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Rome, October 4, 2018 

Feast of St. Francis of Assis 

 

To all SSCC brothers 
 

 

"They told him what had happened along the way and 

how they had recognized him in the breaking of the bread." 

(Lk 24:32) 

Dear brothers: 

We have just finished our 39th General Chapter! What an adventure! They have been intense 

days of mutual listening, fraternity, discernment, reflection and decision making. We 

celebrated our chapter alongside the sisters who were also gathered for their Chapter. Our 

religious family was further enriched by the participation of three members of the Secular 

SSCC branch in the days in which we dealt with the topic SSCC brothers, sisters and lay 

walking together! 

We gave ourselves time so that the topics we discussed could be spiritually "savored". These 

topics included the life of our communities, the mission of the Congregation today, our 

historical and spiritual heritage, the Initial Formation, solidarity and communion of goods. 

We allowed ourselves to be challenged by our reality of Church and the world. We also 

recognized among ourselves a desire for a profound pastoral and missionary conversion that 

penetrates our personal life and our ways of assuming the mission. We are aware of our 

resources and our limits. But, above all, what made "our hearts burn" in these days was the 

renewed certainty that the Lord is walking with us, opening us up to his ever-new presence 

in the Church and in the world, becoming a guest in our homes and in our hearts and sharing 

bread with us. In his patient pedagogy. Jesus comes to join us as we journey along the way, 

helping us to rediscover the inexhaustible joy of the Gospel.  

The brothers who have taken part in the Chapter will share with you their experiences during 

that time, and the ways in which the Lord may have burned their hearts. The documents 

and decisions of the Chapter, which you can read on the website of the Congregation, are 

invitations to continue the journey together with Jesus and the brothers and sisters. 

In order to prepare ourselves to enter into a deep pastoral and missionary conversion, the 

Chapter first reminds us that this is possible only if we allow the Lord to renew our inner 

self day after day. (Cf. document "Our inner self is being renewed day by day"). The Chapter 

also urges us to take risks with Jesus and go out to meet the poor and marginalized, the 

young, the families, the elderly and the sick ... Let us be challenged by this reality. We want 

to go out animated by the missionary boldness of our founders and in closer collaboration 

with each other, with our local churches and with other men and women, servants of 

humanity. (Cf. document "The pastoral and missionary conversion: new roads of Emmaus"). 
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I want to personally thank the brothers that the Chapter has given me for the service of the 

General Government: Derek, Fernando, Jean-Blaise and Thomas. Thank you also for the 

prayers and fraternal affection of so many brothers, sisters and lay people who have 

supported us throughout these days. Let us continue this adventure together, accompanied 

by Jesus. 

May Mary give us an attentive heart to listen to the Lord and feet to go with promptness 

and generosity to where the Lord awaits us. 

Fraternally in the Sacred Hearts, 

 

 

Alberto Toutin sscc 

Superior General 

 


