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HOW DO I SEE THE CONGREGATION SINCE I HAVE BEEN A MEMBER?
Biembe Bakamba, Médard, ss.cc.

To tell the truth, I never expected to be writing for Com-Union. Radek asked me to write an article responding to the question, how do you see the evolution of the Congregation since you have been a member? If I understand the question correctly, my contribution will be quite subjective and open to error. What’s more, it is a personal opinion. I will speak of two very important times in my life as a member of this great religious family. First I will look at my time in initial formation and then speak of the Congregation since my ordination to the priesthood. Finally I will draw some small conclusion.
Initial Formation 1990-2000 

I came to know the Congregation through a Missionhurst father who was my pastor in Kinshasa. He lived in our community in Mikondo because they were building a rectory for Mama wa Bosawa
 parish. It was at that time that the brothers of our Congregation were opening the door to initial formation. It was with the “foolishness” of youth that I knocked on the door and finally entered and I am still here.

I began the postulancy all alone, as Camille Sapu and Paulin Kadumu had preceded me by a year. And so began the “adventure.” In formation I met Fathers Álvaro de Luxan and Germán Fresán, who were the formators. So we were five in the community: two formators and three postulants (Camille in 2nd Philosophy and Paulin and I in first).

This first stage of formation was a discovery for me. Everything was new. That’s pretty obvious! At that time I had a desire to know ss.cc. spirituality and go deeper into it, in spite of the fact that the formators put more emphasis on studies, which were not all that good at the beginning.

Because we were the first, we were lucky, as the fathers and the sisters did all they could to make us part of the Congregation. In spite of the fact that we were postulants, the formators organized a time every weekend centered on the history and spirituality of the Congregation. It was interesting with Sister Paula Teck.

At the time, knowledge about the Congregation gradually made an impact. During the weekend sessions the formators spoke more about the international dimension of the Congregation. With Sister Paula Teck already as postulants, we learned all about the foundations of our religious family. That continued until we went to novitiate.

In novitiate we took on the rhythm of the Congregation’s religious life. It was 1994, right after the General Chapter and the formators spoke to us of the priority projects of the Congregation (Asia and Africa), of the restructuring of the Congregation etc. 

A consequence of that orientation was initial formation together with the brothers of the region of Mozambique. Father Theo was the Regional Superior and formator at the same time. According to our plan of formation, the two regions decided that the postulancy would be made separately in each region, theology in Kinshasa and the novitiate together in Mozambique, a year of pastoral experience in Mozambique would follow the first year of theology. That led to the presence in Kinshasa of the first two Mozambiquans (Albino and Salvador) in 1994-1995.

This was all in the context of the orientations of the 1994General Chapter. You could say that internationality and restructuring was the “slogan” of our formation. My pastoral experience in Mozambique (1995-1996) was part of these orientations. As regards Asia, I only was able to read some things in newsletters and the Congregation’s INFO. According to our formators restructuring was moving along with “heavy steps” because it was complicated. It was necessary to respect the history of each province, each person, different sensitivities etc.

I remember well how we spoke about this in formation and how we had questions when there would be a visitation in Kinshasa or when we spoke with the formators. Being the first Congolese ss.cc.’s in Mozambique, the experience was different. The Dutch and Irish brothers had another rhythm and way of living community. All of that helped me to open my horizons as I considered the Congregation. During formation I grew with this vision of which I have just spoken.
From Priestly Ordination until Now.

The 2000 General Chapter brought radical change to the two African regions. There had been the ordination of the first three African brothers. Camille Sapu was invited to the General Chapter. He returned with all kinds of commentaries on the work and atmosphere of the Chapter. For me, it was a great thing to see the first African in an international meeting of the Congregation. One of the decisions of the Chapter was the creation of the Province of Africa. I believe that many did not expect that decision. How would we become a province without our own financial autonomy and without being really solid as a group? Amazement...that’s the decision... and we took it on with all the consequences involved. For me it was a disappointment, seriously!

The dream of African unity became a reality when we had the first Provincial Chapter in 2001. That same year I was sent to Inhaminga as parochial vicar. In the meantime, there had been quite a few vocations in the province. We are already more mature as a group, having had three provincial chapters, with an increasing number of members and vocations. I have hope for the future of the Congregation here in Africa and in other places. Certainly, internationality is a challenge but because of our vocation each of us is called to respond positively to the love with which God continuously guides us. 
Conclusion

I am not sure if I have met Radek’s expectations when he asked me to write this article. I think that these last twenty years have been for me, and for all of us, a time of grace, which I would say has been positive. The Congregation has done much work, especially in the area of initial formation. The two priority projects have had positive results. The Congregation has been enriched with African And Asian priests. I am most grateful to all the brothers who have done and who continue to do so much for the unity of the Congregation.

Perhaps I am a bit pessimistic when it comes to the restructuring of the Congregation. Things go very slowly but there are steps being taken. The interior conversion of each one of us would be an opportunity to make this great dream of the Congregation a reality. I am also pessimistic concerning my province. I have never heard so much talk about finances as in the last two years. Are we just going to keep on like that? What is the future of the Province of Africa? Why are we a province if we depend totally on outside help? What are the criteria in the Constitutions for the creation of a province? Was it a precipitous decision to create the province? Those are my questions that do not need answers. Takhuta!

� Translator’s note: Lingala for “Mother of Humility”


� Translator’s note: “Thanks” in Sena





