
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I could not see anything during communion because I was being pushed all the time and right then I could not pray given the noise. I find myself in a situation in God’s presence that I have never experienced. In other words, from the moment that I am at his feet it’s like I am dead, only he exists. What takes me away from his presence kills me but if I remain there too long, I could very really die. Once more I saw our four saints. Our institution by itself must fulfill the purpose of theirs. Like Saint Pacomius you must have many children who, leading a different life, will have the same spirit. I saw your donnés, whom you do not speak of. We must imitate his life of penance, his silence, his prayer. With Saint Augustine stand for preaching, facility in receiving and converting sinners, those at present who have wandered from the faith. Saint Dominic is there as one of the dear children of the Blessed Virgin whose particular privileges he victoriously defended when some dared attack them. I was unable to find out which one. He is for instruction of youth and preaching and erudition. Saint Bernard is the one who has the most in common with you. Like him, you must stand alongside the Pope, the King and the bishops. Like him, you will be criticized and condemned. You will have his manner of preaching and his way of being with the good God. Like him you must bring up children. You will receive satisfaction from them. Finally, like him, if you can find the time for prayer, you will experience a certain sweetness of love that he still has in heaven and that is special to him.
At another time, I again saw Our Lord Jesus Christ in the same abandonment as yesterday. He was stretched on the cross. His left arm was not attached to it. His side was not pierced. With great goodness he said to me, “I gave you my Heart and you did not give me all of yours. You have a certain attachment to your brother and you have not made the complete sacrifice of admitting the graces that you receive.” Then he let me know that I had the will but that I always let myself be overcome by the repugnance that I experience in spite of myself. But what does me good is that in the measure I have the courage to write, you will have a greater facility in praying. I then saw my death. It is in my room. It is in the corner of the garden that I must be buried. I then saw water in the hole. I felt sad at that. I did not consent to it. I retracted that. I even pleaded that it happen. My portrait is too old, too thin, too sad, the body too stiff, the face should be retouched by Miss Vincent.
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The Superior General will lead the life of the missionaries. Although he can be taken from the simple religious, he will always be a priest. 


The missionaries will sleep on a straw mattress. The Superior can permit them a mattress when they are sick but he can not oblige them to take it if they have repugnance unless the doctor says the straw is bad for their sickness. When they sleep on a mattress, they will have a feather bolster. They must also be given linen sheets and chemises of the same material. The Superior can also allow the missionaries to use a plank but he should only do so with discretion when he believes that it will not affect the health of the one requesting it. They will also have to stay in the monastery for eight days. In other words, if they have been in mission, they can only go back after eight days of rest. If someone has a skin disease, he should be given linen sheets and chemises, even if he keeps using his straw mattress. They will always have two covers in winter, one wool and a quilt on top. The Superior must see if they have sufficient. The religious are obliged to say if they need more and the Superior must see that they are supplied according to their needs.

