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SS.CC. Priestly Ministry in Africa


Thérèse Kabina Nyindu 

Thank you for the opportunity offered to me through the invitation to talk about the priestly ministry of our brothers here in Africa. Although I cannot speak for all my sisters, I think they will certainly agree with me on several points. I personally feel proud to belong to a religious family of brothers. It is a grace and gift of God not only for us but for the whole Church and for the world. 

Looking at the service our brother priests render, I see there a great help. They are for us and for the people of God, the communicating channel and vessel of the love of God. They are a sign of his presence. I see how our brothers devote themselves diligently to this task of evangelization bringing souls to God by restoring meaning to their lives and giving comfort by preaching, administering sacraments and the various activities related to their priesthood. I think they are real « zealators » of the love of God. We see it in their sermons because they frequently refer to the Word read and meditated on and in particular the desire to retain only the essential. They celebrate the liturgy with enthusiasm, helping the people to give thanks to God for the wonders of creation. 
Although they are priests, our brothers are primarily religious. The religious commitment enriches their ministry. The living of the evangelical counsels strengthens their lives. Our brothers are marked by the spirit of our Founders who made of them shepherds of reference for our people, this people who sometimes calls them "ba papa ya molimo" fathers of souls. Their presence in the areas of insertion, with prisoners, with the sick as well as the healthy, who by their simplicity make themselves available to everyone, making them witnesses in the midst of men and women in the service for which they are sent. Some testimonies allow us to say that despite their limitations, they live their ministry with zeal and courage. 
However, all SS.CC. priests have as a challenge to animate the people so that they can work for their own development. Today it is difficult to find work as charlatanism is becoming increasingly widespread, and our priests have to ensure that their sheep are more responsive to the social situation of their brothers and sisters and to their environment. Poverty is the greatest challenge with which we are faced: it enslaves our people. The priest is the way out, hence the need for better orientation so that it is not just a question of reaching out. Our brothers in their ministry are best placed to raise people’s awareness of the danger that lurks: that of religious prostitution such as the politics that are used for their own purposes. 
Moreover, being a priest in our African context, gives them a social status that elevates them above the people they serve. The people, trusting in their pastor, very often follow what he says, sometimes without a critical sense. The latter is sometimes abused by demands made through homilies that humiliate the people or they are talked down to or are treated as people who know nothing. Sometimes members of the parish council are like "puppets" because the priest believes he knows everything! This situation is the result of their exposure to excessive credulity that the people give them. We all need to watch out for the risk of believing themselves to be above the people they serve, hence the importance of "recharging regularly" to move away from the inefficiency that causes activism. 
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