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How do you understand the development of the Congregation?

Paweł Wiech ss.cc. 
The question above leads us to take a critical view of the qualities of our individual vocation and our personal relation to the SSCC community. It is only through its members that the community can develop - or in some cases - fail to do so.

The SSCC constitutions state that simplicity and a family spirit are key elements of the relationships in the international community, which aims to be open to all nationalities. The 7th Article in particular has been the guide for growth and development in our community and its provinces. 

However, when looking back on my 17 years in the Polish Province of the SS.CC., I can easily recall negative incidents or examples of behavior that could have affected the community in a negative way. Therefore, I would like to draw attention to two important issues regarding the development of a community. The first issue is the sense of community and of belonging to the International SS.CC. Community.

The sense of community is a living thing, and is therefore always changing. In my opinion, over the past few years our communities have gone from only being a place to live, into being something more - a place in which to grow and learn, and a place where family values such as trust, mutual responsibility and dependence are remarkably strong. I see this transformation as a continuous process. It will never end, because it is a process of never ending conversion and of continuous return to our roots and sources. 

There are those who for some reason oppose, or do not wish to be a part of the process of change. They should however, understand that a well-functioning community is not a threat to their freedom – a true community is open to all. 

The second element which is undergoing noticeable change is the awareness of being a SS.CC. Brother. Up until now, the main emphasis in our lives and in our work has been the efforts we make in parishes. Due to this, community life has suffered and often has been a second priority, if a priority at all. During the past few years, this trend has turned. It has become important to be a SS.CC. brother first and foremost. Only in that way can the community in which we live, give direction to our involvement and commitment in the local church. The degree of commitment to our work depends solely on us. It rests on our individual vocation which should be seen as a gift to the community and also to the Church. 

The second issue I would like to highlight regarding the development of a community, is the fact that much too little is said about the successes we achieve when preaching the Gospel. To preach seems to be a given task, a fulfillment of the duties to which we are called. Yet we make a mistake when we fail to make our preaching a topic of discussion and evaluation. Speaking of the successes in evangelization is not a matter of self-praise or pride. It is rather a help to realizing that it is Christ – he who called us - that works through us when we preach the Gospel. When speaking of the successes of preaching the Holy Word, we give testimony to the power of the gospel to remedy all crises. 

The joy that comes from a fulfilled mission, to which the Church has called us through the SSCC community, awakens hope inside the community; a hope that Christ works through us. It is a hope that he changes the world, and gives hope to the people using us as his tools. Only this hope can awaken new vocations to our community. However, in order to achieve that, it is important to start with oneself. In our province, the dedication of each brother to the community is noticeable through activities such as retreats and missions in parishes, through work with youth, and different other groups. This work and the radiant joy that comes from preaching the Gospel are sure to have a strong appeal and be attractive. Anything else is impossible, as this is the natural way that the Gospel of Jesus Christ works. 

The unique way that the gospel has in remedying crises, brings us to think about the nature of the crisis. It has become a highly popular term today, yet truth be told, the term “crisis” is non-existent in the liturgy, as well as in the very life of the Church. It has nothing to do with Christianity. It has nothing to do with the preaching of the joyful word and salvation. 

The term ‘crisis’ comes from the lay-sphere where all things are calculated in visible, tangible and material gains - that is in things which can be touched, measured, and which give satisfaction. Even happiness tends to be measured in gains, and joy and future are viewed through the prism of economy. 

Unfortunately, the economic crisis which gravely affects the world today also affects the Church and our community. This seems to be nothing else than a case of the individual loss of faith in the power of the Gospel, the immortality of the message of God’s love, which is manifested in the hearts of Jesus and Mary – the message which our community carries out into the world.  

Therefore, Brothers and Sisters SS.CC. let us return to the source of our vocation, the joy of following the Savior in the spirit of the Sacred Hearts. Let us not speak of crisis, in fact there isn’t one - as long as we are faithful in Christ and as long as we are faithful to the spirituality of our Founders. 

















































