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accompanied by the SS.CC. brothers

Claudia Metz 
I will try to resume in these few pages my experience as an SS.CC. lay person accompanied by the brothers of the Congregation.

It is important to begin by telling you what my journey of faith has been and how I came to know the SS.CC. Congregation. I come from a family of Jewish origin. Although my parents were not practicing Jews, they gave me full freedom to choose my own way. That is why at 22 years of age I felt the call of Jesus to look towards Him and to follow his way. A few months later I was baptised and thus began a beautiful journey of growth and drawing near Our Lord, receiving the sacraments of forgiveness, communion, confirmation and marriage.

As part of this journey, I went personally, or together with my husband to see priests from the diocese and different congregations. I began a search for my place within the Church, a place where I could contribute something and be committed in a more personal and ongoing way to the following of Jesus in my life as a lay person.

Until this moment in my life I did not know the congregation of the ss.cc. except for having been present a few times at masses celebrated in the chapel of the SS.CC. school in Manquehue. When we were choosing a school to educate our eldest daughter, we wanted a catholic school, which would give importance to the formation of values and one that was mixed. A couple of blocks from where we lived was the SS.CC. school of Manquehue, which met the requirements that we sought. We did not need to go further than this. There was a special mark and characteristic in some people we knew who had been there.

That is how we came to know one of the works of the congregation, and where we have been for 13 years. The school is in line with the SS.CC. charism, and there is direct accompaniment by the SS.CC. brothers who live in a community near the school. This has been reflected in the formation that our children have received, with the person of Jesus being very present and a very strong social sensitivity. My husband and I began to get involved little by little, first in the ministry involving parents and then actively in activities in the Pastoral Centre where we participate as servers in the Eucharist. Here also I found a place of formation through courses, workshops, and retreats and to celebrate and experience actively faith in community as a big family. All this accompanied always by the brothers of the Congregation, in whom I found much more than priests, but excellent spiritual directors, teachers and friends.

A couple of years ago and with the help of a great friend, Guillermo Rosas, who invited us, my husband and I with other people close to the congregation, we formed a Lay Branch Community. This was about 3 years ago, and today it is a living community, consisting of 7 people, 4 of whom made their first commitment on December 26 last year. Within the SS.CC. Secular Branch, I feel that I have at last found what for a long time I have been looking for, my place within the Church. Currently I am working in the National co-ordination team, where I am the representative of the Santiago area that today has 2 active communities and 13 committed people. Through the Secular Branch and the different activities I have come to know other SS.CC. brothers, serving in various locations in Santiago and others areas where the SS.CC. are present in Chile. We even had the opportunity to share with and to know the General, Javier Álvarez-Ossorio when he visited Chile a few months ago. Here, too, we have the possibility of meeting and sharing with the branch of sisters, finding in them the same charism, which fits so well with my way of understanding and living faith.

Something that is particularly striking is that, despite the great diversity of personalities and different characters of the brothers, I have come to know some who are very wise, some who are very good friends, some who are very jovial, others who are artists, others who have experienced the Gospel to the extreme, giving their lives for the needy; all have something special that unites them. Listening to their sermons, to their advice, their availability, their closeness, their way of living and celebrating the faith, in all this the SS.CC. charism is manifested strongly, they contemplate, live and proclaim the mercy of God, made flesh in the Sacred Heart Jesus, holding the hand of our Mother Mary. They show a Gospel that is put into practice daily, they are close, friends. They walk and work side by side with us lay people, where each has his/her place, no one is excluded, being clear that we are all Church and have a particular role to play within it, which another brother and friend, Martin Königstein ss.cc., says, the laity are not "mini-monks" or "mini-priests," but people who must show the love and mercy of God through our lives, in the world, in whatever we are doing (work, community, family), the love and mercy of God.
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