Request for the Approval of the Society of the Sacred Heart (September 6, 1797)

(LEBP 22bis)

R

To Monsignor de St. Aulaire, Bishop of Poitiers

Monsignor,

You are already aware that at the height of the persecution a small society of women was formed in your diocese who, coming from different backgrounds and being of the highest virtue and bound only by a simple resolution, gave themselves to all sorts of good works especially those of mercy so as to turn back the divine anger by appealing especially to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, inexhaustible source of grace and love.

Without any exaggeration we could say that God seems to have poured forth on this budding establishment singular favors.  For the desire for perfection, joined to practices that are prudent as well as beneficial, grows daily and fills with admiration whoever comes to see it as it is really meant to be.
But this society, founded on obedience and governed by legitimate authority,  nevertheless lacks the seal of your approval.

Monsignor, it has always hoped that you would be so good to affix it. Please be so kind as to grant this grace which will be the source of great assurance. If, as can be believed, Providence soon makes you responsive to our desires, we will receive from your Excellency, with humble sentiments of recognition, signs of your paternal protection, the only object of our ambition.

 
Awaiting that happy moment, (the Society) requests your fatherly blessing and asks that you be assured that it will never cease to raise hands to heaven that you might have a long life, something so precious to the whole Church. 
_____________

Father Hilarion copied this petition as number 44 of the first volume of documentation. He gives it the title “A Letter of Several Priests of Poitiers to the Bishop of Poitiers, September 6, 1797.” He adds a note: “This letter was written by the priests who directed the society of the Sacred Hearts, begun at Poitiers in 1793. As yet they were unaware what had happened in Paris on September 4 (Fructidor 18) and they were expecting the Bishop of Poitiers to return soon to his diocese.” Bishop de St Aulaire died at Fribourg in Switzerland on January 17, 1798.

Petition of the Sisters to the Vicars Capitulars of Poitiers, June and October 1800

R

Sirs,

Knowing your desire for the glory of God and your fatherly goodness toward the flock the Lord has confided to your pastoral care, at this time we dare to ask that you look favorably upon one small part of that very flock and on the feeble efforts we have made to immolate ourselves to the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ so as to satisfy the divine justice, as far as it is in our power, for the excesses committed in recent times and to appease the very just punishments with which God has wanted to afflict France.

We came together six years ago, under the patronage of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ and the special protection of the blessed Virgin Mary, to make perpetual adoration of that divine Heart in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar and we have always continued doing so since then. At the time we received the approval of Monsignor the Bishop.

Convinced that our regular life should be in keeping with our chosen purpose, after having tried several modes of life, we are submitting for your approbation today the one which we have been following for the last two years and which seems the most suitable in fulfilling our resolutions. As we are also convinced of our duty to obtain the approbation of the Superiors that Providence sees fit to give us, as soon as our work produces fruit for God’s glory, we will present it to you assuring you that this what we desire to preserve. 

Persuaded that in all societies must have a head, we have chosen a Superior for ourselves.

Our principal exterior practices are taken from the Rule of Saint Benedict, among which the most essential are the following:


Each day we recite the small offices of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, the office from the diocesan breviary and the office of the dead, on those days when matins in the breviary does not have nine lessons, and the octaves of the principal feasts.

Our whole diet consists of vegetables, milk and fruits when we are healthy. Our bread is made of wheat, rye and barley and we drink water. When we are sick we make use of everything that can restore us to health, even fatty foods.

Those who are unable to fast take advantage of all the mitigations provided in the Rule of Saint Benedict. We keep habitual silence. However we speak whenever necessity demands it.

In a twenty-four hour period we have seven hours of sleep. During the summer we take an hour in the afternoon.

Every day we take about two hours for walking or recreation and we go out when our business calls for it.

We wear wool and we sleep on a board with a straw pillow.

We are not bound to any act of penance or to any vow.

We have lay sisters who live like us and experience has proven that even the weakest persons can easily support this kind of life. Those who do not want to subject themselves to it easily find among us the means to lead a regular life and satisfy their piety. They are not bound to any of the great offices. They wear linen, sleep on a straw mattress and only observe the Church’s fasts.

