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Letter of the de Superiors General 

Santiago de Chile- Rome, 23 March 2020 

 

Dear SSCC sisters, brothers and lay, 

 

We write you this letter on the occasion of the feast of the Good Father. As General Governments of 

sisters and brothers we want to express our closeness to you in this extraordinary time of the 

Coronavirus pandemic which is impacting the whole world. Some of the members of the General 

Governments are in Rome, following the isolation measures imposed by Italy. Patricia and Goyi are in 

quarantine in Rome since returning from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Aurora is in 

Hawaii until at least the beginning of April. Fernando and Alberto are in Chile. We do not know when 

they will be able to return to Rome. 

We try keep ourselves informed about what is happening of the congregation, in the religious and 

pastoral communities.  

Perhaps as never before we have experienced in our own flesh what it means to live in a global 

village, where we are all interconnected, and where what happens at one end of the world has an 

impact in places far away. We already knew this thanks to the way the marketplace functions with no 

borders and also because of the immediacy of global communications or indeed on account of the 

impact of deforestation of the Amazon area on the entire biosphere. We also believe that this is a 

moment to believe that every work of faith, every act of love, every gesture of hope, also has an 

impact on the whole planet.  

In many places measures have been imposed regarding staying at home. Let us make these protective 

measures an opportunity to deepen what we are living: in how we belong to and care for our 

“common home”, in how we care for one another and the places in which we are living. 

This is a privileged time to be informed and discern about what is happening in the world and in the 

congregation. So far we know of only one brother who has contracted the coronavirus, Angelo 

Marcandella, a Belgian (86 years old) who lives at Castell'arquato in Piacenza, Italy. He is under 

observation and we pray for him and for all those who are affected by this disease and for those who 

are dedicated to its healing. 

This is also a moment to reconsider our ways of being together, at home. Let us take care of the daily 

meetings for food, for prayer, for recreation. Let us bring human warmth to our homes in the 

undertaking of our domestic chores, to our communication at home and with people form outside, to 

our reciprocal care. 

This is also an opportunity to give more time to our ministry of reparative worship. There we can 

present the situation of our world, especially those who suffer most virulently from this disease and 

those who have died and their families who, in many cases, have not even been able to accompany 

them in their last moments. In that worship, with all the brothers and sisters of the Congregation, we 

join in the intercession of Jesus to the Father. 
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This is a time, too, when external activities are reduced, and so we have the chance to read and reflect 

through the eyes of faith on what is happening in the world. One community, for example, has taken 

the very good initiative of digitalising a book by Hilarion Lucas on the memories of the Congregation 

and sending it out to all the communities. Why not think about undertaking in community a common 

reading such as the one by Lucas, or some other reading with a view to sharing afterwards. Let us not 

be afraid to introduce these and other topics of which we speak little, into our daily conversations. 

We know that these events can bring out the best and sometimes also the worst in us and in our 

world. As the Good Father often said in his letters to his brothers and sisters in recognition of the 

difficult times they were going through: “Let us have the courage of the saints". We all need such 

courage for that inner struggle that takes place before the Lord, the courage to overcome our 

sometimes antagonistic tendencies. The courage also to look for and discern among the mass of 

information we are receiving, the signs of hope, goodness, justice that shine out even in the worst 

circumstances. These facts await only the eyes and the vigilant hearts of the prophets of good news. 

As material for a rereading this time, may we propose to you the letter that accompanies INFO 141 

(Brothers): https://bit.ly/2UhD15y 

 We are also attaching a guideline for our community meetings and also an outline for adoration. 

We would also like to inform you that as General Governments, in dialogue with the respective 

provincials, we have made the following decisions: 

Brothers: 

 To postpone the provincial chapters of the Iberian Province and of the Province of France to a 

later date and, consequently, to extend the term of office of the governments until the 

completion of these chapters. 

 To suspend for this year the canonical visitation planned for Mexico (from 5 to 22 April) as 

well as the visitation of the province of Africa (from 28 June to 22 July 2020). 

 To suspend the meeting of the CEA (Conference of Europe and Africa) of bursars and 

superiors which was to take place in Rome from 22 April to 3 May 2020. A new date will be 

sought for this year or next. 

Brothers and Sisters: 

Both General Governments have decided to suspend Session Poitiers 2020 and we will seek a new 

alternative date in the future. 

 

Re-reading the Founder's correspondence, we are struck by the simple and essential recommendations 

left to the Brothers who are going on "missions" in the East, Hawaii or Valparaiso:  

"Live, please live, Bishop, my dear son. Live and be, all three of you, but one heart and 

one soul." (To Mgr Raphaël Bonamie, 15 August 1833; LEBP 1829) 

"Arm yourself with renewed courage and may the bond of charity unite you more and 

more." (To Chrysostome Liausu in Valparaiso, October 12, 1834; LEBP 1956) 

https://bit.ly/2UhD15y
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Let us then live this time in close communion, at the feet of Jesus and attentive to the brothers and 

sisters with whom we live. May St. Joseph, a man of discernment and who always acted kindly, 

intercede for us and for our planet. 

Fraternally in the Sacred Hearts, 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Villarroel sscc 
Superiora General 

Alberto Toutin sscc 
Superior General 
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QUESTIONS 

FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 

AND COMMUNITY SHARING 

 

1. Are we open, personally and communally, to enter into the spiritual 

dynamics that guided the life of our Founders? 

 

2. How can the Good Father's and Good Mother's way of proceeding 

help us today in terms of pastoral and missionary conversion? 

 

3. Let us discuss our love for the Cross and our trust in God's providence 

in our daily lives. 

 

4. How would our apostolic discernment be impacted upon if we 

assumed God's providential love as the key to reading our history 

and our personal and institutional resources? 

 

5. Might it be good for us to ask ourselves about the quality of our 

fraternal life if we were to love our brothers and sisters more 

concretely every day, helping each other to carry our crosses? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR ADORATION 

Introduction 

"In general, a remark that can and always could be made of the Congregation is that the 
means available were constantly below the ends proposed. Thus there were 
acquisitions to be made and no money for purchases, many children and young people 
to instruct and very few teachers. Among the Sisters, it was the same. Illnesses added 
to the difficulties, yet perpetual adoration was never interrupted. God wished to do all; 
God did all. The members of the Congregation who are still alive and who have been 
involved or witnesses to all of this, will have great difficulty in saying how they were 
able to do what they did. God guards his secret.” (Gabriel de la Barre) 

Opening Hymn 

Gospel : Jn 14: 6-14 

Thomas said to him, "Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know 
the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him." 
Philip said to him, "Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us." Jesus 
said to him, "Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, 
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the 
Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe 
because of the works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to 
the Father. And whatever you ask in my name, I will do, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If you ask anything of me in my name, I will do it." 

Reflection 

"A spiritual resource and a theological conviction that inspires and encourages the 
Founders: the Congregation is first and foremost the work of God. This conviction 
makes them look with trusting realism at the difficulties they may encounter on their 
journey and the institutional precariousness that accompanies them. The more 
difficulties they encounter, the more they place their lives and their projects in God's 
hands. It is He who makes the commitments and projects fruitful" (Alberto Toutin sscc). 

Silence 

Time to share 

Our Father 

Blessing 

Prayer 

Lord, inspired by the life of Pierre Coudrin, we ask you to teach us how to enter into 
the secrets of your Heart, so that we be of service to you and be of service to our 
brothers. 

Final song: Salve Regina.  


