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From May 16 to 21, the General Government spent a time of prayer and reflection in
several of the places where the Congregation was founded. Each year the General
Government sets aside some days for this kind of retreat “together”. This year, given the
bicentenary of the Pontifical Approbation, we wanted to especially go to La Motte
d’Usseau, to remember the vision of the Good Father and to ask light for the
Congregation’s ministry today.
Besides spending two days at La Motte, the brothers of the General Government also
visited Coussay-les-Bois, the Grand’Maison in Poitiers (where they celebrated the
Eucharist with the sisters and had lunch), Montbernage (the section of Poitiers where the
Good Father carried out most of his clandestine ministry) and Picpus (Paris) where they
prayed at the tomb of the founders.
As fruit of those days of prayer, the five members of the General Government send the
following message to the whole Congregation:

1

During this whole time of our “return” to the sources, the Church accompanied us
with the Gospel of John, where the Christ asks us to “abide” with him so as to be
abundantly fruitful or to keep listening to the Holy Spirit (another Paraclete).
The visit to the grain loft, where
the Good Father had the vision,
was for me an experience of
living and reliving the history
of my religious family, of
accepting the mission of my
Congregation and its vocation
in the world and in the Church.
The loft made me understand
that fear does not have power
when God calls you. The loft
taught me that mission,
understood as being open to
give God and to make him loved by his people is never without obstacles. The
grain loft gave me deep assurance that our vocation (call) is to open our hearts to
others after the example of our founders.
Coudrin did what he did, especially during his clandestine ministry, because he
wanted the fruits of God’s love to be also for others. Henriette went to prison
because she opened her heart to priests resisting the revolutionary government.
I had this feeling that the loft was a place where two hearts met: that of the young
Pierre Coudrin and that of a loving God, who suffered in the flesh of the very
poor.
After making the round of the historical places, even if a bit rapidly, I came home
strengthened in my faith and I say to myself: the loft is my history, my vocation
and my mission. If our Founders allowed themselves to be led by God’s hand, so
must I, better yet, so must we today.
May the Lord accompany all of us, brothers, sisters and SSCC laity as we “savor
God” at each moment of our life. God is always with us whatever the
circumstances. Let us trust him as our dear founders did. And let us not lose the
joy of being SSCC.
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It is not easy to evaluate the spiritual fruits of this experience. However, the very fact
of being together as General Government praying, adoring, sharing in these significant
places is already something important, not only for ourselves but for the whole
Congregation.
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While in the grain loft I kept
imagining the Good Father
reading Chapter 1 of the
present Constitutions (1990). I
think he would be happy that
he recognized himself there.
(And I think he would be happy
with a General Government
that is multicultural). We have
good Constitutions. If we live
them we will be “useful for the
Church,” we will be something
good for the Church and for the
Kingdom.
“In the communion of the Church…” (art 1). The Good Father was alone in the grain
loft, but the Church was in his heart, the Church ripped apart and suffering. He was in
communion with real, concrete Church. “We try to keep alive in ourselves the love our
Founders had for the Church” (art. 42)
The Good Father was very clear about the Congregation being the “work of God.” It
was not his work but that of the Lord. He was ready for everything so that the work of
his Master might move forward. Humility and passionate zeal for the work of God.
Two hundred years of “fruit.” Some excellent (Damien, Eustaquio and surely many more
unknown), others mediocre and some bitter, tasteless. What is important is to “remain”
in Jesus. He is the one who brings forth fruit. To remain united, in the Eucharist, in
adoration, in our SSCC spirituality. The quality of the fruit is the mysterious result of
fidelity and generosity (not of efficiency or grandiosity)
And in the end nothing remains but gratitude and a prayer for the grace to be humble.
There was good reason that the Good Father, when the group of sisters and brothers
was growing and personal relationships were becoming more complex, emphasized,
in his choice of chapters of the Rule of Saint Benedict, humility and charity (the good
zeal) Without a heartfelt search for humility, the work of God, the work of our founders,
will not produce fruit.
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Being with one another and praying for our Congregation as General
Government in this “holy place” was an opportunity to be connected with the
spiritual experience of Marie-Joseph Coudrin. This intuition comes to us in all its
freshness, from so many sisters, brothers and laity.
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Marie-Joseph, in La Motte you celebrated and adored the surrender of Jesus for
all of us, mysteriously present in the Eucharist. There, Marie-Joseph, you were
being purified of your fears and you discovered that for you and for us, in spite
of everything, our life is already on the side of victory, hidden in Christ and that
we wait for his resurrection to be revealed more and more each day both in the
good things we do and in our weariness.
In La Motte, Marie-Joseph, you allowed yourself to be moved, as the bishop
Caprasius, by the faith of the young Saint Foi. There you learned that the true
shepherd is always the one who is ready to give his life for his flock in the name
of Jesus.
Marie-Joseph, in La Motte, you sensed that the Lord Jesus wanted you to be part
of his work of reparation, making your own the joys and sufferings of the most
abandoned members of your body, the Church. And so God carries his work
forward through yours, Marie-Joseph, in the Congregation and in each one of us.
He brings out our best selves, when we unite our surrender to the long history
of God’s people, “a history of sacrifice, of hopes and daily struggles, of lives spent
in service and fidelity to work, tiring as it may be” (Evangelii Gaudium, 96). May
Mary, help us be attuned to God’s patient working into be in the midst of the
contradictions of our own hearts and our world.
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We prayed together in La Motte. The desires of the Good Father are strong. At the
time of our beginnings, they spoke of them often. He wanted to make the love of God
known; to educate poor children; to repair what had been shattered in people and in
the Church.
The inspiration of La Motte is still of value. It is both poor and daring. The price is one’s
life. It has no institutional power or elitist conceit. Its simplicity is captivating and
disarming. What a desire to set out
after that same kind of insanity today
that seems to surpass so much our
abilities and resources!
In the vision of La Motte, the Good
Father saw a “band” of missionaries.
A “band” of companions, of brothers
who journey together and share the
joy of a life that is daring and frugal.
God has given me companions.
Thank you. Thank you especially at
this time, brother councilors.
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We prayed together before the tomb in Picpus. I thought of the Good Father older,
tired. More than ever, he is aware that outside of the Heart of Jesus all is bitterness
but in Him all is consolation. He is no longer the young man ready to die out in the
open, but the father of a community of brothers, who bears the burden of an institution
where many do not have the generosity or the humility that he so desired for his
children.
Forgive us, Good Father, for not being at the level of your goodness and your zeal.
Thank you for the path you opened before us.
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