 Sirs, that in substance is the kind of life which we have embraced, which we follow with joy and tranquility of spirit, which we desire to continue and which we hope will merit your approval. Well persuaded that the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ has seemed to bless our feeble efforts by the protection we have enjoyed so often since our founding, he will continue to give us his graces in the future so that we can respond to our vocation. Now Sirs, if you would be so kind to add your so long desired approval, it would make our joy complete.

Humbly at your feet, we make this request of you, Sirs. We include below the formula of our resolutions, which include the respect and submission by which we intend always to be your very humble and obedient servants,

Henriette Aymer, Superior

Hélène de la Barre, Novice Mistress

Louis Michel, Marie-Louise Chevallier, Fulgence Boeufvier (novice), Monique Bezard (novice)

Madeleine Lussas, Louise Rochette (common life)

For Annette Batard and Genevieve Pijeau, lay novices who declare that they do not know how to sign, Helene de la Barre

“I consecrate myself today in a special way to the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ and I make the resolution to live for one year in poverty, chastity and obedience in spirit of acceptance, resignation, immolation and in all that I do to do what seems the most perfect, desiring by my fidelity to these resolutions to appease the anger of God and to satisfy his justice. But I have no intention of rendering myself guilty of any sin, even venial, should I not keep them.”

Petition to the Holy Father (1800 ?)

(Written by the Good Mother)


Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness under the protection of their Superior, the undersigned state that six years ago having coming together in the diocese of Poitiers with permission and then with the approval of the lawful Superiors, they formed an association under the title of the society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, through the mediation of the divine Heart of Mary, his Mother. Its principal purpose is perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus truly present in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar and the practice of all the virtues that can make us pleasing to God.

Since the origin of this little establishment adoration has never been interrupted day or night, even at the height of the persecution. Persuaded that every society needs a head, we have chosen a Superior for ourselves. After trying out several styles of life, we submit to Your Holiness the one we have been following for two and a half years and which has been approved by the administrators of the diocese.

Each day we recite the little offices of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, the office from the diocesan breviary and the office of the dead, only on those days when matins from the breviary does not have nine lessons, and the octaves of principal feasts.

We have two hours of prayer daily.

Our whole diet consists of vegetables, milk and fruits. Our bread is made of wheat, rye and barley and we drink water. When we are sick we make use of everything that can restore us to health, even fatty foods.

Those who are unable to fast take advantage of all the mitigations provided in the Rule of Saint Benedict. 

We keep habitual silence. However we speak whenever necessity demands it.

In a twenty-four hour period we have seven hours of sleep. During the summer we take an hour in the afternoon.

Every day we take about two hours for walking or recreation..

We wear wool and we sleep on a board with a straw pillow.

We are not bound to any act of penance (Written by Father Coudrin) nor by any vow until it should please your Holiness to allow us to do so.


(Written by Mother Henriette)

We have lay sisters who live like us and the experience of the last two and a half years has proven that even the weakest persons can easily support this kind of life. Those who do not want to subject themselves to it easily find among us the means to lead a regular life and satisfy their piety. They are not bound to any of the great offices. They wear linen, sleep on a straw mattress and only observe the Church’s fasts. (Written by Father Coudrin). They have the title of données. 

__________________

Petition to the Pope, 1800

(LEBP 2287)

R

A) (Written by Father Coudrin)

The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, following the Rule of Saint Benedict, humbly prostrate at the feet of your Holiness state 1) that the society was approved…

(Written by Mother Henriette) at your feet we dare to ask Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an Order practicing the rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration…

(written by Father Coudrin) of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of Zealots etc. of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and…

