Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The INFO you are receiving is dedicated to the reception - that is, to the
reading and, above all, the implementation - of Pope Leo XIV's Apostolic
Exhortation, “Dilexi te” (DT), promulgated on the 4™ October 2025. The date
of its publication coincided with the Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi, il
poverello, who embraced the sister poverty of Jesus and translated it into a
concrete way of following Him, sine proprio - that is, in a way of life founded
on the sharing of goods, complete detachment, and the choice to possess
nothing (neither material goods or people), so as to live true fraternity.

All of this was inspired by his desire to be conformed to the gestures,
attitudes, choices, way of life, and manner of being Church that make
transparent the Lord Jesus, who came to be and proclaim the Good News to
the poor.

In this issue of INFO, you will find various testimonies from brothers and
sisters whose closeness to the poor, and service among them, have led them
to discover the unfailing and faithful presence of the Lord who is present in
the sick, the leper, the prisoner, and the migrant. Such encounters transform
lives. They attune us to the ways and criteria by which God acts, making
Himself present as encounter, gesture, and Good News in and for the poor.

| believe that all of us have had this life-changing experience. God comes to
meet us in the person of the poor, and with their authority they evangelize us;
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that is, they lead us along new and unexpected paths where God becomes the rock
in the midst of lives marked by insecurity, injustice, and violence.

The exhortation Dilexi te reminds us that the poor occupy the first place in God's
love. It is not possible to love God without loving the poor.

This love also calls us to see the poverty of the poor, in all its many faces, not as an
inevitable fate, and even less, as something they have brought upon themselves.
Poverty is often the result of personal, social, economic, and political decisions (DT
91-94). The poor challenge us to ask about the causes that produce poverty. The
act of charity that relieves the suffering of the poor also opens the eyes of our
hearts and minds to ask ourselves honestly: “What have we done that has allowed the
poor to find themselves in this situation?” Charity, though always necessary, does not
exempt us from asking this question. On the contrary, it makes the question
unavoidable. It is an uncomfortable question because it makes us realize that we
are all involved in economic and political systems that benefit some while excluding
others.

In this regard, | have been deeply impressed by the efforts of the Latin Patriarch of

Jerusalem, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, to respond to the state of war that
has afflicted the Holy Land for years and has
intensified since the Hamas attack of

7" October 2024.

In his pastoral letter, “They Returned to
Jerusalem with Great Joy: A Proposal for
Living the Vocation of the Church in the Holy
Land” (25" April 2026), he asks as a shepherd:
“How are we, as Christians and as an ecclesial
community, to live within this situation of political,
military, and spiritual conflict, knowing that it

will last for many years?”

Further on in his letter, the situation of the
conflict in the Holy Land leads him to go deeper
into the implications of this question. While acknowledging the efforts of the Latin
Church to show closeness and solidarity with everyone and to proclaim a word of
truth amid disorder and skepticism, he then asks: “But | wonder: Has it been enough?
Or have we put,during this very difficult period, privileged prudence and institutional
survival at the expense of our prophetic witness? How can we speak a word of truth
without creating new barriers and new victims?”
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These questions prompt him to read reality without embellishment or abstraction.
They also lead him to reread the Scriptures while holding firmly to God's promises
and to build networks with social, religious, and political leaders in order to lay the
foundations for peaceful coexistence among the different peoples and faith
communities living in the Holy Land.

We know that taking responsibility for the ‘poverty of the poor’ is not easy and can
even leave us feeling paralyzed. Yet it can also bring us into contact and collaboration
with individuals and institutions that not only struggle against the structural causes of
poverty but also propose ways of living that can help overcome it.

Thus, the network of Christian communities in the Holy Land declares: “We want to
be a small presence, at times an uncomfortable one, that refuses to be guided by
narratives of hatred, but instead, with gentleness and determination, bears witness to its
own message: Christians do not hate. This is our witness, and it is already a prophecy.”

May our encounter with the poor become an event of evangelization, a sharing of
the Good News of the God who stands on the side of the poor and, from there,
embraces all men and women and the whole of creation. May it also open our
minds to recognize the causes that generate poverty.

And, together with the poor, may we seek forms of communal, ecclesial, and social
life in which the Word of God becomes flesh, a Word that says to them, and
therefore to all of us; "I have loved you.”

Alberto Toutin sscc
Superior General
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