The fundamental mission of the ss.cc.priest
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in a non-christian world
Rose Keanu Reeves ss.cc. 
Our SS.CC. Brothers have faithfully and diligently ministered to God’s people in India in the Archdioceses of Orissa and Kolkata for the past 30 years. The Catholic population is 2% in India.  The remainder of the people continues to embrace Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism and other minor religions.  Although the Church is only 2% of the population, the total number of Catholics is significantly large because according to the census there are approximately 1 billion people in India.  Obviously, this has and continues to be a great challenge for our SS.CC. Brothers who wish to exercise their priestly ministry in a non-Christian world.

Christians in India have been persecuted, especially in Kandhamal, a district of the State of Orissa where some of our Brothers and Sisters’ families live.  Most of the Christians were given an opportunity to disown their faith.  When they defied the fundamentalist dictate and refused to renounce their faith, the soldiers turned uglier than the Nazi Gestapo.  Those who refused to give up their faith were brutally murdered: put to the sword, burnt alive, crushed with boulders and even buried alive.

Besides ministering to the faithful in the parishes of Orissa and Kolkata (West Bengal) our Brothers at Damien Social Development Institute have joined the forces of other NGO’s to help alleviate the trials and sufferings of the Christians in Kandhamal and other places by distributing medicines, contributing their service and monies etc.  Not all the non-Christians are fundamentalist.  Therefore, our Brothers have tried to deepen their relationships with the non-Christians through their love, kindness, concern and support when and where possible, especially among the people with leprosy.  As Christians we have been encouraged to show concern and interest in the non-Christian festivals, and other similar occasions.  Our Brothers have extended their efforts in joining some of the Hindu weddings, festivals… always with caution by not preaching about Jesus, Mary and other Catholic teachings.  
Therefore, the fundamental mission of our Sacred Hearts Brothers is living and witnessing the compassionate love of God with much love, patience, faith, respect, hope and endurance.—bringing all of our non-Christian friends to the altar of the Word and Eucharist and offering them to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.  

As we celebrate the Eucharist, Adoration and other prayer-services with our Brothers we notice that they conscientiously made special efforts to include a topic or article from our charism to keep us connected to our beloved Congregation.  Without hesitation, our Brothers happily joined us as we celebrated together the main feasts of our Congregation—Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Founders Day, Damien, etc.  We have indeed been enriched by their love and care for us which was evidenced by their “family spirit.” 
In addition to their sacramental, priestly life, our Brothers have extended their priestly ministry among the leprosy patients, poor families and other lay people through their tender love and respect – giving dignity to each person.  They have offered their untiring service to the poor by offering charitable contributions, service, education – always building their friendly and respectable relationships with God’s people. 
We are deeply grateful for their past efforts in sharing their priestly ministry with us and we hope that they will continue to treasure their unique vocation as priests but more especially as Sacred Hearts priests—living the compassionate love of God.  
In conclusion, we wish to thank our Brothers for their witness as true disciples of Jesus and sharing their priestly ministries with us.  We assure them of our love, support and prayers that they may continue to contemplate, live and proclaim the redemptive love of God.
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