As grafts on the stalk of blessed Saint Benedict, we trust that you will cast a favorable regard upon an establishment that heaven has blessed since 1793 when it was born in Poitiers and where, to the edification of Catholics, it has continued despite the persecution of the malicious against the church of France. Its foundation has been self-abnegation, desiring to bring about a revival of his virtues, practicing the austerity of his life, abnegation of self, his poverty, his meekness, his humility, his obedience, his charity by bringing up and forming young hearts to be like that of Jesus, to set the whole world on fire if possible by spreading devotion to the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, wherever your Holiness would want to send us. Approved by his Excellency the Bishop of Poitiers and lawful superiors since its inception in 1793, perpetual adoration has never been interrupted night or day in the society of women. The Priests in the society of adorers, dedicating themselves to missions, live under the rule of donnés. The establishment (is) confirmed by vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. All form two bodies under the same Superior, with each…


May your Holiness be so kind as to approve such an establishment that has been built on the ruins of so many others, and which desires to inherit all their virtues and particularly that of boundless devotion to the Holy Apostolic See. 

____________________

B) (Written by Father Coudrin)

The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, to the most Holy Father Pius VII, Sovereign Pontiff.

Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at your feet, we dare to petition Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an order practicing the Rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary.

As grafts on the stalk of the glorious Saint Benedict, practicing the austerity of his life, sweetened by the holy love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, desiring to revive his virtues particularly his self-denial, his humility, his gentleness, his poverty, his obedience, his charity in raising and forming young hearts to love the Sacred Hearts, to set the whole world on fire, if possible, with holy love by spreading the devotion to the divine Hearts wherever Your Holiness would call us. This establishment came into being in Poitiers in 1793 and (was) approved successively by Monsignor the Bishop and by the Superiors while the See was vacant. Perpetual adoration day and night has never been interrupted in the women’s branch. The priests of the society of adorers, giving themselves to missions and to the difficult work of their ministry lead the life of donnés. This establishment has been ratified by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. All form two bodies under the same Superior, where each one according to the measure of talent confided to him/her, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or in the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary the homage of sacrifice, love, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment of which we have been trying to give an overview. The order will add the vow of stability if Your Holiness sees fit to confirm a work which seems to be for the greater glory of God, as has been communicated to your Holiness by Monsignor Raboteau, Administrator of the diocese of Tours. This establishment has laid its foundation on the ruins of so many others whose virtues we desire to inherit, particularly that of unbounded devotion to the Holy Apostolic See and to your sacred person. Prostrate at the foot of the altar we implore you assistance and we ask you apostolic blessing.

The most humble and very obedient servant of Your Holiness,

Brother Marie-Joseph Coudrin, Priest – Superior General

C) (Written by Sister Gabriel de la Barre)

The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, to the most Holy Father Pius VII, Sovereign Pontiff.


Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at your feet, we dare to petition Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an order practicing the Rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary.

As grafts on the stalk of the glorious Saint Benedict, practicing the austerity of his life, sweetened by the holy love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, desiring to revive his virtues particularly his self-denial, his humility, his gentleness, his poverty, his obedience, his charity in raising and forming young hearts to love the Sacred Hearts, to set the whole world on fire, if possible, with holy love by spreading the devotion to the divine Hearts wherever Your Holiness would call us. This establishment came into being in Poitiers in 1793 and (was) approved successively by Monsignor the Bishop and by the Superiors while the See was vacant. Perpetual adoration day and night has never been interrupted in the women’s branch. The priests of the society of adorers, giving themselves to missions and to the difficult work of their ministry lead the life of donnés. This establishment has been ratified by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience.  All form two bodies under the same Superior, where each one according to the measure of talent confided to him/her, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or in the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary the homage of sacrifice, love, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment of which we have been trying to give an overview. We will add the vow of stability if Your Holiness sees fit to confirm a work which seems to be for the greater glory of God, as has been communicated to your Holiness by Monsignor Raboteau, Administrator of the diocese of Tours. This establishment has laid its foundation on the ruins of so many others whose virtues we desire to inherit, particularly that of unbounded devotion to the Holy Apostolic See and to your sacred person. Prostrate at the foot of the altar we implore you assistance and we ask you apostolic blessing.

The most humble and very obedient servants of Your Holiness,

Brother Marie-Joseph Coudrin, priest- Superior General

Henriette Aymer, Superior General

Sr.Gabriel de la Barre, Novice Mistress

Brother Joseph Hilarion Lucas, professor

__________________

D) Copy of Father Hilarion
The Zealots and Zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, to the most Holy Father Pius VII, Sovereign Pontiff.


Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at your feet, we dare to petition Your Holiness to grant approval to the establishment of an order practicing the Rule of Saint Benedict with particular Constitutions which facilitate perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar, under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers of the divine Heart of Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, under the special protection of the most Blessed Virgin Mary. As grafts on the stalk of the glorious Saint Benedict, practicing the austerity of his life, sweetened by the holy love of the divine Hearts of Jesus and Mary, desiring to revive his virtues particularly his self-denial, his humility, his gentleness, his poverty, his obedience, his charity in raising and forming young hearts to love the Sacred Hearts, to set the whole world on fire, if possible, with holy love by spreading the devotion to the divine Hearts wherever Your Holiness would call us.

This establishment came into being in Poitiers in 1793 and (was) approved successively by Monsignor the Bishop and by the Superiors while the See was vacant. Perpetual adoration day and night has never been interrupted in the women’s branch. 

The priests of the society of adorers, giving themselves to missions and to the difficult work of their ministry lead the life of donnés.

This establishment has been ratified by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. All form two bodies under the same Superior, where each one according to the measure of talent confided to him/her, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or in the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary the homage of sacrifice, love, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment of which we have been trying to give an overview. We will add the vow of stability if Your Holiness sees fit to confirm a work which seemed to be for the greater glory of God, as has been communicated to your Holiness by the Administrator of the diocese of Tours (Monsignor Raboteau). This establishment has laid its foundation on the ruins of so many others whose virtues we desire to inherit, particularly that of unbounded devotion to the Holy Apostolic See and to your sacred person. 

Prostrate at the foot of the altar we implore you assistance and we ask you apostolic blessing.

The most humble and very obedient servants of Your Holiness,

Brother Marie-Joseph Coudrin, priest- Superior General

Henriette Aymer, Superior General

Sr.Gabriel de la Barre, Novice Mistress

Brother Joseph Hilarion Lucas, professor

Note of Father Hilarion. This petition was found written entirely by Mother Henriette. It must have been sent after December 25, 1800 and before February 2, 1801. I believe that the letter of M. Raboteau, of August 17, 1801, is a response to this petition that he had taken upon himself to send to Rome.  

Petition to the Pope (rough draft) – Late 1800

(LEBP 2286)

R


(Written by Father Coudrin)

Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness under the protection of their Superior, the petitioners
 state that being together now for six years in the diocese of Poitiers with permission and then with the approval of the lawful Superiors, they have formed an association under the title of the society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus through the mediation of the divine Heart of Mary, his Mother. Its principal purpose is perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus truly present in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar and the practice of all the virtues that can make us pleasing to God.

Since the origin of this little establishment adoration has never been interrupted day or night, even at the height of the persecution. Persuaded that every society needs a head, we have chosen a Superior for ourselves. After trying out several styles of life, we submit to Your Holiness the one we have been following for two and a half years and which has been approved by the administrators of the diocese.

We are bound by no bond or any vow until it might please Your Holiness to allow such, as we want to depend on the Holy Apostolic See in all things. We ask your permission to expand, to form an Order and so that the reign of Jesus Christ might advance we ask of you:

1. a plenary indulgence for the great feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, applicable to the souls in purgatory, for all those who visit our chapel after having gone to confession and received holy communion.

2. a similar plenary indulgence the first Friday of each month with exposition of the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

3. an indulgence of seven years for all those who say a Sub Tuum before an image of the Blessed Virgin.

4. that the altar of the Blessed Sacrament be a privileged altar each time the Sacred Mysteries are celebrated there;

5. the permission to receive (people) into the confraternity of the Sacred Heart and to have exterior associates who would gain a indulgence of seven years each time they give themselves to works of charity;

6. a plenary indulgence the first Sunday of each month, the feasts of our Lord, of the Blessed Virgin, of the Holy Apostles, of Saint Joseph, of Saint Regis, our patron, for all those who receive communion in our chapel;

7. the permission for the priests who direct us to give the scapular, to each bless twenty thousand Sacred Hearts and twenty thousand rosaries, crosses and medals and to attach the indulgences that your Holiness attaches to the same.

