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Among the Blessed of Jesus

Enrique Moreno Laval ss.cc. 
Esteban Gumucio is, without a doubt, the priest of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts who is most well known, most beloved and most influential socially and ecclesially in Chile. Born in Santiago on September 3, 1914, he died in the same city on May 6, 2001, when he was 86 years and 8 months old. For a year he suffered the affects of a tumor of the pancreas, which eventually ended his life. He entered the Congregation in 1932, professed his first vows the following year and was ordained to the priesthood on December 17, 1938

His Years of Priesthood

In his just more than 62 years of priesthood, Esteban did different things. First he worked in the schools of the Congregation in Valparaiso and Santiago, a connection which continued during his years as Provincial (1947-1953). Then he became Novice master in Los Perales (1955-1963). Immediately after that he founded the parish of Saints Peter and Paul in a poor area of south Santiago, where he was pastor for the first 8 years of the parish’s existence (1964-1972). He continued living there when he was again named novice master for another 7 years (1977-1983) this time with residence in Santiago and at times in other places such as Concepción (Chile) and Arequipa (Peru). During all that time, he continued being involved in some way in the ministry at SS. Peter and Paul’s. In 1986 he was appointed to the parish of Saint Joseph in the city of La Unión, 800 kilometers south of Santiago, where he remained until 1990. During the last ten years of his life (1991-2001) he was once again in Santiago serving in the parishes of SS. Peter and Paul and Damien of Molokai, a new parish created from the former one.

There were two activities that he was involved with along with his other priestly ministry. In 1974 he became advisor to Marriage Encounter and over the course of his life he produced an abundant literary output. The Fundación Coudrin of Santiago, has already published 8 volumes of his life and his work.

The Impact of His Life

Within the SS.CC. community, Esteban Gumucio is considered the father of many generations of brothers, either because he was our formator or because we have felt his constant influence, always warm and close, intelligent and creative, attentive and helpful and above all, rooted firmly in his unconditional love for Jesus and his Gospel. Esteban was a model of brotherhood in community, of fatherly authority when he had to be, of simple poverty, of ready obedience and of chastity developed in celibate love from day to day. He continues to be a reference for each brother and for all those who come to the Congregation.

Those who came to know him through his pastoral ministry also experienced the impact of Esteban’s witness as a priest who reflected Jesus’ closeness to people, his ability to understand and show compassion and his courage to confront difficult situations that led him to give himself completely to the struggle for human dignity and social justice. There is a key date in the priestly life of Esteban, December 1963 to March 1964.
During that Chilean summer Esteban, according to his own words, did the most “daring” thing in his life. With three young priests he moved into a very poor neighborhood on the periphery of Santiago to begin a mission that the Congregation continues today. As part of what was called the “General Mission of Santiago” at the time, they took the first steps that would eventually result in the creation of a network of communities that today are the parishes of SS. Peter and Paul and Saint Damien of Molokai. For Esteban, living among the people he was serving changed his life. It brought out the best in this man who was a pastor and who journeyed with individuals and communities.

A Model Pastor

When you ask the people who shared the most with Esteban what they remember about his way of being a priest, they say things like: his simple way of being close to you, his affable welcome, his continual availability, his attentive way of listening, his wise counsel, his sensitivity toward the poor, his courage in defending human dignity and his creative preaching that always touched on real life. But what people remember most was his life entirely centered in Jesus.

In his numerous writings that he left as a record of his conferences, retreats, and talks to priests, Father Esteban offered the model of the priest that he always wanted to be and that in great measure he was.. The majority of those texts are published in the book Fijos los ojos en Jesús – Palabras a sacerdotes.
 The title, taken from Hebrews (12:2), a text that Esteban loved, reflects what he always wanted to live. With his gaze glued to Him, he learned to see in the faces of so many men and women the very face of Jesus. He acquired a way of seeing reality as Jesus did. He loved the Church as Jesus did. With his eyes fixed on Jesus, he saw the Father of Jesus and he welcomed the Spirit that Jesus gives. Are we all witness of this?

