1907 –Centennial Tribute– 2007

Fr. Mateo Crawley-Boevey SS.CC.
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Fr. Mateo Crawley-Boevey, SS.CC.
The following presentation is a
chronology of archival photographs that
illustrate the crusade of the Sacred Heart
set forth by Fr. Mateo, clearly through
the graces of God working in his life.

Edward Maxim, Born on
November 18, 1875: Tingo (Arequipa) Peru

•

The parish church at Sachaca,
near Tingo, where Fr. Mateo was
reported to have been baptized.

•

Others think he was baptized at
the cathedral in Arequipa “City of
Volcanoes.”

Parents of Edward Maxim
The Future Fr. Mateo

•It is important to note
that, in April of 1877,
the family returned to
England; but Edward
was left in the care of his
grandfather thus he
remained in Peru.

Fr. Mateo’s father,
Mr. Charles Octave Crawley-Boevey,
a convert from Anglicanism.

Fr. Mateo’s mother,
Mrs. Crawley-Boevey,
Maria, née Murga.

February 02, 1891
Brother Joseph Stanislaus
•

On the last day of 1890, at the age of 15,
Edward entered the Congregation of the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in
Valparaiso, Chile.

•

On February 2, 1891, Feast of the
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple,
Edward Crawley-Boevey made his
religious profession and took the name
Brother Joseph Stanislaus.

“My vocation was formed in the greenhouse of
a beloved family circle. Without exaggeration I
think I can state that the dawn of reason and
the sun of grace illuminated my mind almost
simultaneously. I began to think of my future
when I was nine or tens years of age. I can’t
remember having any other ideal than that of
being a religious.”

September 11, 1892
Brother Joseph Stanislaus, Newly Professed
•
•

•

His final profession of vows was made in
the Church of the Sacred Hearts in
Valparaiso, Chile.
On the night before he professed, his
Father provincial wrote to the Superior
General, “Tomorrow we will profess a
young Peruvian novice, a charming young
man, a model of piety, of penance and of
excellent character. He is the best of all
those we have had since the novitiate was
founded in South America. He has done a
great deal of good for the six novices
recently arrived from France.”
“We have a young saint, only Angels are
better and purer than this young man.”

December 17, 1898
•Father Mateo was ordained into the
priesthood at the Cathedral of Santiago.
“For this young priest, his only
desire was to become a saint and to
make known and loved, until death,
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Mary.”

Fr. Mateo 1899
•Faithful to its mission to propagate devotion
to the Sacred Hearts and to the Holy Eucharist,
the Congregation had established a strong
network of associations.
•The Provincial was working in Valparaiso to
start a social center, and Fr. Mateo was
selected as director.
•In a short time, this center became the hub of
the Catholic movement in Valparaiso.
“There are here souls eager to conquer other
souls,” he writes, “and who in the streets, in
their offices, in their families, in fact wherever
they go, are on a constant lookout for one
more soul to bring to the Divine Heart of
Jesus.”

• One year after his Ordination

The Religious of the Congregation
of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (SS.CC.)
Leaders in the Field of Education in Peru
• Fr. Mateo used education to confront those who opposed the Church.
“It is up to us to take over the intellectual formation of students by founding
a Catholic University where true Catholics will base their teaching on the
principles of law founded on the law of God and on the obligations of a
Christian conscience.”
• At the age of 28, he founded the Catholic University of Valparaiso.
• In 1904, the project resumed starting a prep school where he was teaching
English.
• In 1905, he was appointed rector of the universities law school. He taught a
course on natural law.

August 1906: The Turning Point
•

In August 1906, around eight o’clock in the evening, a page in Fr. Mateo’s life
was turned forever when a massive earthquake struck Valparaiso, toppling the law
school and leaving it in ruins.

• Serving victims of the earthquake day and night at the expense of his own health,
led to Fr. Mateo’s physical exhaustion.
•

The result was his total breakdown. He had no reactions to anything and had fallen
into a state of prostration which made him unable to think, to speak, or to even
preside at Mass.

• Fr. Mateo’s superiors sent him to Europe to restore his health.
•

It would be an understatement to say that this trip influenced him profoundly. It
was the decisive turning point of his life, in which Father Mateo received his
mission from the church!

1907 – 1935: Europe

Spain, France,
Portugal, Italy,
Switzerland,
Luxembourg,
Belgium, Holland,
England, Scotland,

•Animated by the desire to
make the promises of the
Sacred Heart to St.
Margaret Mary better
known, Fr. Mateo
conceived the idea of
drawing families closer to
Jesus, the King of Love,
by placing the image of
His Sacred Heart in a
place of honor in the home
thus bringing the family's
life into intimate relations
with Him.

