
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'sSt. Augustine stages of life are well known: his birth in Thagaste (354),  

his conversion in Milan (387), his episcopate in Hippo (395-430).  

But what matters most is the influence of his thought and the testimony of a life 
devoted to seeking God and serve the Church, what for him is at the same time 
Christian community of Hippo and the whole Body of Christ spread throughout 
the world. 

Among the pastoral needs which he faced during his episcopate, are prominently 
the many religious diversions of his time: the Manichean dualism, Pelagianism, 
etc.. that explain, in part, his considerable literary production. "Confessions", 
"City of God", his "Sermons" and "Letters" and many other books that still are 
feeding the spiritual and theological reflection of the Church. 

But Augustine is above all a pastor, whose diligence extends to all types of people 
entrusted to him, starting with his priests, to whom he imposed community life. 
In his "Letter 211" can be read what later has become the "Rule of St. Augustine", 
adopted by the Order of Regular Canons (Premonstratensian, for example.), the 
mendicant orders (Dominicans ...) and many other institutes of consecrated life 
(Augustinians of the Assumption ...).  

This rule is not addressed to the monks, but to men and women engaged in 
pastoral work and life have chosen community life following  the early Christian 
communities of the Acts of the Apostles, who had "one heart and one soul ".  This 
Rule insists on sharing rather than in detachment, in brotherhood and harmony 
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rather than in chastity and obedience. 

The choice of St. Augustine as "protector" of the Congregation, seems to be not 
motivated by his Rule, which might seem more suitable for a mission project than 
the Rule of Saint Benedict's monks.  

It is probable that it was not in the library of the first picpucienne community. It 
seems more likely that our founders were fascinated by the figure of the bishop, 
authentic seeker of God while vigorous fighter of heresies and schisms of his 
time.  

In the turbulent period in which the Congregation is born, 
it is easy to understand that his life and his teaching could 
be stimulating. 

This is certainly what Mother Henriette wants to express 
in her writing to the Good Father in one of his "billets" 
about St. Augustine, whom she has "seen" in the company 
of the saints Pachomius, Bernard and Dominic "... is the 
preaching, his ability to receive and convert sinners, who 
have erred in the faith, (which should imitate) " (LEBM 26). 

 

 

 


