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This issue of Com-Union is dedicated to the priestly ministry, seen within our ss.cc. vocation, a calling characteristic of the brothers’ branch from the foundation.

The Good Father was a priest before being founder and it was as priests that he saw the brothers when, in the Motte d’Usseau, he had his vision that we consider the inspiration of our Congregation.

While it is true that in baptism men and women are incorporated in Christ, the high priest, and we are all members of the priestly people of the new covenant and because of that all members have a common dignity and fundamental equality, the common good of all the baptized requires different services and ministries.

Those who have received the sacrament of Orders are configured to Christ through a special grace of the Holy Spirit to serve him through the preaching of the Word, the dispensation of grace in the Sacraments and the service of unity so that the Church remains united to Him who is our head.

The priestly vocation involves a call to follow Christ in a radical way. Priests are placed in the midst of the People of God as mediators of his grace, expert guides on the journey toward him and pastors called to care for the flock.

In the Congregation we have the witness of brothers who, within our ss.cc. vocation, have lived this vocation to the fullness, each with different nuances according to their personal charism: the Good Father, Father Damien, Father Eustaquio, the martyrs of the Paris Commune, the Spanish martyrs, the missionaries who spread the faith in far off lands and so many other brothers who have lived the priesthood as pastors or educators who have served and are serving the Gospel as “the cooks of Christians” – an expression of Luther – preparing the table of Bread and Word.

We are coming to the end of the year that Pope Benedict XVI has dedicated to the priesthood. This issue of Com-Union is meant to be a modest contribution to help the brothers and sisters know more about the topic of priesthood in our Congregation and share that with others.
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