June 05, 1907
•

Fr. Mateo presented this picture of the Sacred
Heart to Pius X during the audience in which he
was “commanded” by the Holy Father to devote
his life to “this work of salvation”. The Latin
inscription, written by Fr. Mateo, reads:
”Mateo Crawley-Boevey, of the Congregation
of the Sacred Hearts, most humbly kneeling at
the feet of Your Holiness, consecrates to the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, in a spirit of love
and to repair His glory, his entire apostolate
whether offering sacrifice at the altar, or
preaching the divine word, or teaching youth,
and this he does totally and irrevocably, through
the hands of the Immaculate Mother of God.”

•

To ratify this oblation, the Holy Father wrote:
“May God confirm what He has done in you.”
The original is in the Sacred Hearts College
residence, Valparaiso.
This copy was made for Fr. Francis Larkin
SS.CC. during his visit there.

•
•

Visitation Chapel
Paray le Monial France
•

Now he sees clearly what goal he must try to
realize: To promote the social reign of the
Sacred Heart; he see clearly the means…
– To reach families one by one, by Enthroning
in the home the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
teaching families to live a life of
“togetherness” with Christ.

•

Before this altar at Paray, Fr. Mateo was
restored to health August 24, 1907.

•

That night he was inspired to begin his crusade
for the social reign of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus.

September 25, 1914
Act of Consecration at Paray le Monial
Sacred Heart of Jesus, supreme love of my life, I consecrate myself today in a spirit of perfect
abandonment to your divine love. Through the most pure hands of Mary, and little Therese, I
return to you the treasures of nature and grace which in Your infinite mercy You have given
me in such abundance. I give back to You, well beloved Spouse, the supernatural merits of
my Masses, of my sacrifices and of my apostolate. I offer them to You for the triumph of
Your adorable Heart. Even more: if my friends or relatives pray for me after death, well
beloved Jesus, accept these prayers and suffrages as Your own treasure to be given to souls; I
am willing to stay in your Purgatory until the end of time if by this You would be glorified in
Your Eucharist and in families consecrated to You. Grant, Jesus, that I no longer live, that
my life be the glorification of your victorious Heart.
In your great mercy, deign to accept me as an oblation of love in order to enkindle in priests the
fire of Your love and zeal for Your divine Heart. At the same time I place in that wound
which must be my paradise in eternity, the solemn promise to carry on in every way and in
every place the apostolate of Your divine Heart. Oh yes, I consecrate myself to glorify Him,
to extend His reign, to enthrone Him in souls, in families and in all movements: and this, at
the price of my blood, were it necessary. May the Virgin Mary, Margaret Mary, St. John and
the little Therese make my poor offering worthy of acceptance.
Adveniat Regnum Tuum!

1917: Barcelona, Spain

•

Fr. Mateo applied himself with great zeal to
promoting devotion to the Sacred Heart.
• It was during this period in 1917, that the
Archbishop of Lima, Primate of Peru, died.
• Pope Benedict XV, although urged to
nominate Fr. Mateo as successor, refused.
“There is no question he would make a good
bishop, but he is more useful in his work of
the Enthronement.”

1919: Cerro, Madrid

•
•
•
•

The National Sacred Heart Shrine, Cerro de los Angeles near Madrid, Spain.
This shrine was dedicated by King Alfonso XIII. It was built through the inspiration of Fr.
Mateo’s preaching.
In 1936, the Spanish Communist used dynamite to destroy the shrine. First, however, they
formed a firing squad and actually shot at the statue to underscore their opposition.
Years later the shrine was rebuilt.

1922: In The Words of
Cardinal Mercier to Pope Pius XI
•He preached retreat after retreat, usually
giving four hour-long sermons each day.
In his younger years, he frequently
preached as often as eight times a day.
“This Valiant apostle, as the whole world
knows, spared no effort, no word no
suffering to renew a Christian
atmosphere in families by Enthroning in
them the Sacred Heart, the King of
Love.”
“I witnessed the efficaciousness of his
apostolate in Belgium. In all the cities
where he preached the love of the Sacred
Heart, he left permanent traces of his
stay, words of piety which will continue
his influence on souls of men…”

1928 – 1935: Rue De Picpus, Paris
Paintings by Sr. Xavier, SS.CC. of the room that Fr. Mateo occupied at the
Sisters Motherhouse on the Rue De Picpus, Paris.

