CONGREGATION OF THE SACRED HEARTS 

OF JESUS AND MARY AND OF PERPETUAL ADORATION

Eucharist on the feast of the Blessed Damien de Veuster ss.cc.

10th May 2003. 6.30 p.m.   St. Mary’s Parish, KOLKOTA

A. INTRODUCTORY RITES
1. Introduction

Good evening, dear friends!

This evening we are going to give thanks to the Lord for the love and mercy he has for each one of us. We are going to give thanks especially for his love manifested in the charism of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and of Perpetual Adoration. For more than 200 years Sacred Hearts brothers and sisters have dedicated their lives “to contemplate, to live and to announce to the world the God’s love made flesh in Jesus”. Mary has accompanied them; Mary has been their example. The Heart of Jesus and the Heart of Mary are united. They are a singular expression of our desire for unity in the love of God.


 When we look at the members of the Sacred Hearts Congregation there is one whom we esteem in an especial manner. He lived the Charism of the Congregation in an exemplary way. He has been declared a model for all of us: Damien of Molokai, servant of God and servant of humanity. In our brother Damien we, religious of the Sacred Hearts, find an ideal of how to live the Charism received from our Founders, whom we call familiarly: the Good Father and the Good Mother.


Our founder, Pierre Coudrin (Marie-Joseph in religious life) was a young priest who, at the end of 18th century, in the midst of the turmoil in the Church and the society in France, a period known as “the French Revolution”, had the inspiration to found a religious family of men and women who were to proclaim the Gospel throughout the world. Our Foundress, Henriette Aymer de la Chevalerie, was a young lady of the nobility who was imprisoned for sheltering a priest. In jail she resolved to change her life and to dedicate herself totally to God. Pierre became her confessor. Together, along with a group of young people already gathered around the practice of Adoration, they decided to found the Congregation.  


On Christmas night 1800, in the Oratory of the house called “Grand’Maison”, in the city of Poitiers, in France, both pronounced their religious vows as “zealots of the Love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary” in whose service they committed themselves to live and to die. This is considered the birth of our Congregation.


Soon, in spite of the difficulties in France at that time, the community grew. The Founder, the Good Father, was appointed Vicar General of several dioceses. Brothers were dedicated to preaching, education in Seminaries and schools and rural missions. The new community took an active role in the re-evangelization of France. The Good Mother, a woman of profound contemplation, was active enough to open 18 houses during her life. These were places for Adoration (to open a house means to open an Adoration) and for the apostolate, free schools for poor children and often boarding school.


In 1826 the Pope entrusted the Good Father was by with the remote mission of the Sandwich Islands (known today as Hawaii), in the Pacific Ocean. Brothers were sent there, followed by sisters a few years later. One of these sent is he whom we are celebrating today: Damien de Veuster.  


Damien was born in the village of Tremelo, in Belgium, in 1840. He entered the Congregation at the age of 19. Not yet ordained Priest, he offered himself to go abroad to the Hawaiian missions, where he arrived in 1863. His ordination to the priesthood took place in Hawaii in 1864. As a new priest, he exercised the holy ministry at first on the island of Hawaii. When the bishop asked for volunteers to go and live among the lepers, who were banished to Kalaupapa, on the island of Molokai, four brothers offered themselves. Damien was the first one to be sent. He arrived on Molokai on the 10th May 1873. There he remained for sixteen year, as parish priest to the lepers, sharing their life, their labors, their sufferings, their joys, as well as their terrible disease and a similar death. He died as a leper in 1889. 


He lived what our Founders gave us. His life is a clear manifestation of God’s love for the poor, the little ones. He was one of them. He lived from the Eucharist and Adoration, he announced the Good News of the unconditional love of God. He was a true child of the Sacred Hearts.

Today, around 1800 brothers and sisters and 200 members of the secular branch, spread over more than 40 countries (a handful of them also here in India), are trying to follow the path of our Founders as Damien did so well.

Let us rejoice in the Lord for Damien whose compassionate love and care for the suffering and the forsaken have given him a place among the blessed.

