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A word of introduction

First, I would like to thank the organizers of ComUnion for this initiative of reflecting on the ministry of the priesthood during this year of the priest, since more than half of the members of our congregation are in Orders. It is worthwhile remembering that each and every one has his/her place, role and we are co-responsible in serving the Church and humanity in the best way possible in these unsettled times of quick, rapid and deep changes. 

I am grateful to be invited to read and meditate on some of the words the G.M. addressed to her brother priests. This work of searching has challenged me and has given me encouragement to carry all my brother priests more intensely in my heart and in my prayer. I hope that in reading these writings of the G.M. many brothers, sisters and laypersons will feel urged to support them more effectively, as members of one family, all called to love the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
Thanks also to the archivists of the Congregation who have left so many documents at our disposal. In this way, while still living in Maputo / Mozambique, I have been able to consult easily, the letters the G.M. - LEBM 1-4. There is also the “Cahiers of spirituality”, especially 10a, and n.15 by Friedhelm Geller which provided me with very interesting material, and "The Good Mother – Her Life" by Hilarion Lucas. My sincere thanks to the many brothers and sisters who gave years of their lives to leave within our reach all the essential documents of the Congregation ... 
Commentaries on the letters between the Good Mother and the Good Father
How could we not start with the correspondence between the G.M. and the G.F., the first priest in the congregation?

In her many notes written (at the request of the G.F.) between 1801-1803, the G.M. is really the foundress with the founder of the fledgling Congregation.

She communicated to the G.F. what she "had seen", what she had understood from God, what he must do, what they must do to advance the work of God. She encouraged him in this and expressed her union of heart ...
Here is one of those significant notes:

"The Good Lord made known to me that you should not read "the duties of monastic life" at the moment because you would take on things, which, while good, are not for you at this time and which you could not hold on to, not being accustomed to the discomforts of life in common and that you would be worried at having to renounce them." 
The Good Lord has given you the precious gift of his constant presence, that is to say that in talking, walking or doing something without thinking, you think of Him. In fact, He is more present within you than you are to yourself, if I may say so. In order to respond to this special grace, he would like you go within several times a day (if only for a moment) to adore him in the depths of your heart where He has made his home and likes to be, so that the faults you may commit are never committed deliberately. 

The Good Lord would like you take the time, even on days when you are very busy, to do your half hour, and on other days one hour, at two different times. By means of this fidelity to enter with the Good God into the depths of your heart, it will be easier to remain at his feet, there will be no room for boredom, for the distractions, which will tire you at times, but will be far from you and will not be detrimental to you. I can assure you that the Good Lord has the desire and intent to grant you special graces, I would even say that his heart is in need of that. " 

The good God also says you worry too much when you think you have made some mistakes, the grief and sorrow you have causes you a certain irritation of which you are not the master. Then you get angry with yourself, and sometimes this has repercussions on others, which increases your pain, because then you think you have committed many deliberate mistakes, and your real offence is worrying by yourself instead of entering right away into your heart with God who would have closed the wound that the fear of making a mistake would have produced, if truly there was a wrong, and He would have poured the comforting balm of a loving pain. The good Lord also complains that you stop certain ideas, that would happen if you were not afraid. In this way you summon the temptation then you fall into confusion, worry, but you certainly have the right to be afraid.”

Towards the middle of 1801

In her profound correspondence with him, the G.M. recounts everything she does or does not do for the Work; she asked his advice for each new step that have to be taken, for every problem regarding people, situations, money, etc. She encourages him in his ministry as priest, vicar general of a diocese, Founder. She gives him advice for the decisions he has to make. She assures her faithful prayers, her sacrifices that she offers for him, for the deep affection she has for him and for the Institute.