•

“At this desk Fr. Mateo translated
Jesus King of Love from Spanish.”

•

Fr. Mateo’s sitting room at the Sisters
Motherhouse.

March 22, 1930: Mondovi, Italy

• Fr. Mateo celebrating Mass.
• It was said, “His Mass was his greatest Sermon.”

1934: Soleure, Switzerland
•In the background of this
portrait of Fr. Mateo, there
is a picture of Pope Pius XI
and the image of the Sacred
Heart that was
commissioned by Garcia
Moreno.
•It was Pope Pius XI who
sent Fr. Mateo to the
Orient telling him to
“Preach sanctity to the
missionaries.”
•It was in Soleure that Fr.
Mateo was given the
approval to preach to the
missions to the Far East
and travel to Asia.

1935 – 1940: Asia
China, Japan, IndoChina, India, Manila,
Ceylon (Sri Lanka),
Philippines, Malaysia,
Vietnam, and Hawaii

Fr. Mateo’s vocation was
to be a missionary.
Now going to the Far
East Fr. Mateo would relearn Latin to bridge the
language barrier that he
was certain to encounter.
Fluent in five languages,
English, Spanish, French,
Italian, and Portuguese
there wouldn’t be any
trouble preaching to the
missionaries of these
languages.

1935: Saigon, Viet Nam, Enthronement

1935–1936: Tokyo, Japan

•Retreats were given to Japanese
missionaries and clergy.
•Fr. Mateo in center with book.
•At major Seminary, Fr. Mateo is next
to statue of St. Francis Xavier.

1937: Manila, Philippines

• Fr. Mateo preaching in a church built by
the Jesuits.
• The church, with its interior of carved
wood, later burned during the war.
• Fr. Mateo with the clergy of Manila.
• Fr. Mateo with the Tarcisians and
Benjamins of the Sacred Heart founded by
Fr. Mateo to help spread the Enthronement.

1938: Hanoi, Viet Nam

•

Fr. Mateo preached retreats to Spanish, French Dominicans, and
to other community clergy in Hanoi, Viet Nam.

1939: Jafna, Ceylon, Now Sri Lanka

•Fr. Mateo gave a retreat to missionaries of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate
(O.M.I.) in Jafna, Ceylon, now Sri Lanka.

1940: Honolulu, Hawaii

•

Before coming to the Unites States in 1940, Fr. Mateo gave a retreat to
his religious brothers in the Congregations Province of Hawaii.

•

Bishop Stephen Alencastre, SS.CC., originally was a French diocesan
priest, and famous orator. He joined the congregation to work with people
with Hansen’s disease (leprosy). He was chaplain on Molokai for twentyfive years.

1940–1958:
United States and Canada

•Each of the five Popes elected during Father Mateo’s lifetime gave
their full approbation and blessing to the Work of the Enthronement:
St. Pius X, Benedict XV, Pius XI, Pius XII, and John XXIII.

1940: California, USA
• These photographs
document the first
enthronement ceremony in
the USA in California.
• Fr. Mateo at the Shrine of
the altar in the little
theater.
• Shrine of Sacred Heart in
the convent oratory of the
academy.
• Ceremony and Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament.

1940: San Francisco, California

Fr. Mateo and Fr. Stephen, SS.CC., with the students of Dominican Academy.

1940: St. Monica Church,
San Francisco, California

Fr. Mateo with key San Franciscan priests. In each of these photos Fr. Arthur
Cantwell is on Fr. Mateo’s right and Msg. William Cantwell is on his left. Fr.
Stephen SS.CC., Fr. Mateo’s secretary stands behind him in the photograph on
the right.

1940: Louisville, Kentucky

• Retreat Master Fr. Mateo Crawley Boevey SS.CC. during a
retreat given in Louisville, Kentucky.

1941: Tucson, Arizona
•Fr. Mateo during a retreat he gave to
the community of Benedictine Sisters of
Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, Arizona.

1941: Los Angeles, California
More Retreats for Religious

•
•

Fr. Mateo stayed with the Little
Sisters of the Poor, whose fourth
religious vow is hospitality.
He deeply admired this
community.

1941: Trappist Monastary, Gethsemani,
Louisville, Kentucky

Retreat with religious of Trapist Monastary, Louisville, Kentucky clergy
including Abbot Dunne, Archbishop Floersh, and Fr. Edward Golla of
Chicago who joined the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts in 1942.

