The mission of the SS.CC. Priest in a non christian world: 

Indonesia
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Indonesia is a country where the majority of the people are Muslim. How do SS.CC. priests accomplish their mission in this country? The call to be a priest is a call to serve the people by creating a better world. Each human being has a mission, is "sent" by God with a specific task. Each disciple is sent, as Jesus was "sent," and our SS.CC. mission, our vocation, is a participation in His mission. Jesus’ mission was to do His Father will, to reconcile all people to the Father. Jesus mission is accomplished not only around the altar, celebrating the Eucharist; it is living the Eucharist 24 hours a day. In a Christian country it is easy to speak openly about Jesus and the Gospel, but how can this be done in a non Christian country? In Bandung, West Java, Indonesia, where all are Muslims, it is even difficult to build a church; special permission is needed from the government.

The Catholic Church in Indonesia is still quite conservative; most priests center their mission mostly on the sacraments. The presence of SS.CC. priest brings diversity to God’s mission in a non Christian world. Their mission is to bring the presence of God to our world where there is so much suffering, violence and injustice, to promote the dignity of the human person and the unity of all peoples irregardless of their religion. The SS.CC. priests center their mission “in the Eucharist as a source of the Church’s mission”. The celebration of the Eucharist inspires them to open themselves to others. They introduce various programs in the parish which touch the lives of all people. These programs, organized by parishioners or other informal organizations, make visible the presence of God and bring the Good News to a non Christian World through works that improve the human condition.

In our SS.CC. parish, they started a health program by opening a Clinic, Klinik Gandarusa, that offers services to all people in the neighborhood, especially to the poor regardless their religion. 

Beside this program there are also informal organizations in the parish: Kelompok Warga Sumber sari Dian Permai that work to promote the unity of the people in the Church’s area and among the religions. Among their activities is the distribution of sembako (rice, cooking oil, sugar, clothes etc.) at special times, such as Eid ul-Fitr (End of the month of Ramadan for the Muslims), Easter and Christmas. They also attend and celebrate the Muslim’s Day of Peace in order to promote unity among the different religions.

There is the group of WKRI: Wanita Katolik Republik Indonesia (group of Catholic women) that promotes a program of good nutrition for the children under five years old. This program is called Posyandu and services the people once a month. And there are many other like activities going on in the parish where our SS.CC. priests are working. 

The SS.CC. Sisters support our Brothers in the parish, and they are involved in the different programs besides catechesis. Together the Sisters and Brothers try to spread the SS.CC. mission from the Altar to the Society. We are still in the process of living out fully our SS.CC. mission: To Live, Contemplate and Announce God’s Redeeming Love to everybody, regardless of their religion. 
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