The G.F. held her in such high regard that he said to Gabriel de la Barre in 1803: "... It is true that the Little Peace (GM) carries the light and I just hold the candlestick ...”
And at the end of their life and mission, when the first tension between the Brothers and Sisters in Picpus came to light, he wrote to the young superior in Picpus, Fr. Raphael Bonamie:
"Be assured, my dear Raphael that she is the soul of two families, that her poor life hangs by a thread, she is too old and you are too young to remove the root of the trunk, the branches would soon be without vigour to produce fruit ... She is the root of the tree ... It s she who is more founder then foundress, and I know she has never ceased to be a victim for the whole family .... 27/01/1829.

Here are some of the many letters written to BP, which express her encouragement in his service as a priest, the assurance of her prayers and sacrifices, the expression of her devotion and affection for all: laity and Sisters ... 
In this letter, she sympathizes with his sufferings, the misunderstandings and gives him reasons for hope.

V.S.C.J.


I received your letter, my good father, and only have time to tell you that the one addressed to the Bishop causes us sorrow (The day before the Bishop had received the letter from Portalis refusing to appoint Father Coudrin Vicar General of Mende.): the charges against you are nothing; all that will not go very far, at least I hope so. Mademoseille Viart grieves for the trouble this causes; Do not take it to heart, my good father! The good Lord wants us to have crosses, but all will calm down amicably, I am confident of that and I am going to ask the good Lord with all my heart, to prolong my existence. Pardon me, just pray to the good God for me!
You will do much good in your turn; assure the good and venerable prelate of my affection and respect for him.

Farewell, dear Father. I have nothing satisfactory to tell you of my health: I am not however, all together sick. You say nothing of your return. I would love to see you again! In spite of myself, I am a little amazed; I am going to use every means I can to get cured: I owe my existence to you according to God, I owe you life humanly speaking. You know in part of my feelings for you. They will only end with my life. Accept this insurance as well as the profound respect I have, my very good father, Your most humble and obedient servant, Henrietta. 
Mende, September 17, 1802

Extracts of letters of the Good Mother, addressed to brothers – priests
Apart from her voluminous correspondence with the superiors of the Sisters of communities, the G.M. has left fairly significant messages with the Brothers.

With Isidore DAVID, superior of the Brothers in Poitiers

Once she left Poitiers, the G.M. established an intense and regular correspondence with Gabriel (Hélène) de la Barre, superior of the Sisters and Father Isidore David, superior of the Brothers. Her letters went from one to another ... What confidence, what friendship between three people! While, the Foundress encourages, she also communicates the affairs of the Congregation, she askes forgiveness for the misunderstandings. It is to these two friends that she opens her heart with incredible ease, she shares with them her joys, her pains and sorrows, doubts and hopes. This excerpt from a letter from the G.M. to Isidore speaks at length ...

« V.S.C.J.
I intended to write to you, sir, and I confess to my shame, that laziness, I think, won on the promise the I made to you to be more exact in the correspondence that we wanted to establish between Mende and Poitiers. Thank you for your attention in writing and I beg you not to rely too much on me, because often, with good will, the general and specific occupations arising from my position do not allow me to fulfill my desires. Of course, I always have things to do which may help reduce the embarrassment, worry, difficulties you may encounter in the state of perfection that you have embraced very courageously that the good God does not give you all the means and all the special graces which you need to reach your goal, which is simply to do his holy will.

I am sorry to hear that you are somewhat sick and I hope that the Blessed Virgin will cure you, I will pray the best I can for this, but, as in the past, I do things so badly that I always fear the good Lord does not respect my prayers. Pray for me, Sir, I have great need of them, because our facility here is no small undertaking; and I have only to be happy for having done it; it seems that everyone is willing to facilitate us and God is protecting it all too visibly so that we should not expect everything ... "

Mende, August 25 1802

With Hilarion LUCAS, the “secretary of the Congregation”
Many times, the G.M. wrote to Hilarion regarding the affairs of the Congregation: his meetings with bishops, priests, etc..

In these small excerpts, she sympathizes with what little success he obtained in his efforts and mission in the parishes.