Their beds will be mounted on three very solid supports, a plank over that for sleeping, a good thick straw mattress that does not prick over that; a straw pillow, wool sheets, two coverings, on wool and a quilt. There will always be curtains between the beds and place for a stool between each one. That will be made of wood and the top will be a straw cushion. Within there will be a small cupboard that will never be locked but no brother will ever look within. Above that will be a coat rack on which to hang their clothes. Only the Superior must make the visit, often enough, more or less once a week, never at a fixed time, nor the same day. The children should not be let go there, nor should outsiders be let enter unless they are accompanied by a religious. It is expressly forbidden to speak there. That would be matter for the chapter of faults. 
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At the moment we entered the church, the Blessed Virgin began to pray. When the ceremony began, the whole heavenly choir stopped everything to look at what was going on in our chapel as if it were something very surprising and of great interest for the inhabitants of heaven. When you started praying, all the saints and angels prayed for you, particularly the founders of the Orders, even more particularly Saint Benedict, Saint Bernard and Saint Isidore. It was at the moment of the de profundis that the Holy Spirit descended upon you, but for you alone, and it was at the end that Our Lord gave you his blessing. The saints continued to be interested and to pray for us. When the brothers began the de profundis, the Holy Spirit descended on them, but they did not receive all the gifts. Each one received some graces, particularly on the left side, where it was so strong that I came to myself so that I could look. I was too troubled after to know anything. 
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Have
 them get up before seven o’clock. At seven, Prime, Tierce, Sext. A half hour of prayer. Mass at a suitable time. An hour of study in the morning when the works of the ministry allow it. No going out in the morning unless necessary. At nine o’clock, everyone gathers: a Vivat, a Hail Mary, the Salve, the salutation to Saint Joseph. None before dinner and a quarter hour of examen on the obligations of religious life. After dinner, a brief moment before the Blessed Sacrament. At four o’clock, if possible, everyone gathers: a Vivat, a Hail Mary, a de profundis, Vespers, the rosary. In the evening, always a half-hour of prayer and a half hour of reading when the work of ministry allows it. Everyone comes here before seven o’clock for the office. No one may be missing without permission. Never dinner in town without permission. If at all possible eat a boiled dinner, a roast or vegetables, always only four things at dinner, three at supper. Fast on Wednesdays. Buy nothing, give nothing more than 12 sols; receive nothing without informing someone. Complete submission of heart, perfect renunciation of spirit. Annihilation and abandonment of ones whole being in the hands of the one who leads us.
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As a general rule, the large breviary, the small offices, two hours of prayer. The missionaries, less, in proportion to their work but always as much as they are able, even on mission. Except for extraordinary circumstances or sickness, they may not be dispensed from their half-hour. Unless sick, always fast. Also always wool, the plank for the simple religious. Sleep clothed. The straw mattress for the missionaries, the lay brothers and the children. Manual labor, each one according to what he can do, a bit of work on the land. Things to be used should be of ordinary quality. Proper conduct of chapters. Obligation of chapter of faults and declarations. Habitual silence. The education of children that are in the house. The observance of the three vows, poverty and obedience in the least details. The de profondis when someone is dying. The Miserere on going to bed. Arising always at two o’clock, for the missionaries at five thirty during the summer at six during the winter.
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I did all that I could in order to wait to receive communion at Mass but Our Lord Jesus Christ placed in my heart such a violent desire to receive him that in spite of myself, I grabbed hold of the cloth on the communion rail. At the moment that I bent down, my heart opened forcefully and the good God came down. The impression was so strong that without willing it I placed my hand on my chest to see if it was not opened. When you began the Salve, it was as if the heavens opened. I saw the angels; the whole heavenly court said it with you. The Blessed Virgin was there with the child. I have never seen the Blessed Virgin so closely and so distinctly. I was so struck that I did not look at the child. I accepted him, as you told me to. I remained with the good God. He let me know that I was to make nine communions, that this child would have many crosses and that I am to take them on myself and I accepted that. I was overcome with fear. I asked the good God if this was all not just an illusion. He told me it was not. Such a strong feeling of God’s presence went through me that I could never express it. I asked him what this child meant. He told me to be on guard against curiosity and to be more abandoned. He reproached me for my distraction. He gave me such a strong feeling of his divine presence that I wanted to cry out, “Lord, is it possible that you give such graces to a being who has committed so many crimes, so many abominations and who is unfaithful in everything?” It was then, if I dare say it, that I became completely one with him and as the feeling of my misery and my unworthiness grew, God’s graces multiplied. I asked him why he seemed to abandon me. He let me know that I would experience even greater neglect and sorrows. He placed me in your hands and at that point let me know that you had pleased him. The renewal of my vows brings both you and me a multitude of graces, especially when you placed your foot on my head. The feeling I have when I think of you doing that pleases him and effaces some of the imperfections of my life. The rest of the time I remained almost without feeling. I heard nothing of the Mass. I came back to myself a bit two times, once at communion and I let out a sigh to God for you. I offered sister Françoise. I fell back into a deep sense of self-annihilation and I only came around at the Salve. I remained the whole day with such a sense of God that I dared not go to the church for fear that someone would sense something. I retired to my room for an hour where I became as I was in the morning. I forgot to tell you that the good God also told me that I would have crosses of every type and kinds that I had not yet experienced. I must also ask you for real penances when I go to confession and when I renew my vows in order to blot out more and more my iniquities.

