Short Funeral Oration for Marquis Louis Aymer de la Chevalerie. (Died April 11, 1818)

(LEBP 2198)
R
Monsieur Louis Aymer, Marquis de la Chevalerie, Field marshal in the King’s army, honorary aide-de camp to his Highness the Prince de Condé, died at the Bourbon Palace on the 14th of this month. After the funeral celebrated at St. Valere he was taken to the cemetery of the victims of Picpus. Once the Pastor of St. Valere had brought the body to the entrance of the chapel, Monsieur l'Abbé Coudrin pronounced the following discourse with great emotion:


Sir,



The precious remains which you have piously confided to us are dear to us for many reasons and the memory of the one of whom they remind us will remain alive in this place for a long time. To the tears of desolation being shed here and which speak to us of conjugal tenderness, filial piety and fraternal friendship are joined also tears of admiration and recognition. Monsieur Louis Aymer de la Chevalerie united in his person that happy mix of loyalty, valor and kindness of which his family provided for him ancient and illustrious models. Full of love for the King, he received sweet recompense in the signs of trust and esteem with which he was honored.


Lovingly attached to an august Prince (Mgr le Prince de Condé) who was always the comforter and support of disputed virtue, and whose own happiness was to give the same to those around him, he received distinctions of the greatest importance right to the very end. But what honors most the character of the one we mourn is friendship. It is the sorrow felt by his companions at arms, those illustrious Condeens, whose hearts are virtuous as they are valiant, who are able to combine the duties of their state and a noble respect for those of religion.

Fervent souls, witnesses of such a touching spectacle, bless the Lord and state with admiration, “Yes, the world still has persons of privilege, whose rank, birth and employ do not prevent them from giving glory to God.”

That superiority of mind and heart, that solid foundation of faith and religion, that decency and loyalty so esteemed by all people of good will must inspire in us a holy confidence. Yes, the Lord is faithful to his promises.

But docile to the teachings of the Church, and remembering that the thrice holy God finds imperfection in the purest of stars, let us hasten to say the prayers that religion requires of us and return to the earth a body that God will only claim again, we hope, so that it might participate in the glorious resurrection of his elect.