8. an indulgence of five forties each time someone says Vivat Cor Jesus Sacratissimum and an Ave Maria;

9. a plenary indulgence at the moment of death for those with contrition for their sins kiss an image of the Sacred Heart saying: Jesus, Mary and Joseph have mercy on me;

10. a plenary indulgence for each sister on the day she enters the society. 

(Written by the Good Mother)


Most Holy Father,

Humbly prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness under the protection of their Superior, the petitioners state that being together now for six years in the diocese of Poitiers with permission and then with the approval of the lawful Superiors, they have formed an association under the title of the society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus through the mediation of the divine Heart of Mary, his Mother. Its principal purpose is perpetual adoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus truly present in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar and the practice of all the virtues that can make us pleasing to God.

Since the origin of this little establishment adoration has never been interrupted day or night, even at the height of the persecution. Persuaded that every society needs a head, we have chosen a Superior for ourselves. After trying out several styles of life, we submit to Your Holiness the one we have been following for two and a half years and which has been approved by the administrators of the diocese.

Each day we recite the little offices of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, the office from the diocesan breviary and the office of the dead, only on those days when matins from the breviary does not have nine lessons, and the octaves of principal feasts.

We have two hours of prayer daily.

Our whole diet consists of vegetables, milk and fruits. Our bread is made of wheat, rye and barley and we drink water. When we are sick we make use of everything that can restore us to health, even fatty foods.

Those who are unable to fast take advantage of all the mitigations provided in the Rule of Saint Benedict. 

We keep habitual silence. However we speak whenever necessity demands it.

In a twenty-four hour period we have seven hours of sleep. During the summer we take an hour in the afternoon.

Every day we take about two hours for walking or recreation..

We wear wool and we sleep on a board with a straw pillow.

We are not bound to any act of penance (Written by Father Coudrin) nor by any vow until it should please your Holiness to allow us to do so.


(Written by Mother Henriette)

We have lay sisters who live like us and the experience of the last two and a half years has proven that even the weakest persons can easily support this kind of life. Those who do not want to subject themselves to it easily find among us the means to lead a regular life and satisfy their piety. They are not bound to any of the great offices. They wear linen, sleep on a straw mattress and only observe the Church’s fasts. (Written by Father Coudrin). They have the title of données. 

__________________

Petition to the Pope, October 2, 1801

(LEBP V, 2242)

R

Most Holy Father

For the last eight years in the diocese of Poitiers there have existed two fraternities, free of any Gallican influence, constantly useful and devoted to the divided church. One is made up of priests and clerics and the other of women. Under the title of Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, perpetual adorers, going to the Heart of Jesus through the Heart of Mary and under the patronage of Saint Joseph, they desire to reproduce in their life the different ages of the life of Christ, his childhood, his adolescence, his apostolic life and his crucified life according to what is proper to each of the societies. Approved by ordinary authority, following the Rule of Saint Benedict with their own constitutions which encourage adoration, bound by the three simple vows, they strive to increase the faithful’s love for Christ and their devotion to the very loving hearts of Jesus and Mary. Your Holiness granted these fraternities indulgences for the invocation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on April 20 of this year 1801.

At this time the petitioners humbly ask that they be encouraged and approved at least provisionally until such time as we can submit our constitutions to you. In that way the Zealots will be able to more easily establish themselves in other dioceses. Following in the steps of the Apostles and providing for their own needs, they will have nothing to request of civil authority. The obligations (that they have fulfilled up until the present) consist of spreading the teaching of Christ among the people, preparing children and young people for the sacred ministry, making continual reparation for the insults which so bitterly offend the most holy and immaculate Hearts of Jesus and Mary and pierce them with a cruel wound. Prostrate at the feet of your Holiness the petitioners humbly implore your provisional approval and apostolic blessing.

Bro. Marie‑Joseph, Superior General of the Brothers, confirmed by the Ordinary

_______________


We attest that the above is true and in good faith and we recommend it to the kindness of the apostolic See. 