Your time before the good God must be used to think more of the mystery of the Incarnation and the presence of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament than of the Passion. 
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In summer, in other words from Easter to the first of October, the missionaries will go to bed at ten o’clock and get up at five, except those that the Superior dispenses because they are tired from their ministry. What’s more he will allow them to sleep an hour after dinner. That hour of sleep is not obligatory. As a general rule, it is reserved to the Superior to dispense from the parts of the rule. This is true not only when someone is sick, that goes without saying, but even when the amount of work in the ministry could give reason to fear that the fatigue it occasions, together with the austerity of the rule, might be too deleterious for one’s health. He should speak with each of the brothers from time to time about their health, even their capacity, so as to grant some relief. He would be held responsible, if he were not to watch out for their welfare, just as if he had let abuses be introduced. He need not fear this inconvenience as he will only be giving some momentary relief and, even when some are really ill, he must go back to the rule when he sees a bit of improvement even if it is only for one or two days, so that no religious lose the spirit of penance that must be maintained in spite of the mitigations his health might call for. The missionaries will not take dinner or supper in town. But when they have preached or heard many confessions, they will be allowed to take a hot or cold beverage or some fruit either fresh or cooked. If they have nothing further to do in the place where they are and so that they not get hot so and run the risk of catching some sickness, they should go home to take this refection. Their ordinary dinner will be a bit of wine, four ounces of bread, some soup or milk, finally something hot if they have preached or heard many confessions or if they are very tired. According to the rule they only have to fast on all Fridays of the year and on Wednesdays from October 1 to Easter. If during that time they are preaching, they are dispensed. The same is true if there is a fast of the church during the week, they are dispensed from one of the fasts of the rule. Dinner is not an obligation but if someone wants to abstain out of mortification, he must ask the permission of the Superior. They will always abstain from meat. Their dinner will be composed of soup, one portion like the simple religious, another portion and two portions of dessert.
 Supper is the same. On fast days they will have three portions at supper. Their diet will include no meat, except wild duck, water chicken and other things like that. No pastry, no foreign wine. The superior is allowed to have some of that as well as some liqueur for someone who might fall sick. Never yield in any way to sensuality, softness, laxity but grant everything when there is need. He will follow that principle in allowing meat. But when there is meat, it will be eaten in the infirmary as it must never appear in the refectory. The only kind of meat to be eaten will be beef, veal, mutton, lamb or goat, hen or chicken, everything boiled, roasted or grilled. Never stew, meat alone, for one of their meatless portions will make up for it as in the world. All affectation is to be avoided. It is inappropriate for religious who have made profession to lead a poor and mortified life. They will have wine at all their meals but in small amounts. The Superior must assure that it is good. The bread must be home-made. It must be of pure wheat, and a bit thick. They will be given a half pound per meal. If there remains bread, they are to wrap it in their napkins for the evening. If morning or evening they do not have enough, they must ask it of the superior. The zealots will never give meals but they can, and sometimes they will obliged to, give strangers something to eat. They must be served in portions. A portion can be added but nothing it should never be anything extravagant. For that reason and in order to avoid such a situation, it is forbidden that the extra portion for outsiders be fish. They will have it, if there is some for the missionaries. Outsiders will always eat at the superior’s table but he must not change anything with regards to silence or to the regularity that must be observed in the refectory. 








                                                                               LEBM 47


It is two days since I have written but I can not say if I could have. All I know is that my heart suffers oddly, that I would not want to renounce this suffering which seems to unite me to God more than anything. In this situation the soul and the heart are almost unable to help one another any more. This puts the body in such a weak state that one would think one were about to expire. At other times I have such a fear of God’s judgments that nothing could express it. Everything I have done, everything I am doing, everything that I do not do and that I should do are shown to me with such force that if the good God did not come to my aid and take away the sense of such crimes, I could die, if not from regret at least from fright. The door of mercy is completely closed to me at times like that, which do not come often and do not last long. It is possible that the good God does not want my death but everything that I experience makes me presume that he requires that I make the complete sacrifice of my life. Yesterday, after you had left, I asked the good God to prolong my existence. He told me that when all was said and done you did not desire it, even though you had ordered me to do it. My soul and my heart took flight to him, without my being able to hold back the impulse of one or the other. Coming back to myself, the fear of having gone against what you had told me and the fear of death made me ask for life with all my heart (at least that is what I believe). I presented to the good God the grief you were going through, the fears, the difficulties of your position. He let me know then that I was to do everything to abandon myself and  especially my existence to his will, that it was for you to ask that it be prolonged, that in spite of your suffering, your heart had never experienced so many consolations from the sense of his presence that was becoming more real for you each day. It seemed then that I saw your heart expand and savor, in an infinitely pure but infinitely delightful way, the sweet sense that was caused it by the presence of its God. That sight consoled me. I saw again Saint Bernard, our protector. He is the one I must pray to when you suffer. He will come to our aid. I also saw something else which I do not remember. All things considered, I do not know if I am to live or die. But I experience a kind of agony of suffering and of love, which will not last or it will carry me away.

