Letter of the Superiors General
Rome, 4th October 2020

Dear sisters and dear brothers,

On the day when we remember St. Francis of Assisi, brother to all and a source of inspiration for the
Christian life, the Pope has presented his third Encyclical, Fratelli tutti. He presents it to a world that is
in the midst of a pandemic, a world that is afflicted by multiple critical situations whether economically,
socially, ecologically, politically ..., a world that has shown “an inability to act together" (7). In this
context, the Pope addresses all humanity and calls on everyone, women and men, from different
continents and countries, cultures and religions, to contribute to “the rebirth of a universal aspiration
to fraternity” (8) and translate it into communities that support help each other.

In this Encyclical, Pope Francis invites us to dream together, “as children of the same earth which is
our common home, each of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us
with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all." (8). And he affirms that today we have “a great
opportunity to express our innate sense of fraternity” (77). The urgency of building up fraternity is
obvious. Pope Francis has repeatedly denounced the symptoms of a "sick economy" that has
devastated natural resources and keeps so many people and families in misery and suffering.

Drawing from the parable of the Good Samaritan leads Pope Francis to think concretely about
rebuilding fraternity and social friendship resulting in “men and women who identify with the
vulnerability of others, who reject the creation of a society of exclusion, and act instead as neighbours,
lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen for the sake of the common good” (67).

With these brief brushstrokes of the text, we simply want to join with Pope Francis and participate in
the dissemination of a letter that is a strong call to “seek out others and embrace the world as it is
without fear of pain or a sense of inadequacy.” (78) We recognise in the Encyclical, the deep desires of
many of us to collaborate more actively in the building of a more humane society. The challenges
coming from our Chapters evidence this.

The document is a beautiful text that we must read and work with in our communities, apostolic
centres, parishes, schools, with Catholics and non-Catholics, believers and non-believers, seeking to
advance together in our commitment to justice, mercy, peace, truth, ...

Pope Francis ends the Encyclical by commemorating another saint, Charles de Foucauld, who also
dreamed of being a universal brother: “Yet only by identifying with the least did he become at last a
brother to all.” (287). May we be more and more sisters and brothers to each other.

Holding you all in affection, we are your sister and brother in the Sacred Hearts,
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