At Poitiers, the second day of October of the year 1801.

+ J.B. Bishop of St. Claude.

Petition to the Vicars Capitular of Poitiers, May 1801

R

(Written by the Good Mother)


Sirs,

Knowing of your zeal for the growth of God’s reign and your burning desire to see it established in all hearts, we dare to entreat you to grant your approval to a group of several priests and laymen forming a society under the title of the Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, practicing part of the Rule of Saint Benedict with their own constitutions. The principal and most rigorous observances are always wearing wool, sleeping on a straw mattress, fasting when in good health, keeping habitual silence and strictly observing the three vows.

Besides those obligations, each member of the society has their own duties to fulfill, which are determined by obedience and which are in accord with the purpose they have chosen. Some are sent to the countryside to give missions, to instruct the people and to spread devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Others are involved in teaching children with the idea of raising them to be either Christians living in the world or priests or religious, according to their vocations or their gifts. Finally, others like new Moses are destined to ceaselessly lift their hands toward heaven to obtain the Lord’s blessing on the work of their brothers and to repair the outrages that the Heart of Jesus has received, receives and unfortunately will receive from bad Christians.

In substance this is the general plan of the Society of the Zealots of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. It is really a rather ambitious plan given our means, for we lack resources of all kinds, but we dare to have great hope knowing that our Lord did not reject the widow’s mite.

______________________

(Father Hilarion’s copy)

Sirs,

Knowing of your zeal for the growth of God’s reign and your burning desire to see it established in all hearts, we dare to entreat you to grant your approval to the assembly and to the form of life of several priests and laymen forming a society under the title of Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, practicing part of the Rule of Saint Benedict with their own constitutions. The principal and most rigorous observances are always wearing wool, sleeping on a straw mattress, fasting when in good health, keeping habitual silence and strictly observing the three vows.

Besides those obligations, each member of the society has their own duties to fulfill, which are determined by obedience and which are in accord with the purpose they have chosen. Some are sent to the countryside to give missions, to instruct the people and to spread devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Others are involved in teaching children with the idea of raising them to be priests or zealots, according to their vocations or their gifts, or even good Christians living in the world. Finally, others like new Moses are destined to ceaselessly lift their hands toward heaven to obtain the Lord’s blessing on the work of their brothers and to repair the outrages that the Heart of Jesus has received, receives and unfortunately will receive from bad Christians.

In substance this is the general plan of the Society of the Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. It is really a rather ambitious plan given our means but we dare to have great hope knowing that our Lord did not reject the widow’s mite.

We also hope that you will grant your approval to a society which is the happiness of those who are members, and which perhaps one day will be the consolation of the Church by procuring it good subjects. We place our humble petition at your feet and whatever the outcome, we will be no less attached to your persons or submitted to your decisions. 

Such are the sentiments of the Zealots of which I am the spokesperson. Allow me to add the assurance of our profound respect with which I am, Sirs, your very humble and most obedient servant.








f. Marie-Joseph

Petition to the Bishop of Poitiers  (May 22, 1802)

(LEBP V 2243)

R

Monsignor,

Divine Providence had hardly designated you bishop of Poitiers and I hastened to come before your Excellency to tell you of a very special favor that the same Providence has given the capital of which you are the pastor. For I can not say how happy I am to offer you the homage of my devotion. While I dare to hope that you will look with kindness upon my petition and upon that which it concerns.

For nine years now a double association has existed in Poitiers under the title of zealots and zealatrices of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. They have always been immune from novelties and constantly useful to the suffering and persecuted members of Jesus Christ. One part is made up of priests and clerics and the other of persons of the female sex. They practice in part the rule of Saint Benedict with particular constitutions. The principal and most rigorous observances of these associations are wearing wool always, sleeping on a board or a straw mattress, fasting when in good health, keeping perpetual silence and observing strictly the three simple vows.