1942: Chicago, Illinois

As far as we know
this photograph was
taken on the occasion
of Fr. Mateo’s
celebration of his 50th
(Golden) Jubilee of
religious profession.

1942: Alexian Brothers Hospital, Chicago

•

•

On the grounds of Alexian
Brothers hospital, this Sacred
Heart picture was painted by a
Benedictine Sister of Perpetual
Adoration, Mundelein.
A copy is in the SS.CC.
provincial house, Fairhaven,
Massachusetts, given by Fr.
Edward (Luke) Golla when he
entered in 1942.

1942: Milwaukee, Wisconsin

•

Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in St. Francis Seminary.
The picture shows the start of the procession to the refectory to
Enthrone the image of Jesus.

1943: Milwaukee, Wisconsin

•

In January of 1943, Fr. Mateo returns for a retreat to seminarians at St. Francis seminary
Milwaukee. In this photograph he is leading the rosary.

• Along with the Enthronement, Father Mateo promoted Night Adoration in the home to help
strengthen the devotion among families and making it a means of reparation to Him,
especially for sins committed in and by families.

September 24, 1943: Fairhaven, Massachusetts

•Fr. Mateo preached to SS.CC.s in Fairhaiven,
Massachusetts from September 19th to the 24th, 1943.
•Fr. Francis Larkin SS.CC. was named to preach
retreats with Fr. Luke Golla, SS.CC., newly
professed.
•The conferences were on preaching the reign of the
Sacred Heart.

1943: Dubuque, Iowa

•

Enthronement in the residence of Archbishop Francis Beckman in Dubuque,
Iowa. Fr. Mateo preached throughout the archdiocese. Archbishop Beckmen
consecrated himself and his archdiocese to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Guests Attending Enthronement

•

Enthronement in Archbishop Beckman’s residence in Dubuque, Iowa.

June 30, 1944: Fr. Mateo
Departs for Canada from Chicago, Illinois
•Summer of 1944, Fr. Mateo crosses his
twenty-second frontier.
•He had long desired to work in Canada.
He knew the faith was strong. His crusade
there had been especially well received
many years before.
•The next day, on July 1, 1944 Fr. Mateo
opened his first retreat in Canada preaching
to the priests of the Congregation of the
Resurrection at Kitchener, Ontario.

Possessions of Fr. Mateo

• Fr. Mateo’s rosary beads, a pocket knife, a pair of sun glasses, a shaving kit,
and books are among some of Fr. Mateo’s simple possessions at the SS.CC.
USA Eastern Province Provincial House in Fairhaven, Massachusetts.

Fr. Mateo’s wool preaching cope

1945: Retreat to Trinitarians,
Ottawa, Canada.

•In the beginning of his stay in Canada, Fr. Mateo acknowledge that he
was frequently at a loss how to adjust himself to this bi-lingual country.

1945: Enthronement at
Gray Nuns Motherhouse in Montreal, Canada

•Fr. Mateo next to rostrum.
•Note, his favorite picture, “Elevation
of Host” and the “Garcia Moreno”
Sacred Heart, upper right.

1946: Montreal, Canada
•In later years he at times showed signs of great fatigue, but when he rose to speak, his
burning love for the Sacred Heart sent a reviving current of life into his exhausted body,
and he spoke with astounding energy and volume of voice.
•Worn out by his incessant labors and by the ravages of various ailments, as well as by
the weakness of advancing age, Fr. Mateo was forced, at length, to give up his
preaching apostolate.
•In the fall of 1946 he was confined to a hospital in Canada, and the remaining years of
his life were spent for the most part in his "cloister of the Divine Will," his own term
for a hospital. Nevertheless, he continued his crusade of love by writing, praying, and
suffering.
•He still made his Holy Hour each night, and daily offered Holy Mass seated at an
improvised altar in one of his hospital rooms, using a privilege granted him by Pope
Pius XI some years before.

1951: Montreal, Canada
Brother of St. John of God

•February 04, 1951 Fr. Mateo received extreme unction for the third time and prayers for the
dying were being recited; an hour later he was celebrating Mass!
•Apostolic delegate transfers him to Notre Dame de la Merci hospital with new treatment; He
plunged into correspondence from all parts of the world.
•Above: Mr. Joseph Eliot of Chicago served his Mass and was given an inspiring meditation
after his Mass. Father Larkin United States Enthronement director brought him consoling news
on the progress of the work in the states.

September 1952:
60 Years of Religious Profession

•Celebrating 60 years of religious vows as a “Brother of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary, in whose services I promise to live and die.”
•Center picture – Fr. Lucien Metzinger, SS.CC., Fr. Mateo, Fr. William
Condon, SS.CC., USA Provincial.
•Fr. Mateo was quite ill at this time.