2. Entrance dance. Song.   (‘All proclaim…”)  (F.9)
3. Greeting of the President.

4. Penitential Rite.

a) Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and son of Mary; you were a child like us. Lord we ask pardon for many children whose human needs are not being met, for so many children suffering because of our lack of humanity. Lord, have mercy.

b) Lord Jesus, you are splendor of the Father. You call us to be the light of the world. You call religious to be a sign of your light and beauty.  For the lack of witness of our Christian communities and particularly of the religious life. Christ, have mercy.

c) Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and prince of Peace. You want us to be builders of a world of justice and peace, in solidarity with the poor and suffering. Yet, lack of solidarity is very present among us, disfiguring your design for the world. Lord, have mercy.

5. Gloria

6. Opening prayer   (IV Sunday Easter)
B.  LITURGY OF THE WORD

1. Introduction to the readings.

To believe in the love of God is the greatest gift we have received. When wonderful things happen we ask how it is possible. In the first reading St. Peter will explain how a crippled man was cured. When we think of the life of Blessed Damien and the deeds of mercy he performed, we also ask ourselves: how could he live in that way? The second reading and the Gospel will give us an answer: he really was a child of God; he really believed in the love of God, he was a true shepherd who laid down his life for his flock.

2. 1st reading: Act 2, 8-12.

3. Psalm 117.  (To sing the verse)
4. 2nd reading:  1 Jn 3,1-2

5. Alleluia

6. Gospel: Jn 10, 11-18.

7. Homily

8. Creed

9. Payer of the faithful.

P./  Dear brothers and sisters, 

We trust in the merciful Love of God, who has made us his children. This gives us confidence to approach him with all our needs and requests.

1. For the Church, for all the Christian communities, for Pope John Paul II, our bishop Lukas, for the pastors of the Church that they may be modeled on Jesus the Good Shepherd.  Let us pray to the Lord.  (Song: Lord hear our prayer)

2. For the leaders of the world, for the governors of our country, that they be real servants of society, promoting a policy and practical measures in favor of the most abandoned of society and in favor of freedom and reconcilitiation. Let us pray to the Lord.

3. For the families; for the fathers and mothers, that in their difficult task of parenting they may find inspiration and strength in the Good Shepherd; and may the Heart of Jesus preside in charity in the lives of the families. Let us pray to the Lord.

4. For the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, that being loyal to the Holy Spirit its members may continue the mission of Jesus in the Church by faithfully living the Charism received from their Founders and lived in an exemplary manner by Blessed Damien.  Let us pray to the Lord.
5. For the promotion of vocations in our Church. That answering the call of the Lord many young people may live the Gospel as religious, priests or laity creating Christian families. Let us pray to the Lord. 
6. For all who are gathered here today celebrating this Eucharist. That recognizing the presence of the Risen Lord in our midst and his call to announce his Kingdom, we allow the Holy Spirit to take our lives and dedicate them solely to doing the will of our Father. Let us pray to the Lord.
P./  Father, listen to our prayers, you God of mercy and love. Grant us what we have asked with faith, because you have given us the intercessor who is just, Jesus, as well as Mary, united in his Heart, He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
C. LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

1. Presentation of the gifts.

1. We present o the Lord these two portraits of the Founders of the Congregation, the Good Father and the Good Mother. These represent our gratitude to God for the charism  of the Sacred Hearts we have received,  the charism Blessed Damien lived, the charism that brothers and sisters are committed to live serving the Church today.

2. We offer this bowl of rice, making present to the Lord all the peoples of India, all the peoples of Asia; their struggles and their sufferings, their joys and their hopes and joys, that we, the Christian community, want to make our own.

3. With salt meals are preserved and become tasty.  Presenting salt to the Lord we remember that his Heart is always loyal and that He is the source of our joy. We also want to be faithful to our vocation and offer joy and life to our brothers and sisters.

4. Finally, the bread and wine, what the Lord chose to express his life delivered for us, as a good shepherd. Our lives are presented in these symbols to be offered in union with Christ to God the Father.

Song:  (B. 34)

2. Prayer over the gifts

3. Eucharistic Payer.     
(To be sung: Sanctus, acclamation after consecration; doxology-arati).
D. RITE OF COMMUNION
1. Lord’s Prayer 

2. Sign of Peace

3. Communion.   Song: C.17; after communion: “Kamiano”

4. Prayer after communion

E. CONCLUDING RITE
1.  Announcements

2.  Blessing

3. Dismissal     (recessional song: “Regina Coeli, Letare”

