
Friday, 19 days after Pentecost Sunday 

 

History of the Feast of the Sacred Heart: 

The first feast of the Sacred Heart was celebrated on August 31, 1670, in 

Rennes, France, through the efforts of Fr. Jean Eudes (1602-1680). 

From Rennes, the devotion spread, but it took the visions of St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690) for the devotion to become 

universal. 

In all of these visions, in which Jesus appeared to St. Margaret Mary, the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus played a central role. The "great apparition," which 

took place on June 16, 1675, during the octave of the Feast of Corpus 

Christi, is the source of the modern Feast of the Sacred Heart.  

In that vision, Christ asked St. Margaret Mary to request that the Feast of 

the Sacred Heart be celebrated on the Friday after the octave (or eighth 

day) of the Feast of Corpus Christi, in reparation for the ingratitude of 
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men for the sacrifice that Christ had made for them. The Sacred Heart of 

Jesus represents not simply His physical heart but His love for all 

mankind. 

The devotion became quite popular after St. Margaret Mary's death in 

1690, but, because the Church initially had doubts about the validity of 

St. Margaret Mary's visions, it wasn't until 1765 that the feast was 

celebrated officially in France.  

Almost 100 years later, in 1856, Pope Pius IX, at the request of the 

French bishops, extended the feast to the universal Church. It is 

celebrated on the day requested by our Lord – the Friday after the octave 

of Corpus Christi, or 19 days after Pentecost Sunday. 

SSCC Congregation 

By its very name, the Congregation leads us to the “Heart of Jesus” 

together with the “Heart of Mary”.   The Heart of Jesus has always 

been the center of the life of our Congregation. 

Our members are “…called to enter with Jesus, as Mary did, into the plan 

of the Father for the salvation of the world through love.” (Brothers’ 

Const. 13) 

In 1791 Pierre Coudrin at 23 years of age told us, “…I threw myself 

into the arms of Jesus Christ and placed my heart in His heart…” 

"The Heart of Jesus is open to all Hearts… I like to see you a little 

discouraged according to God that will do you good.  More courage, dear 

Sister, pray the Divine Heart to sustain you." (Henriette Aymer) 

 

 