The good God wants something of us at this time. I do not know what it is.
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Habitual silence will reign among the zealots. In other words it must only be broken when necessary. The Superior might permit a bit of recreation when he is with his brothers. But aside from that, general conversation must not be permitted. He can give certain religious, whom he is sure of, the permission to have some conversation in order to be instructed concerning their state as missionaries. A few words said lightly in the common dormitory will be matter for chapter of faults and treated as a simple fault against silence but a particular conversation without express permission will be matter for the great chapter of faults and considered not only a fault against the rule but also against the vow of obedience. Neither must conversations by signs be permitted. They will be matter for the great chapter of faults and proclamation. Even less (should there be permitted) those mocking smiles, certain contemptuous gestures, which often mortify much more than a word said out of brusqueness. These two things will be matter for the great chapter of faults and the Superior will be responsible for the cooling of charity which will inevitably arise among the brothers if he does not severely punish such faults.
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The chapter must always begin with the Veni Sancte, a Vivat, a prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, one to the Heart of Mary, the prayer to Saint Joseph, the Domine non secundum. Once that is said, the Superior knocks. All rise and remain standing. Then the Superior sits down. He knocks a second time, then all make a profound bow toward him and those who have nothing to accuse themselves of also sit down. If the Superior has something to say, he knocks a third time. All are seated. Then if he has some general observations to make for the good of the Order, some new practices to propose, the arrival of some subjects, the union of prayer to grant to some individual, finally some exhortations concerning greater regularity, he should take this time to do that. No one must be allowed to make an observation, a proposal or a complaint unless he has been called on. If the Superior asks the opinion of one of the brothers, this same brother must kneel at his place and say simply what he thinks. Then he takes his seat again, the same for the others who are called upon. When the Superior has nothing more to say, he calls on one of those who had indicated that he wanted to declare his fault, saying, “Brother so and so, your fault.” The one called on must immediately go to the center of the room, kneel down, declare his fault, in that same posture await the words of the Superior, the penance and the proclamations of his brothers. He must only get up when the Superior gives him the signal. When the Superior wants no more declarations of fault or proclamations, he knocks once. He and the others kneel and say the sub tuum. After, the Superior rises, gives his blessing to all the brothers, they kneel once more and say the Salve, a prayer to the Sacred Heart, the Ave of St. Joseph, Psalm 132, ecce quam bonum, the de profundis and the prayer for the dead.
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General Rule of the Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Perpetual Adorers of the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. The same applies to the Zelatrices.

1. No houses of men without houses of women; no houses of women if it is not possible to envision houses of men as well.

2. A Superior General for the whole order, for life, a Superior General for all the houses of women, also for life, who will make a vow of obedience to the Superior General
 as regards everything not contrary to the rule.
3. Complete uniformity among all the houses, not as regards location but as regards decoration, church linens as well as vestments, finally, in everything necessary in the houses, so that once you have seen one house, you have seen them all. The same goes for the women.
4. An exact statement of expenses of each house must be given to the Superior General every year on the first of January. Surplus income must be put into the mensa comunis which will always be in the possession of the Superior General for the men’s houses. In the houses of the women it will be in the hands of the Superior General.
Each year they must also come to the aid of the houses which do not have sufficient income. 
5. If the Superior General needs money, he will assemble his chapter. He will explain his reasons. There will be a vote and if two thirds are of the opinion that he ask the Superior General
 then she is obliged to give him it. She has the right to the same kind of appeal and she must have the same success, as long as there are funds when the requests are made of one another. 
6. The mother house, called such because it is the residence of the Superior General, I say that this house will have nothing more magnificent or more affected, in decoration, church linens or anything else, than the other houses. The Superior General must always think that he is but the depository and the treasurer of the income of the Order and that he does not have the right to appropriate them to himself, either for himself or his house. The same for the Superior General.

