
SAINT MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE   
Protector of the Congregation, memorial  

St. Margaret Mary was born July 22, 1647 in Burgundy and 

was orphaned at the age of 12. Her aunts who took charge of 

her treated her like a real slave. At 24 she could finally fulfill 

her vocation: she entered the monastery of the Visitation at 

Paray-le-Monial.  

The mystical graces that accompanied their trials culminated 

in 1673-1675, when she had several visions of Christ who 

showed his heart on fire, which revealed the depth of his love 

for humankind, and gave her the task for the institution of a 

feast in his honor.  

“Here is the Heart which has so deeply loved men, it has 

spared nothing even exhausted and consumed itself to show 

them my love and in return all I receive from the majority of 

them is ingratitude… in this Sacrament of love .... so I ask 

that the first Friday after the octave of the Feast of the 

Blessed Sacrament is dedicated to a special Feast in honor of 

my heart ... " ( June 1675 ).  

Guided by the holy Jesuit priest Claudio de la Colombière, 

she devoted her life to achieving this goal. She died on 16 

October 1690. 

Beatified in the first place, by popular opinion, for all the miracles obtained through her intercession, the 

pressures of the Jansenists and later by the French Revolution, her beatification was delayed until 1864, 

and canonization took place in 1920. That explains why she took a part, along with St. Therese of 

Lisieux, in the group of "protectors" chosen by our Founders.  

In the writings of Pierre Coudrin and Henriette Aymer, there are only few and brief references to the 

messages received by the saint of the Visitation of Paray. However, particularly in the "small office of the 

Sacred Heart ", the first communities used the prayer composed by the Jesuits of Paray. It is clear that a 

spirituality centered in the Heart of Jesus and the reparation transmitted to his disciples was located in 

the "movement" of Paray-le-Monial. 

We recall that on 24 August 1907, while prostrating himself beside the tomb of St. Margaret Mary,  Fr. 

Mateo Crawley received the grace of founding the work of the Enthronement and the mission of 

preaching the Sacred Heart throughout the world. 

Approaching the canonization, it turned out that the General Chapter of the Brothers, in 1919, 

formulated the "vow that the Blessed Margaret Mary was chosen and honored as a special patroness of 

the Congregation after our four special protectors." This was done on July 14, 1920 by a rescript of Pope 

Benedict XV. 