1952: Montreal, Canada

• In July of 1952 a small Enthronement “Congress” was held in Montreal,
attended by Fr. Mateo, seated at center front row. In attendance with Fr. Mateo
was Fr. Peter D’Orgeval, SS.CC, former chaplain of Molokai, Fr. Larkin.
SS.CC, Fr. Lucien Metzinger SS.CC. later Bishop in Peru, Fr. Rosario
Lesieur, P.S.S. Enthronement director, Montreal, Canada.

Altar of Fr. Mateo in
Monteal Hospital
• Fr. Mateo’s altar in his private oratory next to
his bedroom in Notre Dame de le merci
Hospital, Montreal.
• Note: “Garcia Moreno” Sacred Heart picture.
The try pitch on the Altar symbolizes “The 3
Gifts of the Sacred Heart” the revelation of the
Father, the gift of Himself in the Crib, on the
Cross and on the Altar; the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
• On the altar he had a crucifix given him by
Pope Pius XI, a first class relic of the True
Cross, a relic of the Cure of Ars.
Pope Pius XII granted him the privilege of having the
Blessed Sacrament reserved in his chapel and that of
offering mass seated.

In 1956
Fr. Mateo returned to
Valparaiso, Chile, South America
which he left in 1914.
•To the surprise of all who knew him, he rallied sufficiently to return by plane to
the monastery of the Sacred Hearts in Valparaiso, Chile, from which he had set
forth some forty years before.
•Pope Pius XII renewed his privilege granted to him in Canada of keeping the
Blessed Sacrament in the oratory adjacent to his room. He would celebrate mass in
his oratory with impressive faith and devotion.

In 1956: Fr. Mateo returned
to Valparaiso, Chile, which he left in 1914.

•

•
•
•
•

In September, 1957, the Golden Jubilee of the founding of the Enthronement was
celebrated by a triduum of 150 successive Masses at Paray le Monial organized by Fr.
Larkin, and by a “retreat” for the Enthronement Directors from the USA and South
America, held at the Sacred Hearts College, Valparaiso, where Fr. Mateo taught.
The retreat preached to these Enthronement Directors in Sept, 1957 was the first given
by Fr. Mateo since his hospitalization in Canada 1956.
He gave three conferences a day of one hour each, with the same fire he had in days
past.
When he Preached he was transformed from a sick old man to a dynamic apostle.
Retreat attendees were enthralled!

1959: Valparaiso
•

The last photo we have of Fr. Mateo
which was taken in his room at the sacred
Hearts College, Valparaiso. This was
before his operation to remove his leg,
due to gangrene, the effects of his
diabetes and leukemia.

•

The Very Reverend Father Henry
Systermans, who succeeded Father John
D’Elbee as Superior General of the
Sacred Heart Fathers writes…

“The Sacred Heart has His views in regards
to him. Without doubt, He wants to prove
to all that the wonders operated through
the intermediacy of His Apostle were
indeed His own work.”

Fr. Mateo’s
Depart to Heaven
• Memorial Card for Fr. Mateo’s
depart to Heaven, designed by
Fr. Larkin.
• For a time he seemed
marvelously renewed in
strength and health, but old age
and chronic illness continued
their ravages, and he died on
May 4, 1960, after months of
intense suffering…
• A veritable crucifixion.

Mural in the Sacred Heart Chapel,
Paray Le Monial, France

•

Mural in the Sacred Heart Chapel, Paray Le Monial, showing Fr. Mateo kneeling, second
from right. Other “apostles” of the Sacred heart are, clockwise from bottom left: St. John
Eudes, Bl. Claude la Colombiere, S.J., Fr. Charles de Foucauld, St. Francis Assisi, St
John, Our Lady, St. Paul, St Francis de Sales, St Jean de Chantal, founders; St. Margaret
Mary, center.

“As the family is the necessary foundation and the
original source of Christian and social vitality,
I am convinced that there is no apostolate
which can bring about more effectively the
reign of the Lord over individuals and
collectivities than that which enthrones Him
precisely as King of the Family.”

This tribute has been made possible through the
courtesy and safe keeping of Fr. Mateo’s
pictures and possessions by the Congregation
of the Sacred Hearts SS.CC. Fairhaven and
in reference of “The FIREBRAND” by
Fr. Marcel Bocquet SS.CC. translated by
Fr. Francis Larkin, SS.CC.