7. We will make two years of novitiate. There will be a novitiate in each house, so that the subjects from the area can try (our life). But they can only remain there one year and they must always make the second year at the mother house. The Superior General can dispense from the last six months. But he will only grant that favor to subjects of well recognized merit and he must have the consent of the brothers to grant that grace. The same for the Superior General. 
8. After the first year of novitiate in the other houses, one only needs half the votes, but always that of the Superior, to be sent to the mother house. For in order to enter the novitiate, only the approval of the Superior is necessary. Anyone refused at the end of his first year, can ask to do another. If there is no difficulty for the house, the Superior can grant that favor. The same for the Superior General. 
9. When a subject asks to make profession, the Superior General will inform his brothers at the first chapter and he will designate the day when the vote will be taken. He must allow at least three (days) in order to ask the light of the Holy Spirit. The Superior General must never give his opinion of the subject that he is presenting. He must open the votes before voting himself, without his vote the subject can not be accepted. Despite the fact that the novice has two thirds of the votes, if the Superior General refuses him, he is not admitted. What ever the results, the novice master brings the novice before the Superior General who announces the outcome to him. Then if he has the desire to remain, the Superior General has the right to refuse or to grant him six more months of novitiate. At the end of that time, they proceed to his reception like the first time. Then if the Superior General refuses him or he does not receive two thirds of the vote including that of the Superior General whose (vote) counts as two, he is sent away. The same for the Superior General.

10. The novice, who arrives at the mother house, must always make a general confession to the Superior General, who must, as much as he can, hear the confessions of all of his religious but particularly all the novices. For the rest of the house, if his occupations do not allow him to do so, he will designate one or several of his religious as ordinary confessors and he will be the extraordinary confessor. But he must be the ordinary confessor of those that he will designate as confessors for a part of the house. For if at all possible he must be everyone’s confessor. The same goes for the house of women, he must name one of his brothers whose confessor he will be, to hear the confessions of the sisters, if a large amount of work or the number of subjects forces him to take this measure. He must give great attention to the choice he makes and he alone must be the extraordinary confessor. The Superior General
 must always confess to him. He will also designate and extraordinary confessor for her. All the superiors of the different houses will do the same.
11. The Superior General can be chosen from among all the houses and all the religious, missionaries or not, but he must always be a priest. From the moment he takes up the post, he will be numbered among the missionaries and lead their life. On the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and that of the Heart of Mary, which for us is the first Saturday of the year, the Superior General must make a sealed note, to the effect: in keeping with the prescription of my rule, I name brother so and so to take my place as Superior General. The Superior General must do the same.
12. It is the Superior General who names the superior of each house. He can name them for one, two or three years, and he can prolong them up to nine. After that time he must name someone else, even only for one year, He can replace him afterwards.
13. Two times a year the superiors of the different houses much send their nominations for the position of Superior General. 
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In winter the missionaries will rise at six o’clock and have Prime at six thirty. Then there will be a Mass, which they are not obliged to attend, but only those who are not priests and who will have to receive communion. From seven to nine work. At nine o’clock, the general gathering. Tierce and Sext and the main Mass. At eleven thirty, dinner. After that None. From one o’clock to two, recreation walking (and conversing if the Superior allows and if he is present). At two, work until four. At four, vespers. At five, work until seven. At seven, the Salve. Then Matins and Lauds. At eight, supper followed by clean up until nine thirty. Then to Church until ten. Bed time. It must be noted that the missionaries are not obliged to be present at prayers if their ministerial work or even study calls them elsewhere. In as much as possible the novices must be made to be present in order to accustom them to the religious life. 
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1802 – after December 25 – Mende


You demand the details of what I saw Tuesday. Here is more or less what I can tell you. When I entered the chapel, the sense of God so took hold of my soul that I forgot all those who were around me. A few moments later I believe you shook me and awakened me. Immediately I fell back into the same state, with one difference. Without thinking, I believed that I needed to watch myself so as to be like everyone. Also, even though from afar, I heard you. This semi-distraction left me able to perceive something like a multitude of little atoms that seemed were all in movement. 


Another jolt brought me around. Then I asked the good God what it was that I saw moving. He showed me that it was the Saints. At a certain point in the ceremony (I do not recall which one) this movement stopped and all seemed to be praying for the ceremony. Then I saw, as if in the gallery, several holy Pontiffs, holy Confessors.
 I noticed that Saint Thomas let himself be seen from afar, the Blessed Virgin also. I asked that good Mother to move closer. I saw her clearly but, at the same moment, Our Lord passed by in the same state he was when he was to be scourged. I was frightened and asked if there were something bad either in the ceremony or in the disposition that we came to it with. I was immediately reassured and it was then that the Blessed Virgin offered me a bundle of switches. I accepted it but was not able to receive it because, she said, I did not have permission.