"I can not understand your criticism about my silence, Sir: I have written regularly except the last time. I was more than sad, I had a violent headache and could not open my eyes: your letter arrived, and you feel that (even though I had been informed of its contents by the pastor of St. Thomas) it increased my blackness. We should be rejoicing because everything proves that your friend has a distinguished place among the blessed: he will not be in the communion of martyrs...

Take courage, sir, the means of attaining eternal happiness is to have in this world only pain and tribulations. Thank God that he does not spare them, and we love those he uses to make us suffer ... "

Laval, Saturday, November 30, 1805
With Father Hippolyte LAUNAY, Superior in Cahors serving the dual community of Sisters and Brothers.

"... Your letter has greatly distressed us, dear Brother. I wrote so that you may have a good one (a new supervisor after the death of the superior of the Sisters) to run the house, and perhaps another, such as it should. If the first one I named is all right with you, as I hope, you will be all right.

Try not to let discouragement, boredom, grief, put poor Agnes in danger (sick). Be careful with this though ... We are so distressed that it would take little for our Father to decide to dissolve the house. I think it is the last thing to do. Try to keep you spirit up, and you, my dear Brother, have more than courage. May your letters not be so sad because they make us sick at heart. The good God, I hope, will come to our rescue. May He comfort you, sustain you and keep you healthy. Take care of your health and believe in the respectful sentiments with which I have the honour of being, Your most humble and obedient servant, Henriette. "
September 24 1807

Some advice from the Good Mother to the Brothers-priests

In "The Good Mother – Her spirit” by Hilarion of Lucas, we read: 
To Father Regis ROUCHOUZE: 
"It is at the foot of the cross that good confessors are formed." 
"Do not ask for crosses when one is full of fevour because God often takes us at our word.” In 1803. 
Hilarion comments:
"This soul so strong that it would have wanted to seize all the crosses of others, advising, however, not to seek crosses, but to submit to those God sends us. 

Fr. Philibert VIDON responsible in 1805 for the direction of the Sisters in Le Mans, remembers well the advice of the GM: "Listen, encourage, console." 
In conclusion
Finally, I would remind all of us, this extract from the Petition of BP and GM, addressed to Pope Pius VII, October 24, 1814: 
"The goal that it (the Congregation) proposes is primarily to recall the four ages of our Divine Saviour ... 

The priests of this Congregation teach children the doctrine of faith, liberal arts and the Holy Scriptures, they form young students in ecclesial science. They preach, confess, do missions, with the consent of the bishops ... There are also brothers who are not intended to embrace the ecclesiastical state and under the same laws of obedience, engage in various works in each house.

The Sisters of the Congregation teach young girls free the first elements of faith and art unique to their gender ... "

Bishop Chabot, the Bishop of Mende, undersigned this Petition: 

"We know and testify that everything recounted above is true, that this Congregation has been very beneficial to the Church and it will be even more so in the future if Your Holiness, to whom we recommend it with a respectful urgency, deigns to affirm it. "

For over 210 years, the Congregation, spread over 5 continents, continues to be beneficial to the Church by the dedication of its members, and in a special way by our brother priests. In recent years we have had the joy of seeing recognized in a special way, the life given by our brothers, Saint Damien of Molokai, Blessed Eustaquio in Brazil. In addition, we have the Brothers who were martyred in Paris, in Indonesia, in Spain and so many others, who, in silence, have given their lives for the good of their brothers and sisters, in the places to which they were sent ...

In this same lineage of our ancestors, we continue to give our lives, always and everywhere we support this great mission that Jesus left us in this world that certainly needs to be saved ....

I conclude with a word of G.M. to one of her brother-priests:
“WHEN ONE DOES ALL DONE FOR GOD, ONE HAS A LOT OF COURAGE AND MORE STRENGTH!”

Your sister in the SS.CC., Paula Teck

















































� What freedom of tone and what soundness in the advice in this page of spiritual guidance!
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