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DIES NATALIS 

of Fr. Esteban Gumucio ss.cc. 

 

 Esteban was born in Santiago, Chile, on 

September 3, 1914. He was baptized in the parish 

of Santa Ana on September 7, with the name of 

Joaquín Benedict. He studied humanities at the 

College of the Sacred Hearts of Santiago 

(Alameda). He entered the Congregation of the 

Sacred Hearts at the age of 18, starting his 

novitiate at Los Perales as he took the habit on 

February 28, 1932. He made his first temporary 

profession in Valparaiso on March 12, 1933, and his perpetual 

profession of religious life on March 22, 1936, also in Valparaiso. 

After completing his philosophical and theological studies in our 

scholasticate in Los Perales, he began to prepare for priestly 

ministry. On December 17, 1938 he received priestly ordination in 

Valparaíso from the hands of the same Bishop Rafael Lira Infante.  

 



Provincial and Novice Master 

 Once he had completed his training he was assigned to the College 

of the Sacred Hearts of Valparaiso as a teacher in 

September 1939. Early the following year he was 

sent as a teacher to the College of the Sacred 

Hearts of Santiago (Alameda), where he remained for 

several years. On January 1, 1947 he was appointed 

the Superior of the community in Santiago. After 

the visit of Father Superior General, and in the 

context of the tensions produced in the religious 

community by World War II, that was composed of 

brothers of various nationalities, he was appointed 

Provincial Superior on 21 May 1947, at 33 years of 

age, a post he held until September 1953. At that 

time, the Province included the houses in of Chile 

and Peru. 

 Being the provincial, in September 1947 he 

attended the 27th General Chapter in Zandhoven (Belgium), as well as 

the 28th General Chapter in September 1953, also in Zandhoven 

(Belgium). During his mandate as Provincial he was named as the first 

President of FIDE, the federation of various Catholic schools in Chile. 



 After finishing his office as Provincial 

Superior he remained in the community of 

Santiago as Superior of the house until the end 

of 1955. He became Vice-Provincial (1953-1959), 

and provincial advisor for numerous years. In 

1970 he participated in the 31st General Chapter 

of the Congregation, held in Rome.   

 In December 1955 he was appointed as Novice 

Master in Los Perales and as Superior of the 

House. This important task was not entirely 

unknown to him, as between May and October 1949 

he had replaced the Master of Novices who was 

absent. In April 1961 he went to Rome to attend 

the First Congress of Novice Masters of the 

Congregation. He was the Novice Master in Los 

Perales until late 1963. Later he resumed the 

office of Novice Master between 1977 and 1983, 

in a novitiate that was established in various houses in the city of 

Santiago, and one year in Talcahuano. 

In the south of Santiago de Chile 

 Since early 1964 he was sent to Santiago, along with some young 

priests, to found a new parish in a nascent labor sector at the south 

of the city. This would become the Parish of Saint Peter and Saint 



Paul, of which he can be considered as the founder. He was the first 

parish priest of the parish between 1965 and 1971; the parish in which 

he returned to work until the day of his death. He was only absent from 

there between 1977 and 1983 to become the Novice Master; and between 

1986 and 1989 to work at St. Joseph Parish in La Union, of which he was 

the parish priest in 1987.  

 Moreover, in these years he developed a very 

comprehensive service of preaching retreats to the 

clergy, religious and laity, throughout Chile, and 

Latin American countries. He had a special dedication 

and affection for many years for the Marriage 

Encounter movement, in which he always actively and 

willingly collaborated. In his old age he also had a 

particular care for helping the elderlies, both 

through writings, as well as through workshops and 

retreats. 

 In May 2000 he was diagnosed with pancreatic 

cancer, which was slowly eating away his body, while 

he enhanced his interior quality. On the feast of the 

Good Shepherd, Sunday May 6, 2001, at 18:20 he died 

in the clinic of the Catholic University hospital in Santiago, Chile. 

 

 



A model for the Congregation 

 For more than 50 years Fr. Esteban was the key person in the life 

of the Province of Chile. A true gift from God, who won a place of 

respect and affection in all, not because of the position he occupied, 

but for his human and religious quality. For good measure, he has 

shaped much of what we are today as a religious community in Chile. His 

figure has become also very significant for the entire Catholic Church 

in Chile; laity, religious, priests and 

bishops, have seen Esteban's faithful 

witnessing of Jesus and as an caring brother to 

all.  

 His writings, developed over the years, in 

a remarkable conjunction of faith and life, 

remain as the living testimony of what was 

occurring in our midst.  

 At present he is in the process of 

beatification. His cause has already been 

introduced to the Congregation for the Causes 

of Saints.  
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