Then I came around. A moment later, I saw the Blessed Virgin again with the little book and the whole gallery full of holy religious. Our four saints were in the center with Saint Thomas almost hidden behind them. It was at that moment that poor Clara dropped in the midst of them and said to me, “You can see that the order is moving forward!” and she disappeared. Then little Anastasie appeared kneeling. She said to me, “good Mother, I am praying for you!” and then she disappeared. All in all, it was a good ceremony, according to the good God. You received many graces during it and the bishop also and…

I saw nothing Christmas night relative to our work. It is true that I was too concerned to dare to think to ask anything. Beginning in the evening I saw that each one was preparing himself the best he could and that you would do much good to several of them. During the Mass I prayed much for everyone and especially for you. After communion, I had the consolation of seeing that each one had received the divine Child with such good dispositions that they each obtained a special grace: some in order to overcome some defect, others to acquire some virtue in a higher degree. Although I did not participate (as far as I am aware) in the general happiness and everything was far from me, I am more sure of all of that than many other things.


At Mass during the day, I found myself taken up with the good God, without my being aware of it happening. I placed you all around the Crèche. You adored the Divine Child who seemed to smile at you. I wanted to draw closer but I was strongly pushed back. A thick cloud enveloped you all. A large black cross was offered me, with these words which will never be struck from my heart, “It must be enough for you!” The fear brought me around…

That’s everything I can remember.
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After January 6, 1803 – Mende


I saw little Mary…I saw the feast of the Kings…I saw the king…I saw great trouble in Paris…I saw swordsman, some are in prison, all is calm.


I saw that you alone had been destined by the good God for this work. It was more or less fifteen years ago that the good God definitely chose you…You were going to need someone: the good God tried M…S… B… C… M… and then me… It is at St…Mr. Fauvette left… The good man… The reasons… You are here for some time… Don Augustin…


An infinite number of houses… An order priest… An Archbishop, I believe Bordeaux, but always very commendable…In spite of everything, the good man is and will be our father…It is the last favor before the end of the world…


Tonight, three “Sub tuum” every day… Only a certain part of the Rule of Saint Benedict… Mademoiselle Bibianne… We must redouble our fervor from now until the twentieth. 
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(Beginning of January 1803 – Mende)


Last night I saw that the Government is dealing with the affairs of the church. There are five who will deliberate, without counting the First Counsel, who will study their work. There are three who have a lively interest in the decision, two who support the side of the Bishops to some extent but the third is terrible. He has more means, it is to be feared that he get the upper hand. The two others are sort of worthless. There are very few of the Bishops who are in agreement with the prefects.


The good God is irritated at the lack of detachment on the part of the priests. They would all like to choose their places. The devout also allow themselves to criticize. Without saying too much, there reigns a kind of murmuring that causes offense to the good God and makes him irritated against us and should make us fear that everything will turn out badly. The good God wants us to pray so as to hold back his anger. He let me know that we should get good souls to commit to that especially from now until January 20.

I saw the poor king, and all those attached to him, almost despondent. However he will reign one day. Tranquility and the return of religion will accompany his return. That happy moment will be delayed and we (that is to say, the clergy) will experience much persecution if we do not take heaven by force.


Whatever happens, my very good Father, we will have several houses with more or less difficulty depending on how that all turns out. We did well to come here. One must not judge the country by the inhabitants of the city, where there is very little real devotion.
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(After January 6, 1803 – Mende)


On January 5, I was a bit frightened about what you told us concerning the Prefect. That night I asked the good God, in every way I could think of, what it might be. I believe that I saw that nothing will happen to us that can really harm us, for I saw those men making the rounds of the house opposite us. But I still saw the prefect badly disposed and I was afraid of some grief for you. I prayed strongly to the good God to divert them. 

 All of a sudden, I saw little Mary for the first time. She said to me, “good Mother, do not be afraid, always move forward, they can not harm you. You will have shocks, anxieties, but no real hindrance.” The assurance with which she spoke and her calm made me feel better. I peacefully prayed to the good God.


The feeling of her presence so took hold of me that I can only say that I saw the feast of the Kings in heaven. That vision left an impression in my soul, which will never be blotted out. I don’t have any idea why this happened, except that it was on that day that the good God adopted us as his children and gave us the faith; that all Christians must spend that day joyfully and in thanksgiving for that inestimable blessing; that they must pray for the preservation and growth of faith; that they must especially invoke the three holy Kings when tempted against that virtue.

As in Poitiers, I saw the King at the feet of the Blessed Virgin. He is not the cause but then I saw great trouble in Paris. There are hired people in all the neighborhoods. I saw letters distributed in all the provinces. The Prefect here is very worried. There seemed to be frightening disquiet and frenzy. 