The Service of the Word

Esteban Gumucio had the precious gift of be able to use verbal language well to express what his heart experienced in his face to face encounter with his God and in his daily encounter with others. That was the source of songs like El peregrino de Emaús, La Oración and El Ángelus and so many others which will stand the test of time. At the difficult moment of the military dictatorship in Chile he came up with the emblematic Cantata de los Derechos Humanos. And there were all those poems so filled with humanity, so many letters to Jesus, so many writings for children, youth, married couples and old folk. Esteban left many informal writings, written by chance and collected by those who want to preserve and make known his legacy.

Esteban himself said on one occasion, “I do not consider myself an author because I have always been involved with direct pastoral ministry. I really like to write. I am an amateur writer and I have too much respect for real poets and writers to attribute the title undeservedly to myself. My writings are short and occasional, inspired by the life of the people that I have tried to serve as a priest.” All of that has done and continues to do so much good.

The Recognition of the Church

The impact of Esteban Gumucio’s life on the Chilean Church has been extensive and profound. In spite of the fact that most of his ministry was in Santiago, his person, his writings and songs have affected the life of the Church throughout the country. His involvement in Marriage Encounter, allowed him also to travel to various dioceses in Chile and Latin America where he also left his mark.

In recent years the Archbishop of Santiago, Cardinal Francisco Javier Errázuriz has expressed his great desire that the figure of Father Esteban be recognized officially by the Church as a model of holiness. On his own initiative he proposed that the Chilean province transfer Esteban’s body from the mausoleum of the Congregation in the Catholic cemetery in Santiago to the parish church of SS. Peter and Paul that Esteban himself had founded. That took place on September 27, 2008. Before that in a celebration of thanksgiving in honor of Father Esteban on June 24, 2008, the Cardinal said, “It was always a great joy for me to see how he would speak so clearly of all that Jesus desired of us. On the one hand, you sense that he had the soul of a mystic but he was also deeply committed to his people, a prophet, a fighter, a good Samaritan, a good shepherd. In the end we can say that in some way it was Jesus himself who walked the streets of our city. We could touch in him all the breadth of the beatitudes. It was something extraordinary. In my life, God has given me the grace of knowing many people whom the Church will one day beatify and canonize. It is a grace that not everyone has but that I have had because of my work in Rome. I have an intuition that Father Esteban must one day be included in that gallery.”

The day that his body was transferred, in the presence of 3 or 4 thousand people, the Cardinal ended his homily during the Eucharist saying, “ I finish with these works, aware that there is much more to say and to learn. But we will have time in the days, the mornings and the afternoons ahead, when we stand by Father Esteban’s tomb and we remember his presence and his life. Today we come here to place in the earth the seed of a great sewer, hoping that the Lord will make it bear fruit for the good of the Christian people. We do it with the hope and the intuition that today we are in the presence of an authentic blessed. The final word we leave lovingly to God and his beloved Church with the prayer that beginning today we will say in remembering Esteban, If it is your will, Lord, let your Church recognize him among the blessed of Jesus, along with Mary, ‘mother of the weary” and all the saints of all time. Amen.”

In October of 2009 the Congregation officially requested the Cardinal Archbishop of Santiago to introduce the cause of beatification and canonization of our brother, Father Esteban Gumucio.
















































� Under the following titles: Conversaciones con Esteban Gumucio (Conversation with Esteban Gumucio), Poemas (Poems), Cartas a Jesús (Letters to Jesus), Bienaventurados los Viejos (Blessed are the Old), Los tiempos del verbo Amar (The Times of the Word to Love), Fijos los ojos en Jesús (Eyes Fixed on Jesus), Las manos heridas (Wounded Hands), Esteban Gumucio en la memoria de los suyos (His Own Remember Esteban Gumucio).


� Ediciones Fundación Coudrin, Santiago de Chile, Diciembre 2008.
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