BLESSED DAMIEN OF MOLOKAI

SERVANT OF GOD, SERVANT OF HUMANITY

CONCLUDING PRAYERS FOR DAMIEN’S WEEK

1-Damien, the Missionary
GUIDE- Damien volunteered to go to the Sandwich Islands as a missionary. He eagerly engaged in pastoral work on the Big Island and on the Island of Molokai where he saw the opportunity to bring Christ to those who were most isolated and neglected.

Blessed Damien, may your example inspire us to be zealous for bringing the Good News of Redemption to whomever we can by our words or helpful deeds.

ALL: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, We love you, We desire to do Your Will.

Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Mother, We place our trust in You.

Blessed Damien, Servant of God, Servant of Humanity, pray for us.

2- Damien, the builder

GUIDE- Damien, the carpenter, engineer, builder of churches and houses, and maker of coffins, did not stint in giving his time, his strength and his talents to serve in whatever way was needed by his flock. 

Blessed Damien, pray that we may develop a like generosity in giving our time and talents, no matter how small, to serve the needs of others as they come to our attention.

ALL- Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we love you, we desire to do Your Will.

Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Mother, we place our trust in You.

Blessed Damien, Servant of God, Servant of Humanity, pray for us.

3-Damien, the Alone, who spread joy to all

GUIDE- Damien begged repeatedly that he be granted a priest companion in Kalaupapa. He made no complaint to his flock about his feelings of isolation. To his leper friends he made a point of always smiling, eating and talking with them, often telling a joke to bring them cheer. He showed no preference on the basis of age, state of illness, gender or which religion they professed. He grew to love all of them and rejoiced to be one of them. He wanted to be buried with them.

ALL- Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we love you, we desire to do your will.

Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Mother, we place our trust in You.

Blessed Damien, Servant of God, Servant of Humanity, pray for us.
4- Damien, obedient to God, to the Church, and to his Congregation

GUIDE- When something needed to be done, Damien took the lead, even a stubborn lead when necessary, to get medicines and commodities for his lepers and for the orphaned leper children, but he was also an obedient son, accepting losses and failures with humility.

Blessed Damien, model of virtue, pray that we may be docile to legitimate authority and to the workings of Divine Providence, yet never lacking in leadership and effort to do God’s will.

ALL: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, We love You. We desire to do Your Will.

Immaculate Heart of Mary, our mother.  We place our trust in you.

Blessed Damien, Servant of God, Servant of Humanity, pray for us.

5- Damien who suffered illness and pain

GUIDE- Damien had the physical strength of the “farm boy” that he was, but even Damien who walked miles to serve his flock in Hohala and Kalawao, and often scaled the pali cliffs to reach “top side”, knew the feeling of tired feet. His leprosy-afflicted body gradually weakened him to the point of dying before he was old. For Damien, tiredness and pain were no excuse for failing to serve others.

Blessed Damien pray that we may bear our aches, pains and other discomforts without inflicting them or others or shirking our duties.

ALL- Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, We love you. We desire to do your will.

Immaculate Heart of Mary, our mother, we place our trust on you .

Blessed Damien, Servant of God, Servant of Humanity, pray for us.

6- Damien the leper

GUIDE- In Damien’s day, and in some places still today, contracting leprosy meant becoming an outcast from society. Damien was unwelcome to visit Honolulu, even for consultations or obtaining supplies; some people said publicly that his leprosy was caused by immoral living. Damien knew what it is to be shunned, to be marginalized, to be looked down on. I did not make him bitter. He did not seed justification or revenge. He did not reduce his services to all who needed him.

Blessed Damien, help us to put aside hurtful relationships and to respond with a calm heart and loving service to everyone.

ALL- Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we love you. We desire to do your Will

Immaculate Heart of Mary, our mother, We place our trust in you.

Blessed Damien, Servant of God, Servant of Humanity, pray for us.