All the day on the sixth, I saw Paris in quiet ferment that presaged an explosion. We must pray much. Finally in the evening I saw that the furor would begin at nine o’clock. I saw the sabers and swords out. During the night, I saw that the conspiracy had been foiled, that it had only broken out in one corner of Paris, that there had been some people locked up, that everything was calm, but it was necessary to pray.
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Friday, January 7, 1803

I would need more simplicity than I have to give a good account of what I saw. I will just say what is most important. In the afternoon I went to make my hour. I found myself absorbed with the good God. I renewed my resolutions and made different sacrifices that the good God was pleased to accept. It was at that time that the good God told me that he has destined you from all time to do his work.


From your earliest childhood, you loved to pray to the good God, to learn your religion and to speak of it. It was between the ages of nine and ten that your vocation to the ecclesiastical state was entirely decided. And although you do not remember it perhaps, it was at that age that you consecrated yourself to the good God. It is from such unconscious acts of fervor, that are not always followed up, which God often takes great account of. You are proof of that.

It was between the ages of fourteen and fifteen that, very willingly and with deep reflection, you gave yourself to the good God. It was at that moment that it was determined that you would be Superior of the Zealots and Zelatrices. I saw a multitude of them extending first throughout France and then throughout the universe.


There is no way that I can explain what the good God showed me about the devotion to his Divine Heart. All I can say is that he revealed this devotion through the ladies of the Visitation at a very distressing time for religion given the heresies and general disorder. Men have not corresponded with this first grace. He chose you to raise up a new order which will be consecrated: one part to make know, extend and reestablish God’s reign in hearts through devotion to the sufferings of his (heart); another part is destined by a life of immolation and sacrifice to repair as much as possible the outrages he has received. This order will be established in spite of some persecutions that we experienced. It is in the design of God. It is the last grace that he will give to men before the end of the world.

I pointed out to the good God that we would have to suffer some, that perhaps we would become discouraged, especially you. Then Dom Augustin was shown to me. I saw the different setbacks he suffered, especially one which seemed to leave him without hope. His desire to reestablish his order, his confidence in God, made him ready for everything and sustained him. You will have much less to suffer than he had and you will succeed.


The grace that Monsignor received to have found us and to have been chosen to be our protector is due to the sacrifice he made in leaving Monsignor Cardinal de… It was from that moment that the good God gave him special graces, which sustained him in the differing misfortunes that he encountered. It was also from that moment that the good God destined him for a more than ordinary perfection. You are the one who must help him and ease the way for him to achieve that. I must also say that the great affection that you developed for him in Poitiers, the confidence that you had in him to tell him of our affairs, all the prayers that you prayed, and also your care in recommending him to me expressly, obtained many graces for him. Finally, I saw that he would live a long time and that he would have a distinguished place in heaven. I saw also that a very worthy Archbishop would protect us in a special way. In spite of all, it is Monsignor who is to obtain what we will need from the Pope. He is our father. 


It was definitely Miss Suzette who was to help you. It was for that reason that the good little woman brought you to her house. Then there was Miss Bert, then Miss Curzai, then Miss Marsault and finally myself. From the moment of my conversion, I was destined to enter this order. That is why, without knowing it, I grew apart from Mr. Henri. Therefore I went to confession to Mr. Fauvette. If I had continued, I would have remained in the world. And so the good God made him leave. When he left me, I was beaten down by the events but not converted. It is to you alone that I owe that first blessing. When you established adoration at Moulin and you gave me an hour, without a doubt, you determined my destiny. But I was to be only the second. It was at Saint Pierre, the day of the great Sacred Heart, that it was determined that I would be the first.  
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(probably around January 8, 1803, Mende)


I can not tell you what I saw at Mass, I can not go back to that moment. But in the morning, being before the good God, I saw the difference in the two feasts, which are really only one for us. The Blessed Virgin came and showed me that I was to let her touch Miss Rochette’s handkerchief and it was at that moment that she let me know that all those who have made their vows would obtain the grace they asked for provided that it was advantageous to their salvation. After the feast of the Heart of Jesus, this will be the greatest feast of the order. We will not celebrate the office during the octave but there will be a small commemoration at Lauds and at Vespers and benediction on the last day.

When the ceremony began, I saw a large number of Saints, men and women. I could make out Saint Filbert. I also saw from afar the Blessed Virgin but she did not come close. I was a bit afraid. I did not see the little book. I asked why. I was told that I was to take responsibility for it. I did what I could to stand up for myself. I said that I had taken responsibility for Lussas the day before yesterday. I was told, “It is not the same matter, I do not have permission. He is happy with it.” Therefore I accepted.