Besides these obligations each member of these associations also has individual duties to fulfill which are regulated by obedience and are in keeping with the purpose they propose for themselves in imitating as much as they can the four ages of the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Some are destined to go to the countryside to give missions, instruct the people and spread devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Others are involved in instructing children that they propose to bring up to become priests or zealots according to their vocation and talents, or even good Christians living in the world. Others still are like other Moses destined to ceaselessly lift their hands to heaven to obtain the benediction of the Lord on the work of their brothers and to repair the outrages the Sacred Heart of Jesus has received, receives and unfortunately will receive from wicked Christians. And for the last nine years this reparation has never been interrupted in the women’s association during either night or day, despite storms and persecutions.

Monsignor, this the substance of the overall plan of the Congregation of Zealots of the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a rather ambitious plan given our feeble means, but we dare to have great hope thinking that our Lord did not reject the widow’s mite. We hope that you will grant your approval to a society which already has been approved provisionally, a society to which the Holy See has granted favors which are the joy of all who are members, a society that asks nothing material of anyone and that perhaps one day will be the consolation of the Church winning for it good subjects. We lay at your feet our humble petition and whatever the result, we will not be any less attached to your august person or obedient to your decisions.

Monsignor, such are the sentiments of our brothers and sisters, of whom I am the spokesman. Monsignor, allow me to add the assurance of the deepest respect with which I have the honor to be the most humble and obedience servant of your Excellency.

f. M. J. Coudrin, S. gl.

Paris, May 22, 1802.

Draft of a Petition to the Pope – Early 1801

R

(In Gabriel de la Barre’s handwriting)

There has existed in the diocese of Poitiers since 1794 a religious Society devoted by a special cult to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The primary motive for this association’s existence has been the desire to appease God’s anger and to offer itself as victim in continual atonement in order to intercede effectively for the Church and the State and to repair the insults that Jesus Christ receives in the most Blessed Sacrament of the altar. Adoration is made day and night and it has never been interrupted in spite of the persecution and the tumult of the French revolution. (In the Good Mother’s handwriting)

This establishment was approved at the time by the late bishop. (In G. de la Barre’s handwriting) What’s more in the midst of those same difficulties this institute, blessed from above, grew and took on a certain stability. 

It follows an austere rule but one that weaker temperaments have been able to bear well enough. The principal points are the recitation of the small offices of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and the diocesan breviary, the office of the dead on days when matins of the breviary does not have nine lessons, the rosary and two hours of prayer in adoration.

For food: coarse bread, vegetables, milk and fruit. They observe the fasts prescribed by the rule of Saint Benedict and those who can bear them
 make use of all the mitigations that rule allows. The sick may use all they need to get well, even meat.

We have seven hours of sleep and rising is always at two o’clock in the morning. We sleep on a plank covered with a piece of wool and a straw pillow. 

We wear wool and, except in case of necessity, we usually keep silence. Experience has shown that this type of life is the one that most easily facilitates the imitation of the virtues most dear to the Heart of Jesus and the purpose of the Association, which is the sacrifice of ones whole being in reparation for the crimes that have flooded the earth and that afflict it still. We join to this first intention that of seeing to the upbringing, up to a certain age, of children from among the very poor. We intend to undertake this when circumstances and our finances permit. There are données particularly indicated for that work.

The diocesan administrators approved this establishment and allowed the members to take yearly vows of chastity and obedience.


We accept lay members, who lead the same kind of life. We accept données, who are obligated by a less austere rule. They fast only on the days that the church requires; they sleep on a straw mattress and make the two hours of prayer. They do not say the large breviary and they only get up at 6:00.

A society of men has been formed in the same diocese with the same rule and for the same reasons. The priests of the society are devoted to the missions and to all the difficult works of their ministry and live according to the rule of the donnés.

All form one body where each one according to the measure of the talent he/she has received, whether in withdrawal, silence and penitence or amidst the cares of the apostolic life, render to the Sacred Heart of Jesus the duties of sacrifice, love, adoration, reparation and complete devotion which have been until now the foundation of the establishment. 

May his Holiness deign to cast a favorable and benevolent regard on it and grant it the graces he might want to bestow.

� The nouns are in the feminine. This would seem to refer to the sisters’ branch.


� The fasts prescribed by the Benedictine Rule