At the same moment I saw the Blessed Virgin very near me, holding the little book. Then I prayed much for him, for those present and for those in Poitiers. They were at the church. It seems that I saw someone sick at the door. It was not Mr. Isidore. I believe that I can say with assurance that he was in the sanctuary.


When you quoted from the tradition of the Carthusians, it was shown to me that it was true. When he was under the funeral pall, Clara appeared. She motioned to me with her head and her finger, “Here is another one!” The little one was with her but I could only see her from the side. What struck me was that they were in white.


You forgot to sprinkle his body with holy water. It is essential. The good God made up for it. I believe I heard drops fall. It was at that moment while I was praying so intensely for him; I saw that the bonnet and the novena were necessary. A bit before the blessing, a shower of graces fell in the church. I looked about to see if I would see. Your sermon did much good, especially to two. 

I could not fulfill your intention, my very good Father. I think you wanted details about what I saw concerning the sufferings that I would have to endure. All I can ever remember, as if someone had told me, without explanation, “Your soul will pass through ten different states before going to meet the good God.” If I find what you want, I will write it.
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The 8th (probably of January, 1803), Mende

I had scarcely knelt down when I was overcome in such a way that I could no longer see or hear anything. Then the Blessed Virgin appeared with the little book. Her heart seemed to expand and say to us, “I am happy to have one more child and to be able to pour forth on you all the fullness of my graces.” It seemed that her Heart had a need that we ask them of her also. At that moment, I asked many things for everyone but particularly for you whom I saw closest to her Heart. She placed in mine what I was to ask, for I do not remember anything and yet, I insistently asked several graces.


She drew back a bit. Then I saw the whole heavenly court at prayer, our four saints in the middle, all the religious saints in the foreground. When you said that there were some who were destined…all applauded. Saint Bernard came and stood by your side. It was then that I saw how much your life must be like his. Like him, you will have many dealings with important people. It was also at that moment that I saw that he had a religious in whom he had great trust, whom he had made superior, but whom he called to himself from time to time.  It seemed to me that he gave his blessing to Mr. La… so that he might be for you what that religious was for him. I saw that one day he would be superior of some house. Without being really eloquent, he will have some gift for preaching. He will be a good confessor. Finally, even though having few talents, he will be worthy of confidence and will do good. 

Poor Clara passed by and gestured to me laughing, “another one!” Little Anastasie cried, “good Mother !” Her cry has remained in the depth of my heart. I saw afterwards, that we were to receive them as they came. Apparently I presented to the good God our difficulties. It was then that little Mary came and said to me gravely, “Have no worry, the good God will provide the means for living. When you are persecuted, call on me!” It was then that I sensed how much she loved while on earth. She said to me, “You take care of everything.” She made some little recommendations to me that are personal.

In spite of the fact that he had made his vows, up until the moment you gave him the scapular he was not one of us. That really proves that (the scapular) represents the whole habit, that you adopt the one to whom you give it. Little Mary reappeared at that moment and with haste and authority she repeated, “You take care of it. You take care of it.” I did, but the shock brought me around.


I was taken up again so as to ask that your blessing give me the strength I need. I sensed how important that is for me and how it affects my existence. I received three consequences. Be at peace, good Father, there is no doubt that the good God wants this work of ours. We are destined to appease his ire. He spared us many misfortunes because of the sacrifice this evening.
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Sunday, January 9, 1803, Mende


I always saw that there was something considerable hatching. I asked the good God so as to know the result. I received as a response, “You will know nothing of it!” After I saw a large paper in the Blessed Virgin’s hand. I was unable to find out what was written on it.


At night, the Blessed Virgin appeared. She told me that those who would say three “Sub tuum” a day would obtain many graces, particularly peace at the moment of death.

LEBM  101   
� The good Mother does not indicate a fourth reason.


� “We” here refers to the sisters, “you” to the brothers.


� i.e. the Congregation


� You in the plural, it seems to refer to the brothers’ community.


� From the incomplete sentences in this billet, the next one and several others we can see that on occasion the Good Mother was jotting down notes.


� Translator’s Note: The terms here portion and dessert might come from monastic usage and might not refer to what we normally understand in English.


� Translator: the male superior general


� i.e. of the sisters


� i.e. of the sisters


� i.e. of the sisters. The same applies to the following articles.


� i.e. of the sisters


� Saints who were pontiffs and confessors. The same applies refers to “holy religious” in the next paragraph
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